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KEY DATES COMING UP:

15 November 
Odd Socks Day

15-19 November 
Anti-Bullying Week 

25 November 
Year 12 parental 
consultations 

9 December 
Year 11 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

16 December 
Christmas Carol Concert

20 December to 3 January 
Christmas break

4 January 
Start of the Spring term

26 January 
Year 10 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

10 February 
Year 13 parental 
consultations

22 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

9 March 
Year 8 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

24 March 
Year 7 parental 
consultations (early 
closure)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We are enormously proud of our Year 11 students who have been completing their 
mock exams this week. The purpose of the mock exams is to provide students with 
the valuable experience of preparing for and completing exams to assess their 
knowledge and understanding. The outcome of the mock exams also helps teachers 
to address any gaps in students’ knowledge. I know Year 11 will have studying to do 
over the weekend in preparation for the completion of the mock exams next week, 
but I do hope that they have some time to spend rest and relax.

A particular highlight of the week has been the work we have done to mark 
Remembrance Day. A key part of this has been creating our memorial garden. 400 
wooden crosses with poppies were planted in the garden by Year 8 volunteers, 
many containing messages from Year 7 students, who have been researching 
soldiers that died in war. Well done to all involved! A copy of the presentation we 
shared on Remembrance Day is HERE.

Finally, the government announced this week their clear policy 
decision that GCSE and A level exams will go ahead in England 
in the summer of 2022. However, in the unlikely event that 2022 
exams cannot go ahead, they have published their contingency 
plans whereby students’ grades will instead be determined by 
their teachers, using a Teacher Assessed Grades approach. 

Dr Jo Saxton, Chief Regulator of Ofqual, has written a letter 
for those preparing to take their exams next year. Our key 
advice to students in Year 11 and Year 13 is to continue to 
thoroughly prepare for your class assessments and forthcoming 
Mock Exams in the usual manner we would expect. 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

https://youtu.be/Gs3DPukCjI8
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/open-letters-arrangements-for-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2022/letter-to-students
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HOUSE POINTS
Well done to all students who have been awarded House points 
for a variety of reasons so far this academic year - all of which are 
in recognition of our core values of Working Hard, Being Kind and 
Achieving More! 

Congratulations to students in TURING HOUSE who have the most 
House points overall at the moment, with 3,086!

AUSTEN are close behind with 2,977 followed by HAWKING who have 
2,921, then  SEACOLE  with 2,898 and DARWIN whohave 2,708.

Which House will be in the lead next week?

YEARS
7-11 

MFL: CREATIVE TRANSLATION COMPETITON
Launch of the annual Creative Translation competition from Queen’s College Oxford @TranslationExch

Our Year 10 linguists have been busy this week learning about the power of creative translation and its role in the 
workplace. They have had the opportunity to listen to testimonies from a qualified translator and from Modern 
language undergraduates about the importance and value of translation as a career. The students have also 
worked on translating the poem Liberté by Paul Eluard - an ode to freedom written during the German occupation 
of France. 

To find out more about the competition you can visit the website dedicated to the competiton Translation 
Exchange | The Queen’s College, Oxford

YEAR
10 

The New Directions composition competition is an opportunity 
for budding musicians to try their hand at composing a 

musical piece, and to explore music’s role in bringing communication and creativity to life. CLICK HERE for details. 
The competition is open to anyone aged 18 and under, and compositions can be from any style or genre – the more 
inventive, the better!

The full competition brief is available on the Robinson College Music Society website. Students should submit 
their composition by the following deadlines according to age group:

·       18 and under: 30 January 2022

·       15 and under: 13 February 2022

·       12 and under: 27 February 2022

Winning entrants for each age category will receive a prize voucher and have the chance to attend a Music workshop 
day at Robinson College. 

COMPOSITION COMPETITIONALL
YEARS

https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/translation-exchange
https://www.queens.ox.ac.uk/translation-exchange
https://robinsoncollegemusicsociety.co.uk/outreachprojects/
https://robinsoncollegemusicsociety.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-22-ND-Leaflet.pdf
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3vLXf2wUiEkQYu
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3vLXf2wUiEkQYu
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Students have been making great use of the excellent GCSEPod resource meaning that in the ‘Pod Games’ Regional 
Leaderboard (which measures our useage of GCSEPod per student) Longsands is currently 13th out of the 223 
competing schools (and 1st out of the 6 competing Astrea schools). This is a superb effort and we thank you for 
continuing to encourage your child(ren) to use GCSEPod.

GCSEPOD SUCCESS FOR LONGSANDS STUDENTSYEARS
10

& 11

Your child’s school has invested in the award winning resource, 
GCSEPod, to help your child reach their goals! 
 
Join the thousands of parents/carers encouraging their children to use 
GCSEPod to support learning, homework and revision.

Want to find out how you can support your child more with GCSEPod? Then join one of our free 
webinars by registering here: https://www.gcsepod.com/podup-presents-webinars/ 

Proven to increase results

28+ exam mapped subjects 

Available online and offline

Audio visual content

Builds confidence

Independently accessible assessments

SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
ON THE PATH TO SUCCESS

Student Activation
Please follow these instructions if your child has not yet activated their GCSEPod account

1. Go to GCSEPod.com and click ‘LOG IN’
2. Click ‘New to GCSEPod? Get Started’
3. Enter your child’s details and confirm the 
 name of the school they attend
2. Create a username and password

For more information please visit 
www.gcsepod.com/parents

gcsepod.com info@gcsepod.com 0191 338 7830

“The correlation between 
success and failure was 
made almost 100% clear by 
the use of GCSEPod.”

Head of MFL
at Yateley School

“I found GCSEPod especially 
useful to compliment my 
knowledge and I’m certain 
it helped me secure the 
grades that I have been so 
happy to receive.”

Student

“My daughter used 
GCSEPod for her GCSEs and 
was very successful with 
her results, she absolutely 
loved your Pods and this 
style of revising.”

Parent

http://gcsepod.com
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Thank you for your continued support in trying to keep our Academy community 
safe. The current guidance for parents / carers and students is as follows:

• Please support your child in taking lateral flow tests twice a week (Wed/Sun evenings or Mon/Thu mornings). More 
test kits are available in school.

• Report all test results both to the NHS and to us at school via the website.

• If your child’s lateral flow test is positive, please book a PCR, they should remain at home until the result. If this is 
negative they may return to school and continue to do twice 
weekly lateral flow tests.

• If your child develops symptoms (high temperature, loss of 
taste/smell, new persistent dry cough), please book a PCR, they 
should remain at home until the result – you may also wish to 
do a lateral flow test in the meantime.

• If a person living in your household receives a positive PCR 
test, or if your child is identified as a close contact of someone 
who has tested positive, please book a PCR for your child. They 
may continue to come to school until they get the result but 
please also continue to carry out lateral flow testing daily until 
the 10th day of the contact.

• If your child has tested positive for Covid-19 in the last 90 
days they should not carry out a PCR or lateral flow device test 
unless they develop new symptoms.

• If your child is aged 12-15 and hasn’t yet been vaccinated 
against Covid-19, please do consider booking them in for a 
vaccination as this is the best way to keep our Academy and 
families safe.

• If your child is 16-17 and hasn’t been vaccinated, they can go 
to a walk-in centre to request a vaccination, there is no need 
to book.

COVID TESTINGALL 
YEARS

A huge congratulations to all of the students who took part in the quiz 
on the evening of Thursday 4 November. 

This year was the highest ever for student participation and the 
Longsands Sixth Form team managed to achieve a third-place finish, 
with a total points score of 170!

YEARS 
 12 

& 13

SIXTH FORM ROTARY CLUB QUIZ

 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCnEDuFXxeQxCtgJg_XTcpXNUQTg2OU9LWTJFMVVDRks0S0ZZMlFQNE1STS4u&wdLOR=cBB4BE149-E9DA-490B-AFEC-EEA8F9FBACD9
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/report-a-covid-19-test-result/
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ENRICHMENT PROGRAMMEALL 
YEARS

LONGSANDS 
Autumn Enrichment Programme 2021 

                     

        

 Before School 8 am to 8:30 am Lunchtime After School 3:10 pm – 4 pm / 4:30 pm 

M
ON

DA
Y • Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library 

and Sixth Form Block  
• All year Independent Study in Library  
• Breakfast Club with BJS and KP in New Hall 

• All Years String Ensemble in K1 
• Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition Clinic with PRR in D23 
• All Years History Society with JJW in H3.1  

• Years 8/9 Hockey Club (Girls and Boys) with KJD/KAN/SXH, Pavillion Changing Rooms 
• Year 7 Rugby Club with JJB/LMT - Sports Hall Changing Rooms 
• Years 7/8/9/10 Fitness/X Country Club with SSH – Sports Hall Changing Rooms 
• Years 7/10 Girls Football with KES/PGCE, Pavillion Changing Rooms 
• Year 7 Basketball Club with TWW – Sports Hall Changing Rooms 
• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library and Sixth Form Block 
• Homework Club with KP in the Library 
• Year 10 GCSE Music Technology Club with BPP in K1 
• Year 10 Debating Society in N116 with SJC 
• Years 12/13 History Ready Group, first Monday of every month with JJW in H3.1 
• Years 12/13 Chemistry Olympiad with MTL/AFI/DPH in G4 
• Year 12 Young Enterprise with BCC in F21 
• Duke of Edinburgh Award with BJD in N12 

TU
ES

DA
Y • Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library 

and Sixth Form Block 
• All year Independent Study in Library  
• Breakfast Club with BJS and KP in New Hall 

• Year 7/8/9 Choir with BPP in K1 
• Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition Clinic with PRR in D23 
• Year 11 English Literature Discussion Group with GXG in N115 

• Years 7/8/9 Girls Rugby – St Neots Rugby (starting 23 November) with BJS/BBH, Pavilion 
Changing Rooms 

• All Years Young Carers with AM in Wood Workshop 
• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library and Sixth Form Block 
• Homework Club with KP in the Library 

W
ED

NE
SD

AY
 

• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library 
and Sixth Form Block 

• All year Independent Study in Library  
• Breakfast Club with BJS and KP in New Hall 

• Year 7/8/9 Keyboard Club with JDP in K1 
• Year 10 Language Leaders with LJF/EAT/PJV 
• Year 9 Design Technology National Competition with HRR in C2 
• Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition Clinic with PRR in D23 

• Years 8/9 Basketball Club with JSH/PGCE - Sports Hall Changing Rooms 
• All Years Diversity Group with AM in the RR 
• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library and Sixth Form Block 
• Homework Club with KP in the Library 
• All Years Maths Clinic in N210 and N211 
• Year 10 Film Club with AJR in N114 

TH
UR

SD
AY

 

• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library 
and Sixth Form Block  

• All year Independent Study in Library  
• Breakfast Club with BJS and KP in New Hall 

• All Years LGBTQ+ Club with NDZ in H3.3 
• All Years Christian Union with JJW in H3.1 
• Year 11/12/13 science Book Club with NJS/SWB in G6 
• Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition Clinic with PRR in D23 

• Years 7/10 Netball Club with SAH/VJP/PGCE (from 2 December) Year 7 Sports Hall Changing 
Rooms Years 10 PA Changing Rooms 

• Years 7/8/9 Italian Club with EAT in H22 
• Years 8/9 Rock Band Project with BPP in K1 
• All Years Diversity Group with AM in the RR 
• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library and Sixth Form Block 
• Homework Club with KP in the Library 

FR
ID

AY
 • Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library 

and Sixth Form Block 
• All year Independent Study in Library  
• Breakfast Club with BJS and KP in New Hall 

• All Years Soul Band with BPP in K1.  Students should be at a 
minimum Grade 3 standard. 

• Year 11 Food Preparation and Nutrition Clinic with PRR in D23 
• Year 8 Street Food Club with PRR in D23 
• Year 7 Book Club with IJF in the Library 

• Years 7/8/9/10/11 Fitness Suite Club, FIRST 30 STUDENTS ONLY – Pavillion Changing Rooms 
• Years 10/11 Trampolining Club with KJD – PA Changing Rooms 
• Years 7/8/9/10/11 STEM Club with SWB, EM, NJS in Science 
• Sixth Form Independent Study in the Library and Sixth Form Block 
• Homework Club with KP in the Library 
• Years 12/13 Medical Society with AFI/SXH in G10 

 

         Categories 

Sports and Physical Health  aimed at developing resilience, self-esteem, collaboration and fitness 
Well Being and Mental Health  aimed at developing mental wellness, resilience, self-esteem, collaboration, communication and calmness 
Expanding Horizons  opportunities to develop a range of skills: teamwork, communication skills, problem solving, work ethic, flexibility, interpersonal skills 
Creativity and The Arts  aimed at developing confidence, communication, creativity, self-esteem and critical thinking 
Additional Study  aimed at supporting student with embedding and expanding their current skills and understanding in a range of subject areas 

Last week, students voted on ‘Should more people get involved with relgious 
celebrations’ with the results compared to the local and national averages, 
which can be seen opposite.

To mark Anti-Bullying Week, and this year’s theme of #OneKindWord, this 
week students are exploring the question:

‘Is banter an excuse for bullying?’

Students will reflect on when this kind of language crosses the 
line, where we see it at play in the real world, and what can 
be done to ensure no one uses it as an excuse for abuse or 
discrimination.  

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS
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Anti-Bullying Week is 
15 to 19 November 

2021 begins on Monday 15 November with Odd Socks Day.

