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KEY DATES COMING UP:

11 November 
Remembrance Day

15 November 
Odd Socks Day

15-19 November 
Anti-Bullying Week 

25 November 
Year 12 parental 
consultations 

9 December 
Year 11 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

20 December to 3 January 
Christmas break

4 January 
Start of the Spring term

26 January 
Year 10 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

10 February 
Year 13 parental 
consultations

22 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

9 March 
Year 8 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

I hope you all had an enjoyable half-term break. It has been great to welcome 
students back this week and the Academy has felt very purposeful.

Thank you for your continued support in trying to keep our Academy community 
safe. The current guidance for parents / carers and students is as follows:

• Please support your child in taking lateral flow tests twice a week (Wed/Sun 
evenings or Mon/Thu mornings). More test kits are available in school.

• Report all test results both to the NHS and to us at school via the website.

• If your child’s lateral flow test is positive, please book a PCR, they should remain 
at home until the result. If this is negative they may return to school and continue 
to do twice weekly lateral flow tests.

• If your child develops symptoms (high temperature, loss of taste/smell, new 
persistent dry cough), please book a PCR, they should remain at home until the 
result – you may also wish to do a lateral flow test in the meantime.

• If a person living in your household receives a positive PCR test, or if your child 
is identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive, please book a 
PCR for your child. They may continue to come to school until they get the result 
but please also continue to carry out lateral flow testing daily until the 10th day 
of the contact.

• If your child has tested positive for Covid-19 in the last 90 days they should not 
carry out a PCR or lateral flow device test unless they develop new symptoms.

• If your child is aged 12-15 and hasn’t yet been vaccinated against Covid-19, 
please do consider booking them in for a vaccination as this is the best way to 
keep our Academy and families safe.

• If your child is 16-17 and hasn’t been vaccinated, they can go to a walk-in centre 
to request a vaccination, there is no need to book.

We are pleased to report far fewer positive cases since we returned from the half-
term break. We wish all students and their families happy and healthy half-term.

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCnEDuFXxeQxCtgJg_XTcpXNUQTg2OU9LWTJFMVVDRks0S0ZZMlFQNE1STS4u&wdLOR=cBB4BE149-E9DA-490B-AFEC-EEA8F9FBACD9
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/report-a-covid-19-test-result/
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Last week, students voted on ‘Are 
protests necessary for change?’ 

with the results compared to the local and national averages, which can be 
seen opposite.

For this week’s topic, we are celebrating this year’s Inter Faith Week a little 
early, with a topic about religious celebrations. 

Through the VoteTopic, voters are (re)introduced to the biggest religions in the 
UK today, and the distinctive and culturally significant events that come with 
these. They explore what these celebrations have in common, their histories, 
and how more people might be able to get involved. 

At the end of the session, they will vote on the question: “Should more people 
get involved with religious celebrations?”

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS

This year Longsands will be marking Remembrance 
Day in a number of ways. A new ‘Remembrance 
garden’ is being created between H Block and Science. 
It is intended that this small courtyard garden will 
be a place to remember not only soldiers and war 
victims, but also Longsands staff and students that 
have passed tragically before their time. A mural will 
be painted on the wall of some silhouetted soldiers 
walking through the Somme; in addition some 400 
crosses will be planted in the ground. Year 7 students 
have been researching soldiers that died in war using 
the CWGC website. On each of the crosses there are 
personal messages from students thanking soldiers 
for their sacrifice. This space has also been planted 
with poppy seeds which will flower in the Summer 
term. Please do look out for this space and think about what it represents.

Assemblies this week will also be themed around Remembrance. Mr Wayman 
will be telling students about the Indian involvement in WW1, and about two 
brave soldiers Ganga Singh and Khudadad Khan. As a school, we do not want 
to forget that this was not just a white war in Europe – it truly was a world war.

Longsands will also be holding a time of silence on the actual day of the 11th, 
reflecting on this time by learning a little about Vera Brittain and the loss that 
she experienced in the war. Mr Wayman and Mr Owen will be leading our whole 
school Remembrance day event.

In all of these things our hope is that these people will not be forgotten – we will 
remember them.

 ALL
YEARS REMEMBRANCE COMMEMORATIONS 2021

The beginnings of our remembrance garden, soon to be 
adorned with 400 crosses with personal messages of thanks 
to the many soldiers who lost their lives in the war. 

https://www.interfaithweek.org/
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In Language Leaders sessions we decorated 
some remembrance poppies and sent them 
to our partner school, Inda-Gymnasium, in 
Aachen Germany. On the poppies, we wrote 
about Remembrance Day and what the 
poppies symbolize.

