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KEY DATES COMING UP:

28 February  
Deadline for submitting 
Year 9 Preferences

9 March 
Year 8 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations 
(early closure)

4-18 April  
Half-term break

30 May - 3 June 
Half-term break

27 June - 1 July 
Year 10 Work Experience

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you enjoyed a good, restful half term. 

It has been great to welcome students back to the Academy 
this week. Thank you to all parents/carers of Year 9 students 
who attended our Year 9 Parental Consultations this week. 
We were keen to discuss how students have performed in their Mid-Year 
Assessments and set out our expectations for the rest of the year and how 
parents/carers can support their child(ren) to achieve their full potential. Year 8 
Parent Consultations follow on Wednesday 9th March and Year 7 Parent 
Consultations are on Thursday 24th March. On these dates, the onsite school 
day will end after Period 3, at 12:05 pm. Students will be set remote learning for 
Period 4 and Period 5 as per our Personal Development curriculum. If you do not 
wish your child/ren to leave school at this time on these days we will provide an 
area for your child/ren to undertake their virtual lessons, please do ensure you 
inform your child/ren’s Head of Year via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org. On 
these days, school buses will arrive at 12:05 pm and will leave site at 12:30 pm. 

I also write this week to you clarify our COVID-19 processes for the remainder 
of the Spring Term in light of the Prime Ministers announcement on Monday. 
This assumes no further changes to national policy and remains subject to local 
public health advice, which we continue to look at closely in order to ensure that 
the school remains as safe as possible for students, staff and visitors. If there are 
any changes to the guidance we will of course let you know.  

Self-isolation for positive cases 
There will be no change to existing arrangements at the Academy.  Both staff and students testing positive should 
isolate for ten days from the start of symptoms or from the date of positive test if asymptomatic. Students are able 
to return to the Academy if they have two negative tests within twenty-four hours from Day 5. This is in line with the 
national guidance that self-isolation should continue as at present despite the lifting of legal requirements.  

Face coverings and other safeguards 
The use of face coverings at Longsands should continue in line with the advice from the local Director of Public 
Health, which makes clear that currently face coverings are no longer recommended to be worn in in communal 
spaces. As before, if students want to still wear a face covering in communal areas they will be supported to do so 
but students will no longer be recommended to do so. 

Other control measures
Good hand and respiratory hygiene will continue to be encouraged in the Academy. Please reinforce this message 
with your child/ren at home. Good ventilation continues to be one of the most important control measures and all 
classrooms are ventilated with fresh air.

We will continue to follow advice from Cambridgeshire Public Health and have contingency plans in place in case 
of any outbreak

As ever, thank you for your understanding and ongoing support to the Academy.

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Parent-Letter-February-2022.pdf
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On Tuesday and Wednesday of last 
week, 25 Longsands staff, including 

our Heads of Year, Student Support Officers and Teaching Assistants, completed their Level 2 Course in First Aid 
for Mental Health. This training builds upon our staff expertise in this area and further equips our staff to spot early 
warning signs and risk factors for poor mental health and respond effectively. We are sure it will prove invaluable as 
we continue to prioritise supporting all students and staff in the Academy with their mental health and wellbeing. 
Thanks to Jenni Machin from Astrea for delivering such an excellent and informative course.

 ALL
YEARS FIRST AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH TRAINING

LANGUAGENUT The MFL department are pleased to announce that we have launched a new language 
learning platform with our students this week. It is called Languagenut. Each student 

has been given log in details and they will be set regular assignments to help with their vocabulary, grammar and 
pronunciation. For our GCSE students, the platform also has plenty of relevant exam skill practice and they can also 
access all resources on the platform independently to aid with their GCSE revision.

We have received positive feedback from the classes who have already started using the platform and we believe 
that it will enhance your child’s language learning experience at Longsands.

YEARS
7-11

MID-YEAR TESTS Mr Merson was incredibly pleased by the mature approach that students took 
towards their mid-year assessments. Letters will be going out to acknowledge 

those students who achieved ‘most progress’, ‘highest attainer in Year group’, and ‘most improvement since Summer 
2021’. However, all students should be proud of themselves and the hard work that they put into preparing for the 
tests. Very well done to them all. A reminder of the information regarding the mid-year assessments can be found 
on our website here: https://www.astrea-longsands.org/parents/assessment-and-revision/

YEARS
7-9

Mr Walker was very proud 
of the students who 

attended a visit to Fitzwilliam college this week, for their maturity and engagement 
on the day and hopes they found it to be an inspiring and enriching experience.

