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KEY DATES COMING UP:
26 January 
Year 8, 11, 13  
photographs

26 January 
Year 10 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

31 January 
Covid-19 vaccinations

10 February 
Year 13 parental 
consultations

22 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

14-18 February  
Half-term break

9 March 
Year 8 parental 
consultations  
(early closure)

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations 
(early closure)

4-18 April  
Half-term break

30 May - 3 June 
Half-term break

27 June - 1 July 
Year 10 Work Experience

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As the end of our first full week draws to a close, I wish to praise the students for 
the positive manner in which they have commenced the Spring Term.  

As you know, with increasing numbers of Covid-19 nationally, school communities 
were again asked to follow government recommendations to wear face masks 
in communal areas, including classrooms. The overhwleming majority of our 
community are following the government recommendations, and I am grateful 
to them for wearing masks in classrooms and around the school building. We 
have been advised that the Covid-19 vaccinations for students aged between 
12-15 have now been moved to Monday 31st January. The session will be for first 
and second doses.  We will share more information as soon as it is received from 
the Schools Immunisations Team. We understand that consent will be required 
to be obtained, irrespective of it being provided previously. So far this week we 
have a total of 12 students currently self-isolating due to positive PCR tests and 8 
members of staff. Your engagement with regular and targeted testing continues 
to make a real difference and has helped to identify asymptomatic cases and 
avoid community transmission.

As per Government guidance, from Monday 17 January people who are self-
isolating with COVID-19 are able to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days 
if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 
and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the 
morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or 
childcare setting immediately on day 6. Day 0 is the day of the positive test, or the 
day symptoms started, whichever occurred earlier. 

The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and 
the second must be taken the following day. All test results should be reported 
to NHS Test and Trace. If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should 
continue to self-isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests on 
consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, 
whichever is earliest. Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who 
continues to have a temperature will need to complete the full 10 day period of 
self-isolation. 

We are enormously proud of our Year 13 students who have been completing 
their mock exams this week. The purpose of the mock exams is to provide students 
with the valuable experience of preparing for and completing exams to assess 
their knowledge and understanding. The outcome of the mock exams also helps 
teachers to address any gaps in students’ knowledge. I know Year 13 students 
will have studying to do over the weekend in preparation for the completion of 
the mock exams next week, but I do hope that they also have some time to rest 
and relax.

continued overleaf...
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Year 11 students too have continued their focus on their summer exams. We are encouraged by the usage we 
are seeing in GCSEPod across the year group aswell as their attendance in the period 6 sessions we are running. 
All of this support will help students secure increased confidence and assurance with their exam preparation in 
the weeks ahead. This week has also seen the Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition students completing the 
practical element of their GCSE. Students each had the brief ‘celebration’ and had to research a celebration of their 
own choice and cook 2 dishes of high skill with accompaniments to fit this theme. Each student had 3 hours to 
prepare, cook, present their dishes and clean up, they all worked brilliantly to achieve their finished results. 

Our mid year assessments have started well with Year 9 students completing the majority of their assessments 
which teachers will be marking over the coming fortnight; we hope the feedback from this process will be helpful. 
This week, it is the turn of Year 8 students who will be taking their mid-year tests in lessons. Students and their 
parents/carers will have received a timetable and are reminded of revision resources and test timetables on the 
website. Students in Year 7 will be spending this week with test preparation in lessons, prior to their mid-year tests, 
which will begin next Monday 24 January. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

...continued from page 1...

A reminder that there is an exciting opportunity for Year 9 students 
to participate in a Research Essay Competition. 

The aim of the competition, run by The Perse School, Cambridge, 
is to promote independent research skills. Students can choose 
from five essay titles across the arts/humanities or sciences, on 
topics such as the spread of zoonotic diseases (such as Covid 19), 
achieving net zero carbon emissions, the role of slang and dialect 
in ‘standard English’, and the most influential artist since 1900.  

The deadline to submit the 1500 word essay is Monday 21 
February 2022. 

Further details, including the full essay titles and competition 
guidelines, can be found here. 

Students are asked to share any submissions with Ms Gordon 
too via deborah.gordon@astrea-longsands.org. We would like to 
encourage Year 9 students to consider taking part in this excellent 
opportunity.  

YEAR
9 ARISTOTELIAN AWARD: RESEARCH ESSAY COMPETITION

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/parents/assessment-and-revision/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/parents/assessment-and-revision/
https://www.perse.co.uk/upper/academic/independent-research/
mailto:deborah.gordon%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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As part of our continued support of our families wellbeing, please find the latest 
webinar from Becky Dawson on the subject of self-harm. This topic was raised as 
one that our parents and carers would like more information and guidance on, so 
we are pleased to be able to share this resource with you. To watch the webinar, 
please CLICK HERE.

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING WEBINARSALL 
YEARS

HEGARTY MATHS: TOP USERS Well done to all of our Top Users in Hegarty Maths - they’ve 
all been awarded a House point! Keep up the good work.

