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KEY DATES COMING UP:

7 October 
SEND Coffee Morning

7 October 
Year 6 Open Evening (early 
closure after Period 3)

8 October 
Staff training day (no 
students in school)

21 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 7 and 9 

21 October 
Sixth Form Open Evening

22 October 
Principal’s Coffee Morning

22 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 8 and 10 

25 - 29 October 
Half-term break

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
ALL 

YEARS 

Thank you to all parents/caters who attended the Tutor Review Meetings on 
Wednesday. We were delighted that attendance was so high. This is a vital way in 
which we as a school work with parents/carers to support students and address 
any early issues at this point in the academic year. 

It has been lovely to see our extra curricular programme in full flow this week with 
students engaging in lunchtime and after school clubs. A particular highlight of 
the week was meeting with the new House Council and we are looking forward to 
the student leadership opportunities which they will lead on this academic year. 

As ever, please remember to log LFT test results. It is important that we remain 
vigilant and continue to complete asymptomatic testing as key means of reducing 
community transition. 

This week sees us welcoming families of Year 6 students to our annual Open 
Evening. More details on how we are running this evening can be found on the 
following page. 

To allow staff to set up for the evening, we are planning to close the school 
on Thursday after Lesson 3, although work will be set for all Year groups 
on Doddle for the remainder of the day. If you would rather your students 
stay in school until the normal finish time on this day then please email us via 
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org. 

Thank you for your ongoing support. 

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 4 October 2021                                                                             (Week B)

OPEN EVENINGALL
YEARS

 

We are holding an Open Evening for Year 6 students and their parent/carer.  
We are able to offer two tours, one at 5:45pm and one at 7.00pm as follows:

5:45pm – 6:45pm: Parents/Carers of children at Crosshall, Little Paxton, Great Staughton, Winhills, St Marys, 
Eynesbury and Offord primary schools

7:00pm – 8:00pm: Parents/Carers of children at Priory, Roundhouse, Great Paxton, Kimbolton, Newton, Bushmead 
and Middlefield primary schools

•   Each tour will last for one hour and allow families to visit departments. If your child(ren)’s primary school is not 
listed above please email us (enquiries@astrea-longsands.org) and we would be pleased to offer a tour.

•   Wherever possible, we would like to request that only one parent/carer and Year 6 child attend our Open Evening 
to ensure the safety of our students, staff and wider community as much as possible.

•   Although we understand that Year 4 and 5 parents/carers and their families would like to visit us we would 
recommend that you defer your visit until next year to allow capacity only for Year 6 families.

•   We would request that, if possible, face coverings are worn.

•   We would also like to recommend that any visitors over the age of 11 take a Lateral Flow test before attending. 

OPEN EVENING 
Thursday, 7 October 2021

Longsands Academy
Longsands Road
St Neots PE19 1LQ

Principal: Neil Owen

01480 353535
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

www.astrea-longsands.org

At our Open Evening you will be guided around the 
Longsands site where you can  take part in activities, and 
speak to staff from every department.

We will also record and share a presentation, on our 
website, during which you can hear from our Principal, 
Neil Owen, to learn all about life at Longsands. 

Details of our tours will be on our website and shared 
with primary schools. The timeslots are:

5.45-6.45pm for Crosshall, Little Paxton, Great Staughton, 
Winhills, St Marys, Eynesbury and Offord 

7.00-8.00pm for Priory, Roundhouse, Great Paxton, 
Kimbolton, Newton, Bushmead and Middlefi eld.

We politely ask that all visitors wear a face covering and take a lateral fl ow test
(with a negative result) before attending this event.

We are delighted to 
invite all Year 6 students
and their parent/carer to 

join us for our
Open Evening

on Thursday 
7 October 2021
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ANTI-BULLYING AT LONGSANDSALL 
YEARS 

We do not tolerate bullying or unkindness in our Academy. This is because 
every member of our school deserves to feel safe and happy.

We are a ‘Telling School’ which means that we encourage students to ‘tell us’ about any worries or concerns they 
may have, including bullying.