Maddie (Year 12) was one of a group of students who attended and here is her 
account of the day:  

“The highlight of our trip to Fitzwilliam College was the tour of campus, which gave a 
clear insight into university life. The grounds of the college were green and peaceful, 
with every student we passed greeting us with a smile. It reaffirmed what I had hoped 
to be true about University. The tour was guided by an undergraduate student, and 
we were split up into small groups to allow us to chat to them in more detail. My 
group was given Alex, who was a second year studying History and French. It was 
interesting to hear about how she chose to take a double honours degree, as it was 
not something I had considered before. The student Q&A was particularly helpful as 
we got a wide range of answers from the different undergraduates. It was reassuring 
to hear that even as Cambridge students they still struggled with deadlines and felt 
academic pressure. I will definitely be using their tips on personal statements when 
it comes to writing my own. Overall, my opinions on university have not changed but 
have been reinforced by the trip: I’m very excited to go.”

 ALL
YEARS CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY VISIT

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/parents/assessment-and-revision/
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HOUSE POINTSYEARS
7-11

Congratulations to all students who have 
earned House points. These are awarded 

for a variety of reasons - all of which are in recognition of our core values of 
Working Hard, Being Kind and Achieving More! 

Congratulations to everyone in HAWKING House who have earned the 
most House points, having amassed 6,598!

Next is TURING who have 6,452, followed by AUSTEN who have 6,159, very 
closely followed by SEACOLE with6,050 and then DARWIN with 6,038.

Which House will be in the lead next week?

‘Virtual’ Live Event – Helping to Develop Your 
Child/ren’s Literacy 

Parents/Carers are warmly invited to attend a 
‘virtual’ live event hosted by our SENDCO Mrs Martin 
and our literacy teacher Miss Sandever.  With the 
session, you will be updated with the current 
interventions aimed at supporting your child/ren 
and be provided with a number of strategies for 
you to use with your child/ren to help them to 
extend, develop and advance with their literacy skills.  

The event will take place on Tuesday 1 March between 5:00-6:00 pm.  

To register to take part in this even, please click on THIS LINK and add your name and email address. We look 
forward to ‘seeing’ many of you on Tuesday. 

 ALL
YEARS LITERACY LIVE EVENT 

Last week, students were 
engaging in discussion and 
debate around the topic 
‘Should a question be easy 
to answer?’. The results are 
pictured on the left.

Next week, considering the events of the past few days, students will be debating the question “Is current news 
affecting how you feel?”.  

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCg,VGkFqmU0PkOpV76YerzZVQ,EAIQ8Ey13E24u4HSK3p9_Q,-UVH-vhmi0GNds6GrllMjQ,nlfay6Y590q7K7DR2X9-wQ,PoCYw58Ft0m3u41GNsPQcg?mode=read&tenantId=16cf6780-4bf0-4fef-aafa-0b6e82e7ea0a
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 ALL
YEARS ENRICHMENT AND CLUBS

We have a wealth of clubs and enrichment opportunities available to our students, please do visit our website to 
view the full enrichment programme that is currently available: www.astrea-longsands.org/enrichment/

Whole school attendance remains above the national average at 90.7%  
and the tutor group with the highest attendance before half term was 
8AJR with 97.24% - well done!

As we continue to recognise 100% attendance each week in our whole 
school reward system, our Attendance Manager, Mrs Baker, was delighted 
to praise students in every year group who had winning tickets!

With support from local businesses, we were able to offer vouchers for Sweet Paradise and Shakie Jakes – we hope 
the winning students enjoy their treats! 