Year 7 – Joe Y, Noel K, Tamia B, Tia C, Hannah M, Yasmin H

Year 8 – Szymon P, Joe S, Sophie B, Felicity C, Joshua H, Linda W, Molly D

Year 9 – Nika B, Maksym M, Izzy H, Jake J, Nia K, Archie M

Year 10 – Florence M, Kye C, Livvy N, Milena H, Freya E

Year 11 – Georgia N, Ben H, Ellie M, Emily K, Yagiz T

YEARS
7-11

In common with most schools, it is likely that a number of parents/carers whose 
children attend Longsands Academy fail to claim free school meals (FSM), or 

Pupil Premium, even though they are entitled to them. Pupil premium money can help towards:  
•  Financial support for compulsory curriculum based educational trips.
•  Financial support for music tuition taking place in school.
•  Provision of equipment such as revision guides and calculators
•  Help with purchasing certain items of school uniform
•  Expenses judged by the Academy to maximise student achievement 

Not only that, but our catering team also provides an excellent range of healthy lunch options that are enjoyed daily 
by our students and your child may well be able to access these free of charge. Students in receipt of FSM pay for 
them in the same way as a non-FSM student (the money is credited to their parent pay account each day).

Children may qualify for pupil premium and/or FSM if any of the following apply to their parent(s) if they are (or have 
been) in receipt of any of the following:
•  Income Support
•  Income-Based Job Seekers Allowance
•  Income-Related Employment and Support Allowance
•  Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999

•  Child Tax Credit provided you are not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual income (as assessed by 
Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs) that does not exceed £16,190
•  The Guarantee Element of State Pension Credit
•  Universal Credit

Further details of the way in which the school uses Pupil Premium, or how to apply for it, can be found on our 
Academy website (www.astrea-longsands.org/pupil-premium/). If you have any questions regarding pupil premium, 
please contact Mr Lesurf (alf.lesurf@astrea-longsands.org).

PUPIL PREMIUMALL 
YEARS

https://youtu.be/Uv9DB1hW4_Q
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupil-premium/
mailto:alf.lesurf%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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At Longsands Academy, we believe that no child should start the day too hungry 
to learn. For this reason, we offer all of our students a free, nutritional breakfast 

each morning which provides them with all the energy they need to see them through to lunch time.

Our breakfast provision is on offer in the New Hall, every school day from 08:00 am.  If your child/ren would like a 
free breakfast, they can just turn up and we look forward to seeing them there!

 ALL
YEARS BREAKFAST CLUB
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Last week, students were 
engaging in discussion and 

debate around the topic ‘Is spending on space worthwhile’  The results are 
pictured on the right:

This week students will be discussing a topic that will be close to home 
for many of us: loss and bereavement. As the UK has now surpassed 
150,000 deaths from the Coronavirus, loss will be affecting countless 
families and communities around the country. 

This is why Votes For Schools have collaborated with The UK Commission 
on Bereavement to create an opportunity for the students to discuss: 
“Should learning about coping with loss & bereavement be included on 
the curriculum?” 

Students will explore the key terms that often accompany loss and 
bereavement, before finding out more about the various 
coping mechanisms for grief and what we can all do to 
support each other. 

We acknowledge that this is a very sensitive subject and 
so please see CLICK HERE to read a letter from Votes For 
Schools with guidance to resources that you can access if 
required. This letter was also emailed to all parents and 
carers on Thursday 13 January 2022.

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

YEARS
10

& 11 

GCSEPOD

ATTENDANCE REWARDS! Mrs Baker was delighted to 
praise students in every year 

group who had winning tickets from the attendance system. With support from 
local businesses, we were able to offer vouchers for Sweet Paradise and Shakie 
Jakes – we hope the winning students enjoy their treats! 

The 100% attendance tickets will continue w/c 10th January and form tutors 
will pass on tickets to any student with 100% attendance to allow them to be 
entered into the draw taking place at February half term.

If you have any questions relating to your child’s attendance, please contact Mrs Baker at Longsands via  
kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 

 ALL
YEARS

Congratulations  to students in AUSTEN House who have also 
watched the most Pods in the last week! 

In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is PRR and in Year 10 the top form is IMB. Our 
individual top podders for the week are Year 10 – Alfie B, Jasmine Z, Kayleigh H, Livi F and Louie J. Year 11 – Chelsie G, 
Daisy H, Melissa B, Matthew U and Bella G. Thank you for continuing to encourage your child/ren to use GCSEPod.

https://www.irisreach.cloud/schoolemails/164209295830470701318570/ParentandCarersletterlossandbereavementVFSpdf.pdf
mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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We were overwhelmed with entries for the photography 
competition last term with 135 students entering the 
competition and deciding the winners was an extremely 
tough job for the House Captains. However, we are proud to 
announce that the winners in each House are:

AUSTEN - Stuart R

DARWIN - Jasmine Z

HAWKING - Elsea L

SEACOLE - Jess G

TURING - Felicity G

Congratulations to all of the winners! 

Look out for the details on how you can enter the Spring 
Photography Competition later this term!