Students can report bullying to us by speaking to the Student Support Officer at Student Services, their tutor or 
any other member of staff. They are also able to put a note in one of the black post boxes around school which are 
checked daily. Students can also email worries to the ‘tellus@astrea-longsands.org’ email when they are not in 
the Academy.

This week, we will be sharing the poster below with students, to ensure that they are aware of the ‘What happens 
next?’ when we receive a report of bullying. 

We ask parents/carers to talk about this with your child(ren) at home and support our message about telling us if 
they have any worries at school, so that we can work with them to resolve the matter.

WHEN I REPORT BULLYING, WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
Bullying is reported via a conversation with an adult,  

the ‘tellus’ email or ‘tellus’ post-box.

Your Student Support Officer or Head of Year will speak in with you 
in private to find out more.

We may also want to speak to anybody who witnessed the bullying.

We will speak to the person accused of bullying.

We will issue appropriate sanctions.

We will offer support and guidance to all involved,  
including the bully.

We will offer a restorative meeting.

We open a bullying log to record what has happened.

We will meet with you regularly to make sure there is 
no further unkindness.

We are here to help and support you all and will not tolerate any 
behaviours that go against our values and beliefs.

mailto:tellus%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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DRUM LESSONS We have recruited a fantastic new drum teacher 
due to start in the next few weeks. 

If your child would like to start drum lessons, or has been on a waiting list - please 
contact bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org for information and costings. 

We also have spaces for brass, strings and voice lessons. 

VOTES FOR SCHOOLSALL 
YEARS 

We are celebrating Black 
History month 2021! As the 

theme this year is #ProudToBe, we wanted to give our student voters 
the opportunity to reflect on the different parts of their identities and to 
share their unique perspectives iwththeir peers, while also finding out 
about some influencial contemporary black Britains. With this in mind, 
the question students will be discussing this week is: Do we celebrate 
our differences enough?

Through a series of creative activies and a game of ‘Guess Who’ with a Votes for Schools twist, students will look at 
the Black History month theme in more depth.

We will share the Lonsgands result next week.

STUDENT SUCCESSALL
YEARS

We are delighted to share some 
exciting news from our entries 

to the 2021 inaugural Anthea Bell Translation competition organised by 
The Translation Exchange at Queen’s College Oxford.

Lewis was the selected as overall winner for our region. He translated 
a poem by the French poet Verlaine into English, so he had to think 
carefully about maintaining the rhyme and sentiment of the poem.

Well done Lewis for this fantastic achievement!

ALL
YEARS

STUDENT SUCCESSALL
YEARS

We heard this week that Oliver has 
had a great summer of running and 

is currently the County champion over 1500m, ranking top 4 in the whole 
of the East of England and that he been chosen to represent the region in 
the London mini marathon in a few weeks. 

This is a great achievement, especially for someone so young and we are 
sure you will join us in celebrating his success - well done Oliver!

mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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HOUSE POINTS Students have made a wonderful start to the academic year and already been 
awarded House Points for Working Hard, Being Kind and Achieving More! Noted 

below are the students who have received the most House Points for each Year group - including some who have 
tied for first place within their Year. Well done everyone!

YEARS
7-11 

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Kieran W Mikolaj C Houda M Elliot R Muhammad M

Year 8 Felicity C Jessica B Ellie A
Jessica M Oliver A Autumn Field

Year 9 Charis A Emma W
Callum B

Poppy G
Lucas F Samuel F Harry W

Year 10

Neda M
Lexi F
Edward D
William A

Thea H Vinnie H James L Ryan H
Aston L

Year 11
Leah-Mai B
Callum O’C
Katie C

Sean F
Ellie M
Connor W
Samuel M

Thomas B
Sebastian J
Johnathan L-E

Richard J

HOUSE COUNCIL
We were overwhelmed with applications for the roles - huge thanks to every single person who applied. Full details 
of our new House Council members can be found in the Student Weekly Bulletin.

As a team, our new House Council are very much looking forward to being proactive and responsive to the Academy 
priorities and making as much positive impact as possible.  

Exciting times lie ahead so watch this space for updates!

ALL
YEARS
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BLACK HISTORY MONTHALL 
YEARS 

As part of this year’s 
celebrations of Black 

History Month, the University of Bedfordshire is hosting an evening with 
Professor David Olusoga, OBE, as he explores how Black Britons have 
stamped their presence on the UK’s story over the past 50 years.