Year 7    Ellie B JWB, Kai R SJP, Indie J CXM  Year 8    Elsie R AJF, Marleigh J EAT, Thomas V AJR

Year 9    Jack A GXG, Emma W CSO, Isla C RLT  Year 10 Grace L JSS, Amelie S MTL, Dmitri L NDZ

Year 11 Stacey M LSG, Barney C BJD, Scarlet T KMA 

Year 12 Kyle W DHA, Sherri W JCP, George A DAN Year 13 Lewis P CLS, Milly P LM, Libby P KAS

The reward system continues this half term and every student who has a week of 100% attendance is entered 
into the draw. If you have any questions relating to your child/ren’s attendance, please contact Mrs Baker at the 
Academy via kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 

 ALL
YEARS ATTENDANCE UPDATE

 https://www.astrea-longsands.org/enrichment/
mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.perse.co.uk/upper/academic/independent-research/
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All students should bring a re-fillable water bottle (fizzy/energy drink are not 
permitted) with them to school so that they may remain hydrated throughout 
the school day. 

 ALL
YEARS RE-FILLABLE WATER BOTTLES

DRAMA CLUB YEAR
7-9

The Drama and Performing Arts Club is back! Open to 
all students in Years 7, 8 and 9. No previous experience 

necessary! Interested students simply need to go along to Stageworks, Studio 1 on 
Mondays 3.20 - 4.20pm. No experience necessary, no need to book, just turn up on the 
day and have fun! 

Managing money: Security and Fraud

What is Identity theft?

Identity fraud is when a fraudster uses someone else’s identity (or 
creates a fake identity) to access a product or service so they get 
out of paying for it themselves.

How might fraudsters access your data and steal your identity? 

Have a look at the list on the right and see which of these activities 
are ‘safe’ and which might be ‘unsafe’ and why.

What about social media use?

Everyone should be careful what they share on social media and that there are lots of ways to protect personal 
information, from thinking carefully about what is appropriate to publicly share (with strangers), to making sure 
that electronic devices are protected using anti-virus software and strong passwords, to not accessing personal 
information on public Wi-Fi networks (for example doing online banking using a café’s free Wi-Fi). Having this 
information publicly available could make people more likely to be targeted by fraudsters which can lead to long 
lasting reputational damage, problems getting credit in the future and to being unable to retrieve stolen money.

What do I do if I am the victim of identity theft or fraud?

• Act fast

• Contact your bank

• Contact Action Fraud – www.actionfraud.police.org

• Citizens Advice can also help as well as Victim Support.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: LIVING IN THE WIDER WORLD ALL
YEARS
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A group of students from Longsands and Ernulf Academies are working with Fullscope – funded by the NHS – to 
formulate a project for the St Neots area to help young people who self-harm. 

We are now looking for a group of parents/carers to also contribute to the project. It would be helpful if you have 
some knowledge or experience of self-harm in young people. Unfortunately Fullscope can only accept interest from 
parents/carers whose children are not already taking part in the project (selected Year 12 students). 

Please do sign up if you are interested and have some insight to offer as there is a significant amount of funding 
attached to providing help for students across the town and it’s important that we make the most of this opportunity.

To register go to: www.fullscopecollaboration.org.uk/how-do-i-get-involved

 ALL
YEARS SELF-HARM IN CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

HEGARTY MATHS: TOP USERS Well done to all of our Top Users in Hegarty Maths - they’ve 
all been awarded a House point! Keep up the good work.

Year 7 – Thomas W, Millie B, Logan B, Thomas C, Maja R

Year 8 – Jonah, B, Lewis C, Evie B, Isla H, Polly H

Year 9 – Bones Q, Paige J, Hannah P, Tyler M, Francesca H, James W

Year 10 – Akshit B, Milena H, Madison O, Jayden B, Bella L, Theo H, Max S

Year 11 – Ben H, Dream B, Sunny S, Millie F, Anna N

YEARS
7-11

www.fullscopecollaboration.org.uk/how-do-i-get-involved
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YEAR
7 YEAR 7 COLLAGE WORK In visual art lessons Year 7 students have been developing their 

collaging skills. Students have learnt how to record tone, show 
perspective and how to apply contrasting or harmonious colours to create collages based on the theme of 
landscapes. Their collages were a result of collecting their own landscape imagery, drawing outside in the green 
areas that surround the Academy and by gaining inspiration from the artist Eileen Downes. Well done Year 7!