Kindness is more important today than it has ever been. The isolation 
of the last year has underlined how little acts of consideration can break 
down barriers and brighten the lives of the people around us. This is one 
of the reasons, that ‘One Kind Word’ has been chosen as the theme of Anti-
Bullying Week taking place from 15 to 19 of November.

Most importantly, Odd Socks Day is designed to be 
fun! It’s an opportunity to encourage people to express 
themselves and celebrate their individuality and what 
makes us all unique!

There is no pressure to wear the latest fashion or to 
buy expensive costumes.  All you have to do to take 
part is wear odd socks to school it couldn’t be simpler!  
Odd Socks day will take place on the first day of Anti-
Bullying Week each year to help raise awareness of 
bullying.

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2021ALL 
YEARS

The New Directions composition competition is an opportunity for budding musicians to try their hand at composing 
a musical piece, and to explore music’s role in bringing communication and creativity to life. CLICK HERE for details. 

This exciting competition is open to anyone aged 18 and under, and 
compositions can be from any style or genre – the more inventive, the better!

The full competition brief is available on the Robinson College Music Society 
website and students will find that there is a variety of options for inspiration 
that they can chose from.

Students should submit their composition by the following deadlines 
according to age group:

·       18 and under: 30 January 2022

·       15 and under: 13 February 2022

·       12 and under: 27 February 2022

Winning entrants for each age category will receive a prize voucher and have 
the chance to attend a Music workshop day at Robinson College. 

COMPOSITION COMPETITIONALL
YEARS

https://robinsoncollegemusicsociety.co.uk/outreachprojects/
https://robinsoncollegemusicsociety.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-22-ND-Leaflet.pdf
https://cambridge.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e3vLXf2wUiEkQYu
https://robinsoncollegemusicsociety.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/2021-22-ND-Leaflet.pdf
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POST 16 PATHWAYSYEAR
11

To support your child’s successful transition to a post 16 pathway, 
we are pleased to be hosting a Post 16 pathways activity during the 

forthcoming PD session on 17 November. The session will take place virtually. During period 4 the session will 
involve representatives from two local colleges (Bedford/Shuttleworth and Cambridge Regional College) and the 
period 5 session will be hosted by Aim Apprenticeships and will focus on how to find apprenticeship opportunities 
and how to apply. Students will have the opportunity to ask questions during both sessions.

To further support students wishing to apply for an apprenticeship, at lunchtime on 17th we will be joined in the 
Library by Andrew Grantham, along with his engineering apprentice, from Daily Dose Ltd, a local company that 
are currently looking to take on apprentices. Students are encouraged to use this time to talk informally about the 
requirements for apprenticeship courses, how to apply and how to improve the chances of being successful.

If students miss this event or would like more bespoke guidance, both Bedford and Cambridge Regional College 
will be returning to Longsands in the week commencing 22 November when they will be running a pop-up stand in 
the Library.

Please also be reminded that students should have completed their profile and favourited their courses on 
MyChoice16. All applications must remain as ‘drafts’ and should not be sent until references and predicted grades 
have been uploaded by the Academy. If you have not yet viewed the presentation ‘Making a successful 
transition onto a Post 16 pathway’, you can do so HERE.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary would like 
to draw your attention to the forthcoming 

national knife crime week of action – Operation Sceptre: Monday 15th November 2021– Friday 19th November 
2021.  

This operation is designed to educate Children and Young People and raise awareness of the consequences of 
knife crime. Please see the postcard for more information about the dangers and consequences of carrying a knife 
and information on how to report any concerns anonymously.

CAMBRIDGE CONSTABULARY UPDATEALL 
YEARS

https://youtu.be/Kpm7BKB2NyU
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Our choir are currently rehearsing for the Christmas carol concert which is 
taking place on Thursday 16 December at 6pm in St Mary’s Church, Eaton 

Socon. Longsands Voices is open to all Years and abilities – interested students can drop in (Tuesdays at lunch time 
in K1) for a sing! 

For further information please contact our Head of Music, Mr Parkes via bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org 

LONGSANDS VOICESALL
YEARS

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/holiday-activities-and-food-programme
mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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The Cambridgeshire Local Authority have been planning for the Christmas Holiday and Food (HAF) Programme and 
will offer eligible children and young people up to 16 hours of fully funded access to a participating holiday scheme 
or activity. Please see the poster below for more details. 

CAMBRIDGESHIRE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY AND FOOD PROGRAMME ALL
YEARS

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/holiday-activities-and-food-programme