Hosted at the University’s Luton campus, the public lecture on 
Wednesday 6 October at 5pm can be accessed online and tickets to the 
event can be booked for free here.

Throughout the lecture, British-Nigerian historian, broadcaster and film-
maker, Professor David Olusoga, OBE, will reveal the absence of Black 
history and Black role models in Britain’s education system and explores 
the impact Black Britons have had on UK society.

Hosted by Professor Rebecca Bunting, Vice Chancellor, the event is set to be of great interest to all those with an 
interest in Black British history, social and political history and the education system. You can read more HERE.

Professor David Olusoga 
 - picture credit Bedford Independent

CULTURAL EXCHANGE OPPORTUNITYYEAR
7 

Madame Vasseur is excited to launch a cultural exchange between a small 
group of Year 7 students from Longsands and a group of Year 7 and Year 8 
students from Tampere in Finland.  

Students will have the chance to correspond with a pen pal and share some 
delicious recipes and music from the UK and Finland, learn some Finnish 
words and also organise some video content about school life in UK, to name 
just a few.    

This group will be meeting twice a half-term at lunch time, with more details to follow. There will only be 24 places 
available, and if the number of interested students exceed the expectations a random selection will be carried out.

To express your child(ren)’s interest in joining, please email pauline.vasseur@astrea-longsands.org 

This week, our form tutors were delighted to meet you to 
discuss your child(ren)’s wellbeing at the start of the academic 

year. Thank you for attending and to all parents/carers who had to change their usual schedules to accommodate 
the meeting. Your support is extremely highly valued.

Our Heads of Year and Student Services are now working hard to follow-up any agreed actions for the meeting as 
quickly as possible. 

If you have any feedback following the tutor review meetings, please email Mrs Hills (Assistant principal: Pastoral) 
stephanie.hills@astrea-longsands.org. 

Many thanks.

TUTOR REVIEW MEETINGSALL 
YEARS 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/an-evening-with-professor-david-olusoga-obe-tickets-169270297015
https://www.bedfordindependent.co.uk/university-of-beds-hosts-an-evening-with-professor-david-olusoga-for-black-history-month/
mailto:pauline.vasseur%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:stephanie.hills%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 4 October 2021                                                                             (Week B)

We warmly invite parents/carers of students with SEND to join us 
for a coffee morning on Thursday 7 October, from 9am-11am.

Full details can be seen in the advert below. No need to book - please sign in at Reception on arrival.

ALL
YEARS SEND COFFEE MORNING

Mr Gunn, won a competition to host the Carabao Cup Round Four draw. The draw was made 
live on Sky Sports by Sky Sports pundit Micah Richards, and football manager and King of 

the Jungle Harry Redknapp along with Mark Wright.  

 

To be in with a chance of winning the prestigious shirt or football please buy a 
raffle ticket for £1 from the Library or Finance Office.     
Mr Gunn will make the draw on Thursday 14th October.    

Good luck! 

RAFFLE 
WIN A FOOTBALL OR PE SHIRT 

SIGNED BY  
Harry Redknapp, Micah Richards  

& Mark Wright 
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The values we share as a nation aren’t 
exclusive to being British but guide us to be 

a nation where everyone feels safe, valued and free to be themselves. So, what are they are what do they mean?

Democracy

Being in a democratic country, our voice matters. Our votes guide the decisions made by the government for the 
best running of the country. Democracy makes the fair call of majority the deciding factor in decision making, rather 
than the few. 

At Longsands, the House Council represents student voice and how we can improve our school for the better.

Mutual Respect and Tolerance

We don’t all share the same beliefs, faiths or ideals but we should respect others, and feel respected and safe in our 
own ideals. We shouldn’t impose our beliefs on anyone else, as we wouldn’t wish others to do to us. 

Sometimes we can get caught up in thinking our way is the best way, but, remember that we are all different. It’s not 
saying we can’t debate our ideals and have a lively discussion with each other, all the time learning more about one 
another, but we shouldn’t force people to think our way. 