We heard yesterday that our poppies 
have now arrived in Germany and that 
the students are reading the messages in 
their History and English lessons. We are 
looking forward to receiving a recording 
from students at Inda-Gymnasium telling 
us about Volkstrauertag (People’s Day of 
Mourning).

Mia F and Tara B, 
Year 10 Language Leaders

LANGUAGE LEADERSYEAR
10

Litter should not be an issue on our site but unfortunately, it is 
increasingly becoming a problem.  We should all take pride in and 
look after our surroundings, regardless of where we are.  Our 
personal living room, our high street, our park and our school site, 
they all deserve the same respect.

When Mr Powell spoke to some students who have dropped litter,  
he was disappointed to hear some of them reply that they were 
keeping someone in a job. This is, of course, not the attitude that we 
want to be fostering at Longsands so he is proud to be launching 
‘Litter Cruasders!’  

Students who are interested in being part of a lunchtime group who 
help to keep our site tidy and free from litter should let Mr Powell 
know by meeting him on Wednesday 10 November at 1.25 pm 
in A11. The more, the merrier and let’s keep Longsands litter free!

LITTER CRUSADERS!YEARS
7-11 

After a whopping 734 votes were cast in the vote for the charity that we are going to 
support this year, I am proud to announce that, with 48%, the charity is Cancer Research 
UK! Look out for the fundraising activities and events we will be hosting in the future!

LONGSANDS ACADEMY & SIXTH FORM CHARITY UPDATEALL 
YEARS
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It has been a pleasure to welcome back Year 11 students following the half term 
break. Year 11 have been working hard this week to prepare for their mock exams 

which will take place over the next fortnight. Students have continued to attend Period 6 sessions and I would urge 
students to continue making use of this valuable opportunity. Please note that there will be no Period 6 sessions 
throughout the mock examination period. 

In addition to the mock exam preparation week, I have produced a short presentation for parents detailing how 
best to support your child/ren with their ongoing revision: https://youtu.be/By_GZxyenBw 

Before the half term break, students were rewarded with pizza in their final Period 6 of the half term, as a reward 
for their efforts. In addition, students who achieved a significant number of House Points were invited on a bowling 
rewards trip to congratulate them for their commitment to our Academy values ‘Work Hard, Be Kind, Achieve More’.

I continue to be impressed by the maturity and dedication of Year 11 students and I look forward to seeing them 
demonstrate their hard work in the upcoming mock exams.

Mr Milne - Head of Year 11.

YEAR 11 UPDATEYEAR
11 

As part of our knowledge-
rich curriculum, we have 

identified the core knowledge that students need to be successful in each subject and collated this into a series of 
‘knowledge organisers’.  This includes facts, dates, characters, quotes, precise definitions, and important vocabulary.  
The knowledge organisers for Years 10 and 11 can now be found on the Academy website here.  

By committing this core knowledge to memory, students will be in a strong position to use and apply this knowledge 
in a range of contexts.  Students use the knowledge organisers in lessons, in tutor time, and during homework 
tasks.  An important aspect of students’ revision for mid- and end-of-year examinations will be to use the knowledge 
organisers for self-quizzing.  Students have been taught how to use the knowledge organisers effectively by their 
form tutor. 

The main method we encourage students to use for self-quizzing is ‘look, cover, write, check’, but students may 
also find it useful to make flash cards that they can test themselves with, or create a diagram such as a mind map 
showing how the knowledge is connected.  

KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS FOR YEAR 10 & 11YEARS
10 

& 11 

Dr Cullen would like to thank all of the students and staff who supported 
the Wear it Pink fundraising event on the 22nd October by wearing 
pink and donating money. 

We raised the highest amount for a Sixth Form charity event in recent 
years, a fantastic £664. All the money raised (plus gift aid) goes directly 
to Breast Cancer Now to support them in the work they do with patients 
and families across England. 

YEARS 
 12 

& 13

OVER £600 RAISED FOR BREAST CANCER NOW

https://youtu.be/By_GZxyenBw 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/curriculum/knowledge-organisers/
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We have been asked to share the latest edition of the Cambridgeshire 
Constabularly Safer Schools Newsletter with you - you can read it here.

The subjects included in the CCC November newsletter include:

• Anti-Bullying Week: One Kind Word 

• Warning to Parents: Squid Game

• Knife Crime Awareness week of action

• Remain safe this firework night

• Road Safety week: Be a road safety hero 

The main aim and objective of the CCC Safer Schools newsletter is to engage with parents and carers of both 
Primary and Secondary school pupils. They attempt to cover a wide range of suitable police related topics which 
they hope offer parents/carers some support and advice regardless of the age of their child(ren). 

