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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers

The news from the Ukraine has understandably been a 
focus of concern for our Longsands community. Students 
will be aware from the news and other media of the conflict 
in Ukraine, and we have sought to explain to them the 
history of the Ukraine-Russian tensions, as well as the 
geographical, historical and political background to the 
conflict. I am proud of the community events, this week which began with a wealth 
of donations from staff, students and families in support of the 3 Pillars Ukraine 
Appeal. A vast array of food, medicine, medical supplies, nappies, toiletries and 
bedding were collected and will be transported to some of those most in need.  
Furthermore, the non-uniform day, the teddy bear raffle and bake sales held by 
Sixth Form and staff collectively raised an astonishing £3248.91, a true reflection 
of just how caring our community is, and the power of working together for a 
common good. My sincere gratitude to all involved.

We are pleased to be able to start to offer some trips and visits to enhance 
student learning and experiences. A number of enrichment events have already 
taken place so far this half term including Art trips to Cambridge, PE trips to 
Bedford University, a Year 12 trip to Fitzwilliam College and a Computer Science 
workshop. We are also supporting Year 10 and Year 12 finalising their work 
experience placements in the summer term. Looking ahead, Years 7, 8 and 9 
have an Activities Week scheduled this year from 11-15 July when students have 
the opportunity to attend a trip that is linked with curriculum subject knowledge 
they have gained throughout the year. Parents/Carers of students in Years 7, 8 and 9, please look out for this 
additional information from Mr Powell in due course. 

We look forward to hosting our Year 7 Parental Consultations on Thursday 24 March. The onsite school day will 
end after Period 3, at 12:05 pm. Students will be set remote learning for Period 4 and Period 5 as per our Personal 
Development curriculum. (Remote learning will not be set for Year 7 students as they will be attending the Parental 
Consultations.) If you do not wish your child/ren to leave school at this time we will provide an area for your child/
ren to undertake their virtual lessons, please do ensure you inform your child/ren’s Head of Year via enquiries@ 
astrea-longsands.org. The school buses will arrive at 12:10 pm and will leave site at 12:30 pm. Some of our Litter 
Crusaders will be staying on site after 12:10 pm to help improve our environment and enjoy some pizza for their 
time and commitment to the Academy’s eco-endeavours, interested students should contact Mr Powell.

Finally, as we move into the fullness of the Spring weather, we are seeing an increase in the number of students 
cycling into the Academy. If your child/ren cycles or uses a scooter into the Academy, please can I ask for your 
support in ensuring your child/ren wears an appropriate and fitted cycle helmet for the entirety of their journey 
to and from school. I also ask that you remind your child/ren of the importance of being safe on their journeys, 
whether that be on foot, scooter or bicycle; being aware of, and courteous to, other road users and pedestrians, 
and crossing roads safely. Cambridgeshire Constabulary will be focussing their attentions on traffic enforcement 
around schools in the town during the week of 21 March following concerns highlighted by the local community. A 
combined approach will hopefully improve the safety for all of our children. 

As always, thank you for your ongoing support of our Longsands community. 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

KEY DATES COMING UP:

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations (early closure)

28/29 March 
Year 9/10 Vaccinations

1 April  
Non-uniform day 
Fundraiser for Hope4Malawi

4-18 April  
Easter break

27 April  
All Out ‘80s

30 May - 3 June 
Half-term break

27 June - 1 July 
Year 10 Work Experience

11 - 15 July 
Year 7, 8, 9 Activities Week
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It has been noticed by members of our Academy and wider community that the litter in our grounds and neighbouring 
Priory Park has significantly got worse over recent weeks.  As a result of the increase in litter, our Litter Crusaders 
are upping their game and Year 7 are going to be volunteering to help out after the Easter holidays, but how much 
better would it be if there no litter in the first place?  To quote a local resident who is also helping us to tackle the 
problem, ‘We might not be able to change the world but perhaps just some of the litter in it?!’ 

Our students have the power to change that and the change is simple.  Respect our environment and for them 
put their rubbish in the correct bin or in their bag to take home.  We would really appreciate you encouraging your 
young people to not drop or throw litter when they can make our site and local area a pleasant place to be.

 ALL
YEARS RESPECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT

YEAR
10 PHOTOGRAPHY SUCCESS

Congratulations to Mia G, Year 10, who entered a Huntingdonshire 
District Council photography competition designed to celebrate the 
amazing spaces and places in our area. This is the winning image 
which was captured by Mia at the Paxton Pits Nature Reserve. 

Well done Mia!

YEARS
9 +
10 

VACCINATION UPDATE On Monday 28 and Tuesday 29 March the vaccination team will 
be visiting to perform Men ACWY DTP vaccinations for all Year 9 

students whose parents/carers have completed the appropriate consent forms. An email was sent to all Year 9 
parents/carers on Friday 18 March with full details - please complete this by Thursday 24 March. They will also be 
administering ‘mop-up’ vaccinations for any unvaccinated Year 10 students whose parents/carers give consent, 
these forms will be sent out to Year 10 parents and carers early next week.

For more information, please visit http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/men-acwy-vaccine.aspx

If you have any queries, please call the team directly on 01480 595047.

YEARS
8 + 9 STEM DAY WITH OUTREACH FROM LIVERPOOL HOPE UNIVERSITY

On Tuesday 15 March a group of Year 8 and 9 students had a fantastic 
day learning all about Artificial Intelligence in our modern world from a 
lecturer with Liverpool Hope University. They learned about they ways in 
which AI is currently being used and how it can be applied to our every 
day lives. Our students then went on to design and present their own 
ideas of how to use AI, inspired by the knowledge from the day. The day 
provided our students with a future career consideration and sparked 
potential new interests into the world of Artificial Intelligence. 

http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/vaccinations/pages/men-acwy-vaccine.aspx
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We wish to invite students to join the new Youth Advisory Board for Huntingdonshire, or 
alternatively, become their own youth advisory group representing Longsands Academy. 
The aim of these initiatives is to engage young people in their local communities, be 
involved in decision making and ensure the voices of young people are being heard. We 
hope this opportunity will create real and tangible change for those living in St Neots and the wider Huntingdonshire 
area. Members will also have access to multiple training prospects, the chance to sit on recruitment panels 
and participate in interviews whilst developing important life skills along the way! We aim to provide residential 
experiences, continual advice and guidance as well as a budget, to enable the group to make positive change.  If 
your child is interested in this opportunity, please contact Mr Powell james.powell@astrea-longsands.org

 ALL
YEARS YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD FOR HUNTINGDONSHIRE

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

This week, students are discussing the way we treat animals and 
the attitudes we have towards them, in light of the Animal Welfare 
(Sentience) Bill currently going through Parliament.

They will be voting on: “Should animals ever be tested on?” 

YEAR
10 YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE Work experience week is 27th June - 1st July 2022.

Thank you very much for supporting this process. A reminder 
to please complete the online form after contact has been made with an employer/s and confirmation has been 
received. If you are having any issues collecting the insurance information from the employer, please write ‘unable 
to collect’, this will enable you to submit the form and we can chase the employer as part of our Health and Safety 
checks. It is essential that this form is completed in full and submitted by 30 March 2022. After this date we will 
support students that have been unable to find a placement.

For more information on the process, please refer to the presentation video here https://youtu.be/9ZZZU72UznY

HEGARTY MATHS: COMPLETED IT!YEARS
7-11

HegartyMaths is used by over 1.5 million students. Longsands student 
Isaac T, Year 11, joins only a handful of others to complete all 925 
skills across the website, each at 100%.

This is an tremendous achievement that we are incredibly proud of, 
and has earned recognition and commended by the Co-Founder of 
HegartyMaths for his commitment and dedication, well done Isaac!

james.powell@astrea-longsands.org
https://youtu.be/9ZZZU72UznY
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Thank you for the incredible outpouring of generosity in our 
donation drive and fundraising for Ukraine. In total, we have raised 
over £3000 for DEC Ukraine Appeal with our bake sale, non-uniform 
day and teddy bear raffle and the donations that we took down to 
the collection point were genuinely overwhelming.  

As we look forward to the end of this term, we are also going to 
be holding a Non-Uniform Day to fundraise for Hope4Malawi 
on the last day of term, Friday 1 April. ParentPay will be open for 
donations that week and of course students can bring in their cash 
donations that form tutors will collect.  Thank you for supporting 
these incredible causes - it truly is reflective of our Longsands and 
local community spirit to not only help those in our own area but 
also those around the globe. 

We look forward to providing further updates throughout the 
year. In the meantime, if you would like to support the Longsands 
fundraising for Hope4Malawi, you can do so here:

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Longsandssponsorship 

 ALL
YEARS CHARITY UPDATE

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Longsandssponsorship
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YEAR
10 YEAR 10 PHOTOGRAPHY: CAMBRIDGE Year 10 photography students enjoyed a 

trip to Cambridge where they took photos 
to respond to their themes: Urban Decay, City Streets and Architecture. Students used DSLR cameras and explored 
elements such as depth of field and alternative viewpoints. Some excellent photos were taken which were then 
made exceptional with Photoshop enhancements over the next few lessons.
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Volunteers are needed to help to plant over 400 tree whips at Priory 
Park in St Neots as part of the national tree planting event, The Queens 
Green Canopy Jubilee!

The tree planting will be taking place at Priory Park between 10:30am 
and 2:30pm on Saturday 26 March and they need as many volunteers 
as possible to help. This is a great opportunity for anyone wanting to 
contribute to the environment whilst enjoying a fun activity.

If you would like to get involved, please contact:

mail@huntingdonshire.gov.uk or 01480 388388 

(Please mention ‘Priory Park Tree Planting Event’ in your enquiry and ask 
that your details be passed onto Arb Services.)

Wednesday 27 April 2022 - 6pm

We are pleased to announce the date for our first concert 
in over 2 years - All Out ‘80s!

The concert will be a joint Longsands / Stageworks 
musical celebration of everything retro!

All students, parents/carers and the wider school 
community are invited to attend. E-tickets can be 
purchased through ParentPay and will be sold on a first 
come first serve basis, all remaining tickets will be sold 
on the door. Book now to avoid disappointment!

Tickets are £3 adult, £2 students and concessions. 
Refreshments will also be available. 

If you should have any queries, please do not hesitate to 
contact our Head of Music, Mr Parkes at the Academy via 
bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org 

 ALL
YEARS ALL OUT ‘80S!

ALL OUTALL OUTALL OUT
'S'S'S

LONGSANDS ACADEMY / STAGEWORKS
PRESENTS

FEATURING STUDENTFEATURING STUDENT
PERFORMANCES OF YOURPERFORMANCES OF YOUR
FAVOURITE RETRO CLASSICS!FAVOURITE RETRO CLASSICS!

EVERYONE INVITED!

 ALL
YEARS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=

