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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers

Thank you to all parents/carers of Year 8 students who 
attended our Year 8 Parental Consultations this week. 
Securing strong levels of parent/carer engagement is 
so vital to help support students in their progress and 
development, so I thank all parents/carers who attended 
the consultations. The Year 7 Parent Consultations (the 
final Parent Consultations of the academic year) follows on Thursday 24 March. 

At Longsands we are very proud of our strong 
personal development work across all aspects 
of  the curriculum. As the distressing Ukrainian 
crisis continues to unfold, at Longsands we want 
to raise awareness and show our support for the 
current humanitarian need in Ukraine. Thank you 
to all form groups who are supporting the Ukraine 
appeal. In addition to this, we will hold a non-
uniform day on Wednesday in order to raise 
money for the DEC appeal for Ukraine along with 
a Sixth Form and staff cake sale. A reminder of the 
3 Pillars appeal in support of Ukraine can be found 
here. In addition, details of a raffle to win beautiful 
handmade bears can be found in the Student 
Weekly Bulletin. We will be carrying out work in 

tutor time next week informing students of the work of these appeals. 

We continue to be proud of our students and their commitment to supporting others. It is understandable that 
many people whilst watching and reading the news, feel increasingly worried. A reminder of some information that 
may be helpful when talking your your child/ren can be found here. After a two-year pandemic, it’s a lot to absorb, 
and experts agree that feeling overwhelmed is normal. The following link is very useful on how to help yourself, your 
child/ren and others: https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60557186

Our Year 11 students have this week completed their second set of Mock Exams. Well done to all students for all of 
their efforts. In the coming weeks, students will receive feedback on these exams to help focus their preparation for 
the summer exams. Next week interviews will be carried out for all those Year 11 students who have applied for a 
place to study at the Longsands Sixth Form in the next academic year. We are really looking forward to welcoming 
a new cohort of Year 12 students! 

As always, thank you for your support. 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

KEY DATES COMING UP:

16 March 
Non-uniform day in 
support of the Ukraine 
Appeal

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations 
(early closure)

4-18 April  
Easter break

27 April  
All Out ‘80s

30 May - 3 June 
Half-term break

27 June - 1 July 
Year 10 Work Experience

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Non-Uniform-Day-DEC-Appeal.pdf
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Non-Uniform-Day-DEC-Appeal.pdf
https://www.dec.org.uk/appeal/ukraine-humanitarian-appeal
https://www.irisreach.cloud/schoolemails/164675324726457831322929/UkraineAppealpdf.pdf
https://www.barnardos.ie/media/14835/talking-to-children-about-war.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-60557186
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Thirty year 10 and 11 students recently took part in the UKMT Intermediate 
Maths Challenge. This competition is open to students from England, Wales and 
Overseas - Year 11 or below, Scotland S4 or below, Northern Ireland - Year 12 
or below.  To recognize the highest performers in the Challenge, the top-scoring 
50% of participants are awarded Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates in the ratio 
3:2:1. 

In addition, they invite around 1,500 of the very highest performers to take part 
in either the Cayley, Hamilton or Maclaurin Olympiad (depending on their 
school year) and around 8,000 to take part in either the Grey or Pink Kangaroo (depending on their school year).

Longsands have achieved 13 bronze awards, 7 silver awards and 8 gold awards.

The following students have qualified to take part in the kangaroo rounds: 

Adam W,  Nicholas B, Preston B, Alexander B–C, Joseph B, Matthew U all in Year 11  and Oliver K in Year 10. 

Isaac T has qualified for the Maclaurin Olympiad which is an outstanding achievement.

We would like to congratulate all the students who entered this competition and their successes in reaching these 
higher levels in mathematics. 

YEARS
10 

+ 11

UKMT MATHS CHALLENGE

 ALL
YEARS CAMBS CONSTABULARY SAFER SCHOOLS NEWSLETTER

The Cambridgeshire Constabulary Safer Schools team have asked us to 
share their latest newsletter with you, which you can read here.

The subjects that are have covered in this newsletter are as follows:

• Quiz Scams: Don’t get hacked – Caution regarding revealing personal 
information through social media

• Child Car Seats and Belt Safety: The Law – A reminder to parents/
Carers about UK law and Safety advice

• The World of Gaming: Parental Support –  Resources to help parents/
Carers navigate and de-mystify the world of gaming

• The Highway Code: Are you aware of the new rules – Improved safety 
laws within the Highway code

As always, they would welcome your feedback or suggests on any future 
subjects that you feel would be beneficial to you. We can be contacted 
at Schools&CYP@cambs.police.uk

https://www.ukmt.org.uk/cmo
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/hmo
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/mmo
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/gkang
https://www.ukmt.org.uk/pkang
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CCC-Safer-Schools-newsletter-March-2022-V2.pdf
mailto:Schools%26CYP%40cambs.police.uk?subject=
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/CCC-Safer-Schools-newsletter-March-2022-V2.pdf
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 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

To celebrate this year’s Neurodiversity Celebration Week, students 
are considering our learning differences, as well as the array of labels 
that are used to describe these. Their job is to decide whether or not 
these labels are helpful for people with neurodiverse conditions, or 
more of a hindrance or oversimplification.

