
 

 
16 December 2021 

Dear Parent/Carer  
 

Return to the Academy – January 2022 
 

Further to the information in last week’s Principal’s Weekly Bulletin, I would like to provide more information 
and guidance about the testing arrangements and the staggered start for different year groups on our January 
return.  
 

To help manage the risk of community transmission of Covid-19, the Government has asked schools to 
implement further, additional measures. This includes on-site lateral flow tests in all secondary schools at the 
start of the spring term in January. As before, the testing programme is voluntary, and students are encouraged 
to take part. Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The ‘lateral flow’ tests are quick and easy, 
using a double nasal swab. Please rest assured that our experienced staff will be on hand to support any children 
who feel anxious about the process. A small number of students may need to repeat the test if the first test was 
invalid or void.  
 
If you haven’t yet provided consent and wish to, or if you wish to withdraw consent, please do so HERE. IF 
YOU WISH THE CONSENT YOU GAVE PREVIOUSLY TO REMAIN IN PLACE, THERE IS NO NEED TO DO ANYTHING. 
 

The staggered start and testing dates can be seen below: 
 

 TUESDAY 4 JANUARY 2022 Time 

Year 7 x: 7REM, 7PJV, 7AAK 8.45am 

Year 7 y:  7FKM, 7SJP, 7SXW 9.05am 

Year 7 z:  7ACK, 7ORW, 7JWB, 7CXM 9.25am 

Year 9 x:  9DPH, 9HJL, 9RLT 9.45am 

Year 9 y:  9CSO, 9NJD, 9SXH 10.05am 

Year 9 z: 9GXG, 9JAB, 9JVL, 9SSH 10.25am 

Year 11: 11LJC, 11LSG, 11PRJ, 11BMM, 11KMA 11.05am 

Year 11: 11RSC, 11PRR, 11CLA, 11BJD, 11BPP 11.30am 

Year 12:  all students 12.00pm (returning home immediately afterwards) 

Year 13:  all students 12.30pm (returning home immediately afterwards) 
 

WEDNESDAY 5 JANUARY 2022 Time 

Year 8 x: 8AJF, 8ERM, 8MLH 8.45am 

Year 8 y: 8AJR, 8EAT, 8RBB 9.05am 

Year 8 z: 8CMK, 8DVK, 8EMS, 8RJE 9.25am 

Year 10: 10GAH, 10JJB, 10NJS, 10CLG, 10KJD 9.45am 

Year 10: 10NDZ, 10CKK, 10IMB, 10MTL, 10JSS (10JSH) 10.15am 

 
 
Participating students who test positive will be informed about their results individually, in addition,  
parents/carers will be informed and further instructions provided  as they will need to follow the guidance from 
NHS Test and Trace and take a confirmatory PCR test. The outcome of the test will also be reported to the online 
NHS system.  If the result of the PCR test is negative students will be able to return to school.  
 

We are aware that some students have previously tested positive for Covid-19 and we are awaiting guidance on 
the timescales of testing following a positive case.  
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCnEDuFXxeQxCtgJg_XTcpXNURTFTS0RRREJRWkY4S0tVTUpNNFc4N1ZEWi4u


 

To accommodate the onsite testing in January we will be operating a staggered start to the term. The specific 
timings for each year group can be found above. Please note that the ‘return to school timings’ apply to all 
students within year groups 7 to 11, irrespective of whether they are being tested or not. Students who are 
not being tested should go to their lesson at the time stated in the table above for their group. Once on-site, 
students in these year groups will remain in school. On Tuesday 4th January Year 12 and Year 13 are to study 
from home, and only attend school for their test, returning home once complete. Those Year 12 and Year 13 
students not participating in testing are to study at home for the day on Tuesday 4th January, returning to school 
on Wednesday 5th January.  
 

Remote work for students who are not in school on Tuesday 4th January will be set on Doddle which may direct 
students to MS Teams, therefore please ensure that your child/ren accesses this, attends remote lessons and 
completes all work as directed. A reminder of how to access Office365 for free can be found here. 
 

For students in Year 9, mid-year exams will continue as planned apart from the following: a delay of one week 
for students in Y and Z populations missing their Food Tech, Art, Design Technology and Drama lessons on 
Tuesday period 1 and for Z population missing period 2 RE only.  
 

Regular testing over the Christmas period is advised: further supplies of test kits are readily available for students 
from Student Services or your child/ren’s PE teacher. We would ask you to remind your child/ren of the safety 
precautions expected when out of school. If your child/ren exhibits any symptoms - or they are identified as a 
close contact by Track and Trace - you should book a PCR test as soon as possible. We encourage parents and 
carers to familiarise themselves with the government’s advice and guidance surrounding symptoms, testing and 
positive cases in the household which can be found here. 
 

Thank you, as ever, for your co-operation and continued support with continuing to test at home and the use of 
face coverings in all communal school areas (unless exemptions apply). I appreciate the increased concerns 
regarding the new Omicron variant and hope these additional measures will help reduce the transmission and 
lead to a safe return to school for us all in the new year.  
 
Wishing you and your family a safe and happy Christmas break. 
 

Yours sincerely 

     
Mr N D Owen      
Principal   
 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Using-Office-365.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance

