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8 December 
Year 11 Mock 
Results Day 

9 December 
Year 11 Parental 
Consultations

10 December 
Christmas Hampers 
Christmas Jumper Day 
Chrismas Lunch

16 December 
Christmas Carol Concert 

17 December 
Non-uniform day 
(end of term)

20 December to 3 January 
Christmas break

4 January 
Start of the Spring term

KEY DATES COMING UP: 

HOUSE POINTS

COVID TESTING UPDATEALL
YEARS

We continue to ask for your support to help in trying to prevent the 
spread of infection, particularly in the light of the new variant, by 

ensuring that you continue to test twice a week until you come back in January and also ensuring that those results 
are reported to NHS England and to us via the Academy website. In addition, all secondary schools have been asked 
to ensure that all students take a lateral flow test before coming back into school in January, preferably on the 
evening of Monday 4th January and again, in school, on your first day back, Tuesday 5th January. 

We will be giving out the usual boxes of 7 tests up until the end of term in PE lessons, therefore, please ensure that 
you know if you need one box or two boxes to ensure you can continue to test until you come back into school after 
the Christmas break. This doesn’t apply to those of you who have tested positive in the last 90 days. We will give you 
more information about the January testing before the end of term.

YEARS
7-11

Well done to all students who have been awarded House points 
for a variety of reasons so far this academic year - all of which are 
in recognition of our core values of Working Hard, Being Kind and 
Achieving More! 

Congratulations to everyone in HAWKING HOUSE who have the 
most House points overall so far, with 4,052!

Next is AUSTEN who have 3,872, very closely followed by  TURING 
with 3,868, and SEACOLE  with 3,824, then  DARWIN with 3,653.

Which House will be in the lead next week?

YEARS
10

& 11 

GCSEPOD Well done to students in Hawking House who 
have watched the most Pods in the last week. 

In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is RSC and in Year 10 the top 
form is KJD. Our individual top podders for the week are Amber, 
Lawinia and Sophie in Year 10 and Joshua, Samuel and Amelia in 
Year 11, great work everyone!
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Last week you were voting on the question ‘Has the pandemic made us 
more aware of disabilities?’  The results are below.

This week, following the recent spike in abusive videos of teachers being shared on TikTok, students will look at the 
‘classic’ debate of “Should students use smartphones in school?” through a 2021 lens. 

They will explore the benefits and drawbacks of young people using personal devices in school - including newer 
considerations such as online learning and cyberbullying of both students and teachers - and decide where they 
stand on this issue. 

They then consider whether there is a happy medium to be found and whether smartphones could be made 
‘school-proof’. 

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

UNIFORM DONATIONS AND SHOPYEARS
7-11

Thank you to the vast majority of you who continue 
to look incredibly smart in your school uniforms. If 

you are growing out of your current uniform and it’s still in good condition, we would like you to consider donating 
it to our new Uniform shop. We will be opening up a uniform shop one evening in the last week of each half term 
(starting from February) to enable parents and carers to request pre-loved items of uniform for a small donation to 
our Academy charity. 

We need as much old uniform as possible so if you have anything lurking in your wardrobe or drawers, please bring 
it in for us to wash and find it a new home. If you buy any new uniform over Christmas, please bring in your old 
uniform in January, you will be able to drop it at main reception. This is also good for the environment as lots of old 
uniform will otherwise end up in landfill – so another reason to support this fantastic venture. 

GRIEF AND LOSS SUPPORTALL
YEARS

As the Christmas period is almost upon us, many young people 
may be focusing on the loss of a loved one at this special time 

of year. Young Minds have produced a parent guide which provides support and strategies for parents who are 
helping their children through what can be a difficult time. We can also provide support in school if there are any 
students who need to talk to someone who is perhaps not connected with home. Our Student Support Team will 
be the first port of call for anyone wanting help and students can also use the Tell Us boxes around the site or email 
tellus@astrea-longsands.org. Parents and carers are also welcome to use the Tell Us email address. The link to 
the Young Minds guide is: https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parents/a-z-guide/grief-and-loss/ where links to 
other organisations that can provide help and support can also be found.

mailto:tellus%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/parents/a-z-guide/grief-and-loss/
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We are delighted to celebrate our Students of the Week who were 
awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

STUDENTS OF THE WEEKYEARS
7-11 

YEAR 9 BUSINESS CHALLENGEYEAR 
9

Starting Monday 6 December 2021, and running until Friday 10 December, 
Year 9 tutor groups will be running a Business Stall during lunchtimes. 

All students, from every year group can purchase items so if this is of interest, 
please bring in some money with you that week. Stalls include raffles, games, popcorn, lollipops, sweets cakes and 
more! All the money raised will go to our nominated charity, Cancer Research UK.

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Nathan J Hannah M
Olivia W

Nashrah A
Houda M

Blake M
Joshua L
Logan B
Maya R

Harriet N

Year 8 Luke C James A Thomas M
Harry Y
Theo B
Oliver A

Jodie J

Year 9 Charis A
Kelsey M
Freddie N
Louis H

Lucas F Samuel F James W

Year 10
Jamie O
Amelia M

Madison M
Kayleigh R
Spencer M

Jayden B Matheo J Jack P

Year 11 Lily-Mai M Luis G Ellie M

Scarlet R
Georgie T
Millie F
Jamie J

Richard J
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Date Year 9 Year 8 Year 7

2nd Dec Timetables/Study Space

9th Dec Mindmaps and 
flashcards 

Mindmaps and 
flashcards Mindmaps

16th Dec Spaced repetition and 
self-quizzing Spaced repetition Flashcards

6th Jan Coping with exam 
stress Self-quizzing Spaced repetition

13th Jan MYAs Coping with exam stress Self-quizzing

20th Jan MYA’s Coping with exam stress

27th Jan MYAs

Last week, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 discussed how to set up a purposeful revision space and how to create a 
revision timetable. Can you remember 3 top tips?