YEARS
10

& 11 

GCSEPOD Congratulations to students in AUSTEN 
House who watched the most Pods in the last 

week! 

In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is RSC and in Year 10 the top 
form is GAH. 

Our individual top podders for the week in Year 11 are – Amelia F, 
Izzy B and Bella G. In Year 10 are – Elan K, Joshua N and Dmitrii L. 

Well done everyone, keep on podding!

 ALL
YEARS ENRICHMENT AND CLUBS

We have a wealth of clubs and enrichment opportunities available to our students, please do visit our website to 
view the full enrichment programme that is currently available: www.astrea-longsands.org/enrichment/

 https://www.astrea-longsands.org/enrichment/
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Last Tuesday, on the 8th March, Year 10 History students 
were invited to a live talk all about the careers of women in 
politics and the significance of the people’s voice to celebrate 
International Women’s Day. 

In this talk, we were introduced to three important female 
representatives in our parliament and the role that they each 
play, these being: Caroline Nokes (MP), the senior doorkeeper of 
the House of Commons and the Head of Petitions Engagement. 

They gave us a very detailed and interesting speech about their 
roles and what they each entail. We were also given advice on 
how to make our own voice heard in Parliament, and ways we 
could get in touch with our local MPs to voice any of our own ideas or concerns, through emails or even starting our 
very own petitions on the government website.

After the talk, we discussed our own opinions about the importance of diverse representation in the House of Lords 
and whether people of a younger age should be allowed to represent the more modern generation as opposed 
to people who may be slightly older and less familiar with it. In this discussion, we also talked about the option of 
Politics A-level, its benefits and what the course offers. 

Overall,  It was a very interesting and informative opportunity for us Year 10s to have experienced. 

Amelia, Year 10

 YEAR
10 WOMEN IN POLITICS TALK FOR INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

Wednesday 27 April 2022 - 6pm

We are pleased to announce the date for our first concert in over 
2 years - All Out ‘80s!

The concert will be a joint Longsands / Stageworks musical 
celebration of everything retro!

All students, parents/carers and the wider school community are 
invited to attend. E-tickets can be purchased through ParentPay 
and will be sold on a first come first serve basis, all remaining tickets 
will be sold on the door. Book now to avoid disappointment!

Tickets are £3 adult, £2 students and concessions. Refreshments 
will also be available. 

If you should have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact 
Mr Parkes via bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org 

 ALL
YEARS ALL OUT ‘80S!

ALL OUTALL OUTALL OUT
'S'S'S

LONGSANDS ACADEMY / STAGEWORKS
PRESENTS

FEATURING STUDENTFEATURING STUDENT
PERFORMANCES OF YOURPERFORMANCES OF YOUR
FAVOURITE RETRO CLASSICS!FAVOURITE RETRO CLASSICS!

EVERYONE INVITED!

mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 14 March 2022                                                                                       (Week A) 

YEAR
10 YEAR 10 FINE ART: ZOOLOGY MUSEUM

Our Year 10 artists have been creating fish collages as part of their ‘Under The Sea’ project. During this, students 
looked closely at the art work of artist Deborah Shiparo. 

Shiparo creates collages from cut and torn paper that she takes from magazines. She includes interesting patterns 
and creates tonal contrast by thoughtfully selecting her paper and layering it carefully.

Her themes are often inspired by nature, mainly animals. Year 10 artists explored a variety of collage techniques 
and the results are stunning. Well done Year 10s!
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Hope4Malawi have already provided 60 bags of maize 
for vulnerable families but would like to do more. A 
bag of maize costs £12. Once the rains have stopped 
we would like to provide training and resources for 
villagers so they can rebuild their houses with more 
sustainable materials which can better weather the 
storms. Providing cement for a family to rebuild a wall 
would cost £50.

They would also like to build toilets blocks at the 
primary schools where toilets collapsed. One toilet in 
a school toilet block is £270.

The new form 1s at Hope Secondary School have 
made a great start and look fabulous in their new 
uniform provided by a generous donor. Many of these students are from very poor families, and need sponsoring 
to help them stay in school.

We look forward to providing further updates throughout the year. In the meantime, if you would like to support the 
Longsands fundraising for Hope4Malawi, you can do so here:

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Longsandssponsorship

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/Longsandssponsorship
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The delicious menus offered by our talented catering team are being updated 
after the Easter break and can be seen below - you can see further information 
on our website.

CATERING MENUSYEARS
7-11

CATERING NEWSYEARS
7-11

 https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-school/

