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Sixth Form Weekly Update

Despite this week being slightly shorter due to a teacher training day and an 
opening evening, the Sixth Form has continued to provide a hugely supportive 
environment for all students in the run up to the half-term break. Most notably, 
the support and guidance offered to all of the university early entry applicants 
in Year 13, who now only have one week remaining to submit their UCAS 
applications. A huge thank you to all the staff who have worked closely with these 
students for all of their support. Next week also marks the start of the EPQ for 
Year 12 students, as intoductory sessions will be held on the 13 and 14 October 
during period 5. This qualification will provide a chance for Year 12 students to 
really begin to understand the research methods and techniques that will be so 
vital throughout their time in the Sixth Form.

Signing in and out of the Academy is a vital process that needs to be followed 
to comply with safeguarding and fire safety procedures. Please continue to use 
the Biostore boxes to sign in and out when entering and leaving the Academy 
grounds.

Thank you to all those students who continue to wear their lanyards around the 
Academy. However, we have noticed that there are too many students requiring 
reminders to display their lanyards clearly. Please refer to the Sixth Form student 
handbook which clearly states, “Student lanyards must be worn at all times when 
on the Academy site, for safeguarding, gate access and photocopying.” You are 
expected to follow this vital part of the dress code and ensure that your lanyards 
are visible at all times. 

From your Head of Year, Mr Walker: “Whilst we continue to see rising cases of 
Covid-19, it is important for Year 12 students to remember the importance placed 
on them as role models to the younger year groups. I continue to thank you 
all for representing yourselves, the Sixth Form and the Academy to this end. In 
the next few weeks we begin work towards gaining a further knowledge and 
understanding of post-18 destinations. I recommend students devote considerable 
independent time towards creating shortlists and potential pathways via their 
Unifrog accounts.”

If there are any queries, please contact Thomas.Walker@astrea-longsands.org 

From your Head of Year, Dr Cullen: “It has been a busy start to Year 13 and I know 
that the level of work is increasing as you all become more involved with your 
courses. This week we saw an early finish on Thursday and a teacher training day on 
Friday, and I hope that you are able to make the most of the long weekend. Please 
use this time to make progress with UCAS applications, personal statements and 
apprenticeship searches. The next Personal Development session is on Tuesday 
during periods 4 and 5 and this has a careers focus that I hope you will find useful.”

If you have any questions, please contact Douglas.Cullen@astrea-longsands.org 

    
KEY DATES 

12 October 
Personal Development 
sessions - P4 and P5

13 October 
Transition to Sixth Form 
skills booster - Ritchie Hall 
P5

13 & 14 October  
EPQ introductory 
sessions - P5

15 October 
University early entry 
deadline - 6pm

CAREERS AND ENRICHMENT

EPS Futures Student 
Webinar: The University 
of Birmingham will be 
holding an information 
webinar hosted by Dr Dan 
Cottle to explain this new 
fully funded foundation 
year and the types of 
courses that it leads to - 19 
October 4pm

Royal Holloway Personal 
Statements Workshop: 
Talk directly with 
members of staff from 
Royal Holloway about 
writing a successful 
personal statement and 
applying to University - 26 
October 11am

Anglian Water IT Degree 
Apprenticeships: If you 
would like to hear more 
about this opportunity 
please attend one of the 
webinars - 11 October or 3 
November. 

Year 
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https://longsandssixthform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/LSF-Student-Handbook-2021-FINAL.pdf
https://longsandssixthform.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/LSF-Student-Handbook-2021-FINAL.pdf
https://bham-ac-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sLJdSf7ISteTblQzEea2SQ
https://bham-ac-uk.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sLJdSf7ISteTblQzEea2SQ
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/5608928089373519105
https://attendee.gototraining.com/r/5608928089373519105
https://anglianwatercareers.co.uk/early-careers/apprentices/
https://anglianwatercareers.co.uk/early-careers/apprentices/
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
Year 13 Post-18 Pathways Carousel

The next set of Personal Development sessions will take place Tuesday 12 October during P4 and P5. Please see 
below for further information from Mr Simpson regarding the structure of the afternoon for Year 13 including a 
detailed timetable of all the sessions and where they will be taking place.

Students need to be at the start of their workshop for period 4 and will need to bring their Personal Devlopment 
exercise book with them. These will be located in their form room. 

The carousel activities are:

1. Apprenticeships - types, how to apply, benefits. B5

2. Gap Year - benefits, external providers. B6 

3. Degrees - overview, financing university, accommodation, choosing a subject. Back of the Library

4. What University is really like - an overview from a student ambassador. Library
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Macmillan Cancer Support Raffle

Members of the House Council will be visiting Tutor Groups during tutor time next week between Monday 11 October 
and Wednesday 13 October to give students the opportunity to purchase raffle tickets.  Tickets are £1 each.  There are 
two prizes, a PE shirt and football both signed by Mark Wright, Harry Redknapp and Micah Richards.

All money raised will go towards Macmillan Cancer Support in honour and memory of Mr Hynes.
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STUDY SPACES

Longsands operates a high-quality Library with a number of very useful resources for Sixth Form students. All Sixth 
Form students will be allowed to use the Library during the day (when it is not used for lessons) and before and 
after the learning day for silent study. We would really encourage you to make use of this valuable facility. When 
you do so please make sure that you adhere to the following:

1. No eating or drinking is permitted at any time.
2. Students are not allowed to use their mobile phone in the Library. 
3. Students must adhere politely and respectfully to requests from all staff whilst they use the Library. 
4. Please remember that Sixth Form students are expected to set an example to younger students at all times. 

This is a relaxed space for students to eat, 
drink and study. The Coffee Cube Cafe accepts 
contactless payment and ParentPay. Please 
see opposite for a look at their updated prices 
after the shop received a rebrand and new 
look ahead of this academic year. 

This is a quiet space for independent or small 
group work, with minimal quiet conversations. 
Drinks and snacks can be eaten here. 

This is a silent study space for Year 13 
independent work. No food/drink other than 
water and no noise from mobile phones, 
headphones or electronic devices. 

This is a silent study space for Year 12 
independent work. No food/drink other than 
water and no noise from mobile phones, 
headphones or electronic devices. 

MENU


