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KEY DATES COMING UP:
31 January 
Covid-19 vaccinations

2 February 
Year 11 online event for 
Parents/Carers

3 February 
Flu nasal vaccinations

8 February 
Inter-House p 1,2,3 
Years 7 + 9

10 February 
Year 13 parental 
consultations

11 February 
Inter-House p 1,2,3 
Years 8 + 10

22 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

14-18 February  
Half-term break

9 March 
Year 8 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations 
(early closure)

4-18 April  
Half-term break

30 May - 3 June 
Half-term break

27 June - 1 July 
Year 10 Work Experience

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Thank you to all parents/carers of Year 10 students who attended our Year 10 
Parental Consultations this week. At this very important stage of their education, 
we were keen to discuss how students have started their courses and set out 
our expectations in terms of Year 10 and how parents/carers can support their 
child(ren) to achieve their full potential.

Please can we ask for your continued support in speaking with your child/ren 
to request that they continue to wear their masks in indoor communal social 
spaces and corridors, unless they are exempt. So far this week we have a total 
of 84 students currently self-isolating due to positive LFD and PCR tests and 4 
members of staff. Thank you for continuing with regular testing as this continues 
to make a real difference and has helped to identify asymptomatic cases and 
avoid community transmission.

On Friday 28 January, we launched a fundraising campaign to enable five 
Malawian students to attend Hope Secondary School in Mangochi, Malawi.   

Longsands is working on the Miles4Malawi campaign in partnership with 
international charity Hope4Malawi. Each of our five school Houses will sponsor 
a Malawian student. Students will be sponsored to complete ‘miles’ by running, 
walking or jogging in their spare time, with the aim of raising £1,500 per year. 

Hope4Malawi’s vision is to give future generations of school children in rural 
Southern Malawi a sustainable way of breaking the cycle of poverty, providing 
them with hope of a better future through access to education. 

Community and charity are close to everyone’s heart here at Longsands 
Academy. This fundraising campaign is the perfect embodiment of our school 
motto to ‘work hard, be kind, achieve more’ and I couldn’t be more proud of our 
students. 

We are very lucky to have so many socially conscious staff and students here at 
Longsands and I am really excited to see how many miles we can complete as 
a school!

You can sponsor your child/ren using THIS LINK - please remember to 
tag their school House #TeamAUSTEN #TeamDARWIN #TeamHAWKING 
#TeamSEACOLE #TeamTURING in the comments! 

Thank you for your continued support of the Academy 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

Miles4Malawi

#TeamAUSTEN #TeamDARWIN

#TeamHAWKING #TeamSEACOLE #TeamTURING

Donate to Miles4Malawi using this link https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/james-powell32 
Don’t forget to tag your team! 

Challenge yourself to walk/jog/run a certain 
distance between now and Friday 25 February 
to raise money for Hope4Malawi!  Get your 
friends and family to sponsor you and add 
your House Hashtag to the JustGiving page to 
see which will raise the most money!
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The theme of this year’s Holocaust Memorial Day is: One Day. 

Write a short story (200 - 400 words) about one day at Longsands 
which describes: 

•   An incident of bulling

•   What feelings does the bullying provoke

•   What are the processes by which bullying is reported

•   And a resolution must have been met. 

Email entries by the deadline of Friday, 25 February, to 
oliver.willis@astrea-longsands.org

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY HOUSE COMPETITION
 ALL

YEARS

One Day

‘You didn’t think about yesterday, and tomorrow may not 
happen, it was only today that you had to cope with and you 
got through it as best you could.’ 

Iby Knill, survivor of the Holocaust.

Students are invited to visit the Longsands Library to find out more about the Holocaust where we 
have a display of information and books or follow the link below to visit the Holocaust Memorial 

Day Trust. https://www.hmd.org.uk/what-is-holocaust-memorial-day/

This month sees the 77th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, which is remembered every year on 27th 
January, Holocaust Memorial Day. 

This year Longsands is focusing on remembering the catastrophe as a culmination of events during the Nazi 
Regime’s reign of Europe and their persecution of Jews and other minorities. Longsands students heard, in Mr 
Willis’ assembly, accounts from survivors who recalled one day in their experiences of Nazi persecution. Iby Knill 
recalled her peers ignoring her and Frankus Mikus recalled how she felt being told she was considered ‘unworthy 
of life’ for being deaf. 

Students have been encouraged to reflect on why the Holocaust needs remembering and why the survivor accounts 
need sharing to ensure injustices are not ignored. These discussions have also been continued in Year 9, who in 
their history lessons, are currently studying life in Nazi Germany. Students have also been invited to participate in a 
writing competition that allows them to write about their reflections on Holocaust Memorial Day.  

More information can be found out by emailing oliver.willis@astrea-longsands.org 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY 2022 ALL
YEARS

mailto:oliver.willis%40astrea-longsands.org%0D?subject=
mailto:oliver.willis%40astrea-longsands.org%20%0D?subject=
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We are proud to share with you the Spring 
Enrichment Programme that includes all of the 

details of the clubs and extra-curricular activites that your child can attend. 

Please CLICK HERE to take a look though this so that you are aware of the exciting opportunities for students to 
involved in!

 ALL
YEARS SPRING ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME

HEGARTY MATHS: TOP USERS Well done to all of our Top Users in Hegarty Maths - they’ve 
all been awarded a House point! Keep up the good work.

Year 7 – Nathan J, Gabriella B, Nashrah A, Lily B, Thomas W, Logan B

Year 8 – Szymon P, Alicia L, Joe S, Evie B, Keira C

Year 9 – Charlie W, James G, Freddie B, Francesca H, Ellianne E

Year 10 – Jack B, Keira K, Carter H, Spencer M, Joe D

Year 11 – Isaac T, Sunny S, Joshua G, Lucy J, Kierah L, Ben H

YEARS
7-11

Very often we think that the main way 
we develop ideas about sex is from 

TV, films and pornography – whether we have watched these media or not. Very often, though, our ideas are shaped 
by all kinds of media including books, news stories and music. Listening closely to the lyrics of songs like Blurred 
Lines by Robin Thicke reveals some concerning ideas about consent and Bad Guy by Billie Eilish raises concerns 
over the roles of males and females in sexual interactions. Not to mention the fact that, usually, homosexual sex 
and transgender people are largely missed from the representation altogether. 

In PD at Longsands, students consider representations of sex in all types of media by breaking down stereotypes 
and considering their own ideas about sex. Students will think about where these ideas have come from and the 
impacts of these ideas on sex and relationships in order to develop healthy ideas about relationships.

 ALL
YEARS PD: RELATIONSHIPS AND SEX EDUCATION

YEARS
10

& 11 

GCSEPOD Congratulations to students in 
DARWIN House who watched the 

most Pods in the last week! 

In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is a tie between 
BPP/LSG/RSC and in Year 10 the top form is IMB. 

Our individual top podders for the week in Year 11 are – Robyn C, Robbie 
S, Alfie F, Oliver B and Henry W. In Year 10 are – Elan K, Joe G, Giamaria Y, 
Gracie L and Morgan C. Well done everyone, keep on podding!
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January is the perfect time to start learning a musical 
instrument!  We currently have space for the following one-

to-one music tuition: Violin, voice, trumpet, piano, guitar, bass guitar, and drum kit.

Please contact Mr Parkes, Head of Music, via bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org for more details. 

ONE-TO-ONE MUSIC TUITION ALL
YEARS

Calling students of all years! Longsands Voices returns! 

Interested students can simply drop-in on Tuesday 
lunchtimes in K1 to sing through some classic 1980’s hits 
in preparation for our next retro themed concert. They 
should bring their lunch and their voices!

If you require any additional information, please contact 
our Head of Music, Mr Parkes, at the Academy via

bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org. 

 ALL
YEARS LONGSANDS VOICES 1980S CLUB

Year 11 students and parents will have received information about the next set of mock 
exams. This includes an

• exam timetable

• revision advice and techniques

• subject specific information.

We are looking forward to our Year 11 Parents/Carers Guide to Supporting Child/ren with 
GCSEs Evening on Wednesday 2 February 2022 at 6pm. Please remember to register for 
the event as soon as possible, you can do that via THIS LINK.

We hope this information is useful.  If you have any questions, please contact the relevant 
teacher via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

Julian Merson, Assistant Principal: Assessment and Moderation

YEAR 11 MOCK EXAMS: 28 FEBRUARY - 11 MARCHYEAR
11

mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://teams.microsoft.com/registration/gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCg,CCSyik4XsUi1cOVDXPi_nA,et8WiQZ9mkiLFh1xzwDeew,SVRBJhq6iEyK2QiBXDeNrA,p2DnkIYEMkWJRaapm2d7mQ,x7NbY5uCOUOSjheyrcTYZQ?mode=read&tenantId=16cf6780-4bf0-4fef-aafa-0b6e82e7ea0a
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 31 January 2022                                                                                        (Week B) 

Mr Owen and Dr Cullen would like to congratulate Amy, James, Rowan, Honor, Kesia, 
Emily and Ben for their outstanding extended project results. We are delighted with 

the 100% A*-B grades, which represent the highest set of grades in the history of the extended project at Longsands 
Academy. The extended project is an independent piece of work that is much sought after by Universities and the 
success of the Sixth Form students is a testament to their hard work and dedication. 

Any Year 11 students interested in applying to join the extended project group next year should contact Dr Cullen 
via douglas.cullen@astrea-longsands.org.

EPQ SUCCESS ALL
YEARS

We are always very happy to celebrate the many successes of our alumni. As such, this week we were incredibly 
proud to learn that Robbie Leigh, currently in his 4th year studying medicine at the University of Nottingham, has 
been published in the ‘European Journal of Anatomy’. A real achievement for someone so early in their academic 
career. Please click here for a link to his paper on ‘A new student-led dissection approach to the glenohumeral joint.’

Over the years Robbie has selflessly given up his time helping and advising our medical students on their applications. 
From proofreading personal statements to conducting mock interviews we are incredibly grateful for the help and 
support he has given our students. 

Congratulations Robbie, we look forward to hearing of the many successes that will follow!

 ALL
YEARS ALUMNI PUBLISHED IN THE EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF ANATOMY 

mailto:douglas.cullen%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/357932513_A_new_student-led_dissection_approach_to_the_glenohumeral_joint
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Longsands food department are hosting their own competition for Years 7, 8 and 9 to design a pudding 
to celebrate her Majesty’s 70 years as monarch.

The pudding must be new and unique.

Please submit your entries to: polly.redmond@astrea-longsands.org

Please include:

• Your recipe 

• A picture of the final dish and any relevant stages of making

• Your Year group

• Your House name

Deadline 31st March 2022

YEARS
7-11 PLATINUM JUBILEE PUDDING COMPETITION

In celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, create a 
portrait of the Queen from any year of her reign. You can 
use any media and work on any size.

Please submit your entries to your art teacher.

Please include the following on the back:

• Your name 

• Your form

• Your House name

There will be winners for each House, plus and overall 
winner who will receive an Amazon voucher and have 
their work displayed in the Academy.

Deadline Friday 11 March 2022

PLATINUM JUBILEE PORTRAIT COMPETITION ALL
YEARS

mailto:polly.redmond%40astrea-longsands.org%0D?subject=
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Year 9 have so far this year been exploring a variety of techniques to strengthen 
their drawing skills.

Here they have looked at proportions, shaping and tonal range to create these super graphite drawings of the 
human hand.

DRAWING SKILLSYEAR
9