CCC SAFER SCHOOLSALL 
YEARS

UKMT MATHEMATICAL OLYMPIAD FOR GIRLS RESULTS
Ms Bell and the Maths department are very proud of the incredible results received by the Year 12 and 13 girls who 
recently participated in the UKMT Olympiad for Girls. 

Very well done to Abigail H and Emily Stevens - who were both awarded a Distinction, to Sarah A-F who was awarded 
a Merit and also to Samaria L who was awarded a Certificate of Participation. These are excellent results of which 
you should all be truly proud.

YEARS
12

& 13

Recently there has been a 
rise in the profile of sexist 

and sexual abuse and harassment in society and in schools nationally. A recent review by Ofsted has found that a 
shocking number of young people have seen or experienced this in schools across the country. Here at Longsands 
we already have strategies in place to support students who see or experience sexual harassment and the topic 
has been included and subsequently revised in the Personal Development curriculum for several years. We have 
additionally conducted extensive student surveys, student voice panels and incorporated the issue into our 
assembly programme.

As a result of Ofsted’s recent review, however, an assembly was held with students last week outlining the issues 
that we, as a school community, face and the ways in which we can combat sexist behaviour and sexual abuse and 
harassment in our local community and wider society. This was followed by a student feedback survey, which had 
positive outcomes.  When asked if they knew what sexist behaviour was, 94% replied yes and when asked if they felt 
they could challenge this behaviour, 53% said yes and 38% replied maybe, which is a very encouraging starting point 
in changing our culture as an Academy. Staff have also received dedicated training on these issues which feeds into 
our whole school approach in addressing this most important subjefct. 

Together, we can tackle the injustice of sexist behaviour and sexual abuse and harassment, making our Academy a 
safer and happier place to be and as a result, our wider local community.

ALL
YEARS SEXUAL ABUSE AND HARRASSMENT UPDATE

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/CCC-Safer-Schools-newsletter-November-2021.pdf
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HOUSE POINTS Well done to all students who have been 
awarded House points for a variety of 

reasons so far this academic year - all of which are in recognition of our 
core values of Working Hard, Being Kind and Achieving More! 

Congratulations to students in TURING HOUSE who have the most 
House points overall at the moment, with 2,798!

AUSTEN are close behind with 2732. HAWKING and SEACOLE are neck 
and neck with 2608 and 2604 respectively and DARWIN have 2469.

YEARS
7-11 

LONGSANDS BAKE OFF WINNERS!
It is with great pleasure that we can announce the winners of the Great Longsands Bake Off!  Student entries were 
of an incredibly high standard and we congratulate all of them on their brilliant efforts. Congratulations to the 
winning entries:

YEARS
7-11 

1st prize: Lewis C 2nd prize: Poppy G 3rd prize: Charlotte C and Emily M

It was our great pleasure 
to invite an ex-student 

Simon Burton OBE to come in and talk to our History and Politics students. Simon 
was an ex-student who did Politics at Longsands with Mr Seymour. After going to the 
University of Hull to study Politics, he had had a number of jobs within the Conservative 
Party. He is currently Special Adviser to the Government Chief Whip. 

He spoke to our A Level students about what it is like to work in politics with all of the 
highs and lows that it entails. It was particularly helpful to see that a degree in the Arts and Humanities can lead to 
all sorts of different jobs. We are very grateful to Simon for being willing to return to his old school and in his own 
words, give back to the place that allowed him to be where he currently is.

 YEARS
12

& 13

VISIT FROM SIMON BURTON OBE
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAMMEALL 
YEARS

PARENT AND CARER CONSULTATIONS AND EARLY CLOSURESALL 
YEARS

Please be reminded of the Parent and Carer Consultation dates.  On the dates for the Year 7 – 11 consultations 
students will finish after Period 3 at 12:05 pm.  Work will be set on Doddle in the afternoon for those year groups 
who will not be meeting with Teachers for their consultations.  The early closure allows us to maximise appointments 
and ensures that as many Parent and Carers can meet with as many Teachers as possible.  We appreciate how 
valuable these meetings are and thank you for your understanding in this matter.  

Early buses will be arranged and hot food will be available from the canteen at break for those who are in receipt 
of free school meals.  A supervised area will be provided for students to work in if you cannot facilitate your child at 
home during the course of the afternoon, please do contact your child/ren’s Head of Year if you wish for them to 
remain in school.