 ALL
YEARS HOUSE COMPETITION: AUTUMN PHOTOGRAPHY 



LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 17 January 2022                                                                                        (Week B) 

YEAR
11 YEAR 11: COLLEGE OPEN DAYS For students who are yet to apply or those who have 

applied and have not had the opportunity to visit the 
campus yet, an open day is an excellent opportunity to find out more.

Please find below information relating to college open days:

The Bedford College Group January Open Days at Bedford College and Shuttleworth College will be taking place 
in person, as planned. Please register on the website for the events at /bedfordcollegegroup.ac.uk/about/events/
The National College for Motorsport event remains a virtual event, as planned, and students can also register to join 
this on Thursday 3 February.

Cambridge Regional College Please check the dates and register at Open Days - Cambridge Regional College 
(camre.ac.uk)

The safety of our students is 
of the utmost importance to 

us. We want to do everything in our power to educate students about road safety in order to 
reduce the risk of an incident which could cause injury, or worse. Sadly, danger from traffic is 
a major cause of injury and death among young people, with the risk rising as children reach 
secondary school age. 

Students will be reminded in school of the steps they can take to remain safe whilst cycling or 
scooting to and from school. 

The key advice we are sharing with students is as follows:
Wear a helmet if you ride a scooter or bike

-  Wearing a helmet could save your life

-  We expect all Longsands students to wear helmets

-  If you are seen not wearing a helmet, we will send a letter to your parents/carers to let them know we are 
concerned about your safety on the way to and from school.

-  If you do not meet this expectation, you may not be allowed to ride a bike or scooter to school

Be seen

-  Wearing bright clothes or a high-vis band or jacket will help you be seen

-  Ensure you have working lights on you bike or scooter

Cross roads safely

-  Use a crossing where possible

-  If you are riding a scooter or bike, dismount

-  Try not to cross between parked cars- moving cars can’t see you

Avoid distractions like your phone and headphones

- Look both ways before crossing the road, then look again

If your child/ren is seen on their way to or from the Academy on a bike or scooter without a 
helmet, or if they are behaving in a way in which we feel puts them in unnecessary danger, their Student Support 
Officer will have a conversation with them in the first instance and we will also write to you for your awareness of 
our concern about their safety. Please help us to explain the importance of this message by discussing this issue 
with your child/ren at home.

 ALL
YEARS ROAD SAFETY: BE SAFE, BE SEEN

https://bedfordcollegegroup.ac.uk/about/events/
https://www.camre.ac.uk/about/events/open-days/
https://www.camre.ac.uk/about/events/open-days/
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Michael Craig-Martin was born in Dublin Ireland in 1941. He grew up and was 
educated in the United States, studying Fine Art at the Yale School of Art and 

Architecture. He has lived and worked in Britain since 1966. 

Over the past forty-two years he has had numerous exhibitions and installations in galleries and museums across 
the world, including the Centre Pompidou, Paris, and MoMA, New York, the Kunstvereins in Dusseldorf, Stuttgart, 
and Hannover, at IVAM in Valencia, and Kunsthaus Bregenz.

His work probes the relationship between objects and images, harnessing the human capacity to imagine absent 
forms through symbols and pictures. Year 12 Fine Artists have created their own large scaled compositions depicting 
a range of ordinary objects which have been transformed into colourful and distinctive images. 

Find out more about Michael Craig-Martin on his website: www.michaelcraigmartin.co.uk

YEAR 
12 YEAR 12 FINE ART

https://www.michaelcraigmartin.co.uk
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When Dame Rachel de Souza DBE became Children’s Commissioner for England, she undertook the largest ever 
survey of children – The Big Ask – to understand children’s lives. The findings of this survey were hugely encouraging 
for the future generation, not least because of their incredible resilience. But children, especially girls, talked about 
their experiences of sexualised bullying and peer-on-peer abuse and were calling firmly for more support. Most 
children want that support to come from their parents or carers.

Talking to our children about this issue can be hard. Parents and carers reported that they sometimes feel 
uncomfortable, not just because of the sexualised nature of the topic, but also because their children know more 
about technology than they do. For mums, dads and carers who grew up without smart phones, this whole world 
can feel bewildering.

However, the survey demonstrated 
that children want to talk to their 
parents and carers about this, and that 
is what is at the heart of this guidance.

The Children’s Commissioner for 
England brought together a group of 
16–21 year-olds and asked them what 
they think parents and carers should 
know, and what they should say to 
their children when talking about 
sexualised bullying and the pressures 
of growing up online. 

The following guidance, based on the 
voices of young people giving adults 
their tips on how to tackle this subject, 
is intended to help support with these 
difficult conversations. 

You can CLICK HERE to read the 
guide for parents and carers in full.

The overriding message you’ll see from 
the focus group is talk early, talk often. 

 ALL
YEARS ONLINE SEXUAL HARRASSMENT

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/cco_talking_to_your_child_about_online_sexual_harassment_a-guide_for_parents_dec_2021.pdf