This week, you will be starting to think about revision techniques. You will learn about mindmaps, flashcards and 
self-quizzing before your mid-term assessments.

Remember that the Powerpoint presentations are on Doddle for you to access the advice and guidance at home.

The best way to revise is ‘little and often’- so start now!

Good luck Year 7, 8 and 9 for your mid-year assessments in January!

The schedule is as follows:

MID-YEAR ASSESSMENT PREPARATION AND REVISION SUPPORTYEARS
7, 8 
& 9

Don’t forget - when you make a purchase from one of the school 
catering outlets during December, you will be automatically entered 
into a prize draw! Therefore the more purchases you make the more 
entries you will receive and the more chances you will have to win! 

Bouquets containing treats and stationery items are the prizes this 
year - good luck!

PRIZE DRAW 16 DECEMBER!ALL
YEARS
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It is never too early to 
start thinking about the 

pathways that are available to you after you complete your GCSEs. The earlier you start to consider these the easier 
and less complicated the decision will be when you reach the end of your GCSE courses.

What routes and pathways are available to me? Here is a reminder of the most common pathways that students 
choose:

 

For more information, please visit the careers section in the library. You can also use the career platforms which 
have been introduced to you in your PD lessons – JED, Morrisby or Unifrog. See Mrs Martindale if you need a licence 
code to access the sites.

YEARS
10 

& 11

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: POST 16 OPTIONS

YEAR 11 MYCHOICE16 The deadline for submission of applications prior to the Christmas break 
is Friday 10 December. Any applications submitted after this date will 

not be sent until January 5th at the earliest. This is especially important if you are applying to a Cambridge sixth form 
with a deadline of early January. Please check deadlines carefully.

All applications are currently in ‘school hold’ and predicted grades will be uploaded this week. A member of staff will 
then check your application and release it from ‘school hold’. You can see the status of your application at any time 
from the homepage.

The guidance sessions on Wednesday 15 December will be allocated to students who have not yet logged into 
their account – more information to follow from your form tutor.

YEAR
 11 

YEAR 11 UPDATE On Wednesday 1 December, 
Year 11 enjoyed a celebration 

breakfast in the Ritchie Hall. Some muffins, waffles, hot chocolate 
and fruit were on offer to mark the end of the mock exam period 
and to recognise how hard Year 11s have been working since 
September.

Period 6 sessions continued this week, please do speak with your 
child/ren about the benefits of this further provision. Students who 
attend 90%  or more of their Period 6s will be eligible for a free 
ticket to the Year 11 Prom in summer. 

YEAR
 11 
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HEGARTY MATHS: TOP USERS
Well done to all of our Top Users in Hegarty Maths - you’ve all been awarded a House point! Keep up the good work.

Year 7 – Sidney G, Houda M, Harvey C, Jasmine D, Kasia B

Year 8 – Szymon P, Tilly A, Summer S, Felicity C, Lilly F, Emma P, Nia R

Year 9 – Ellis M, James G, Lilly F, Heidi J, Freya P, Bones Q

Year 10 – Elise L, Kayleigh H, Eva H, Freya E

Year 11 – Daisy E, Joshua G, Amelia B, Oliver D, George B

YEARS
7-11

CONDOVER HALL NETBALL TRIP FOR YEARS 7, 8 & 9
The annual netball trip is back! The residential netball trip to Condover Hall is set for May 2022. The PE department 
are therefore putting on netball club for Year 8 and 9 for the final two weeks of term. Monday 6 & 13 December will 
be Year 8 and Year 9 only netball club. Year 7 netball club is back on Thursdays. All those interested in Condover 
Hall please attend!

YEARS
7-9

Congratulations to the students who completed the cross 
country event in the quickest time across Years 7, 8 and 9. 
They were invited to spend some time with Mr Owen who was 
delighted to congratulate them on their success and also to 
hear more  about their sporting endeavours and achievements 
in recent times. 

All of these students recently represented Longsands Academy 
at the district cross country event, with a further 60 students, 
the biggest attendance of any school in the district. 

Mr Owen and Mr Hudson extend their congratulations to all 
students who competed in the event and wish good luck to all 
who qualified for the next round which is taking place at Priory 
Park on the 15 of January.  

CROSS COUNTRY ACHIEVEMENTSYEARS
7, 8 
& 9
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YEAR 10 ART As part of our ‘Under the Sea’ project, our 
Year 10 artists have been refining their craft 

knife cutting skills to create a series of paper stencils. Many of the sea 
creatures that they based their stencils on have intricate details, so the 
cutting process was particularly challenging. 

Student were then asked to develop a creative background to place their 
stencils over. Some students decided to use a selection of the experimental 
backgrounds that they created as part of their summer transition work, 
whilst others had a particular media in mind that they wanted to explore.

YEAR
 10
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ALL 
YEARS

Christmas 
2021

All hampers need to be delivered to A17 on Friday 10 December! 
There will be a prize for the ‘Best Dressed’ Hamper in each 
House but the most important thing is that all Tutor Groups are 
taking part and giving back to our local community.

Christmas Jumper Day!
On Friday 10 December, Longsands will be taking part in Save the Children’s 
Christmas Jumper Day. We are asking families to donate £1 (or however 
much they can give), to support children in the UK and around the world. 

Christmas Dinner!
On Friday 10 December, students can enjoy a 

delicious tradi� onal roast turkey dinner! 

Christmas Hampers!

Non-Uniform Day!
On Friday 17 December, students are invited to take 
part in a non-uniform day to raise vital funds for our 

nominated charity, Cancer Research UK.  We are asking 
families to donate £1 (or however much they can give). 