Date Year Group
25 November 2021 Year 12 Parental Consultations

9 December 2021 Year 11 Parental Consultations

26 January 2022 Year 10 Parental Consultations

10 February 2022 Year 13 Parental Consultations

22 February 2022 Year 9 Parental Consultations

9 March 2022 Year 8 Parental Consultations

24 March 2022 Year 7 Parental Consultations
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Anti-Bullying Week is 15 to 19 November 2021 and it has 
the theme One Kind Word.  

Kindness is more important today than it has ever 
been. The isolation of the last year has underlined how 
little acts of consideration can break down barriers and 
brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one of 
the reasons, that ‘One Kind Word’ has been chosen as the 
theme of Anti-Bullying Week taking place from 15 to 19 of 
November 2021.

We are kicking off the week with Odd Socks Day! 

Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to 
be fun! It’s an opportunity to encourage people to 
express themselves and celebrate their individuality 
and what makes us all unique!

There is no pressure to wear the latest fashion or to 
buy expensive costumes.  All you have to do to take 
part is wear odd socks to school it couldn’t be simpler!  
Odd Socks day will take place on the first day of Anti-
Bullying Week each year to help raise awareness of 
bullying.

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2021ALL 
YEARS
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HEGARTY MATHS A massive congratulations to the hard work of these students, each of these 
students have been working incredibly hard using Hegartymaths, many 

completing work above and beyond what has been set for homework. Each of these students will receive a 
housepoint for this fabulous achievement. A guide to Hegarty Maths can be found here.

Half Term 1 results:

YEARS
7-11 

Year 7 Name of Student Questions answered correctly
1 Dylan B 1194
2 Houda M 432
3 Oli W 351

Year 8 Name of Student Questions answered correctly
1 Szymon P 402
2 Alexa H 290
3 Charlie M 282

Year 9 Name of Student Questions answered correctly
1 Skye M 648
2 Bones Q 280
3 Maisie G 242

Year 10 Name of Student Questions answered correctly
1 Tara B 1265
2 Megan C 565
3 Mia F 460

Year 11 Name of Student Questions answered correctly

1 Isaac T 2556
2 Isabella F 747
3 Anna N 456

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/6_Student-and-parent-home-support-guide.pdf


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 8 November 2021                                                                            (Week B) 

TUTOR TIME READINGYEARS
7-10

Students in Year 7-10 are reading a novel in tutor time on Fridays, with 
the aims of improving their confidence in reading aloud and to enjoy 

reading an engaging book together. Each book also explores relevant issues to young people and interesting topics 
for discussion, so it is a great opportunity to have some wider conversations in tutor time. 

We have had positive feedback from students about the books they are reading, and it has been wonderful to see 
students reading aloud to the class with increasing confidence. We encourage you to ask your child about the book 
they are reading in class and what they think of the story so far. 

A reminder of the books being read: 

Year 7: Carrie’s War 

Year 8: Northern Lights or Chinglish  

Year 9:  Noughts and Crosses or The Boxer 

Year 10: Never Let Me Go or The Beekeeper of Aleppo 

Some possible questions for discussion at home: 

Who is the main character of the book and what are they like? 

Where and when is the story set? What have you learnt about the places and time periods the story takes place in? 

What has happened in the story so far? What do you predict will happen next? 

Are you enjoying the book? Why or why not? 

What themes, morals and messages do you think the book explores? 

Does it remind you of any other books you’ve read, or TV shows/films? In what way? 

We would like to congratulate 
the 424 students who had 100% 

Attendance in the first half term of this academic year. Excellent attendance will 
ensure students do not have any gaps in their learning and are able to achieve 
their potential. We like to encourage and reward excellent attendance and launch 
a new reward system next week-further details can be found in the Student 
Bulletin.

Well done to Year 12 who have currently got the best year to date attendance with 92.7%

We have noticed a rise in term time holidays and would like to remind parents/carers government regulations 
are clear parents do not have permission to take a child out for the purposes of a term time holiday. There are 
190 statutory school days in an academic year and 175 days (weekends and school holidays) available to use for 
holidays or special occasions. Every school day counts. Penalty notices will be issued for single event absences 
of at least 3 consecutive school days or more where these absences are unauthorised because they are neither 
exceptional nor unavoidable. 

For any queries relating to attendance please email Mrs Walker at absence@astrea-longsands.org or Mrs Baker at 
kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 

ATTENDANCE UPDATEALL
YEARS

mailto:absence%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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https://www.astrea-longsands.org/report-a-covid-19-test-result/