Rule of Law 

The laws in this country are put in place to help us live and work in a happy, safe and secure environment. Abiding 
by the laws set in place through democratic processes is in our best interest if we wish to remain safe. 

At Longsands, our policies, expectations and Home/Academy Agreement are there for this very reason, with the 
core purpose of you securing the best possible experience, learning and outcomes.  

Individual Liberty

We have the freedom to express our individuality through freedom of speech, freedom of choice and individual 
presentation. Just consider the guidance in the above values and show respect to all. 

Our individual liberty protects our rights and expressing our individuality demonstrates our value in British society, 
each of us unique but with a shared goal of harmony. 

What is the Prevent Strategy?

The Prevent Strategy is a government initiative to prevent people being radicalised.  This is when a person comes 
to support terrorism and forms of extremism. The Prevent Strategy covers all types of terrorism and extremism, 
including the extreme right wing, extremist Islamist groups and other organisations with extremist views.

PD: WHAT ARE OUR BRITISH VALUES?ALL
YEARS

Students are being invited to celebrate the 
Great British Afternoon Tea by making a 

product to tantalise our taste buds.

A photograph of your product and the recipe that was followed should be emailed no later than 9.00am Thursday 
14th October to angela.kite@astrea-longsands.org for judging, and products dropped off before school on that day 
to D2.2.  Please note we cannot accept entries that have nuts, seeds or nut oils in the recipe.  We then invite you to bring 
your product into school where we will sell your product and all proceeds will go to a charity chosen by the student 
council.  We hope that students will enjoy being involved in a House competition that will benefit a chosen charity 
and also let them show their flair and creativity. 

GREAT LONGSANDS BAKE OFF!ALL
YEARS
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Mrs Postins and Mr Milne are 
pleased to announce a GCSE pod 

competition, designed to encourage use of this fantastic resource. 

1.  For the top performing tutor group in each year there will be pizzas provided 
as a celebration.  

2. For the three top performing students in each year group there will be Amazon vouchers awarded. 

This competition is already up and running and will run until the end of this half term in October. Prizes to be 
arranged for the following half term.

We wish all students good luck and thank you for encouraging them to get podding! 

YEAR 10 AND YEAR 11YEARS
10

& 11 

COVID-19 UPDATEALL 
YEARS 

We are grateful to all who remain consistent with testing with Lateral Flow Tests 
and following the guidance which helps to protect us all.

Please CLICK HERE to read a letter from Jonathan Lewis (Service Director - Education) and Jyoti Atri (Director of 
Public Health) on behalf of Cambridgeshire County Council and Peterborough City Council. This gives the latest 
advice and guidance in relation to testing and also gives a link for booking a PCR test if this should become necessary.

TUTOR2U We are delighted to share a new resource aimed at students in year 10 starting their GCSE 
courses: https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/transition-to-gcse-skills-booster

Tutor2you provides some useful strategies for assisting students with planning work, it recommends best methods 
for learning and also deals with revision skills.  

During the school closure for the tutor review meetings on Wednesday 29 September, students in Year 10 were 
tasked with viewing 2 of the 10 sessions. They were then expected to feed back to their tutors in tutor time the 
following day any useful tips they had picked up and were going to use to assist them with their learning. 

This website requires opening an account but is an entirely free resource for our students. The link is also available 
via Doddle. 

YEAR
10

PD: HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPSALL
YEARS

Communication is vital in maintaining healthy 
relationships and good mental health, not only in difficult 

times but always. Students study different strategies for good communication in their PD lessons, including how to 
communicate well and who to communicate with in worrying times. Some characteristics of good communication 
include: thinking about what to say or writing it down, considering the best choice of vocabulary, choosing an 
appropriate medium (for example, face-to-face instead of via social media), actively listening and showing an interest 
by asking questions. 

Communication can be difficult and highlighting challenges in communication can be really useful in getting through 
difficult times. Not feeling listened to or understood, and finding it difficult to express our feelings or frustration are 
just a couple of the issues we might face. Practising our communication skills will help us to improve them, even if 
it is uncomfortable and challenging to begin with. 

https://secure.pupilasset.com/f/G6766999/5f8ebfb6392cf16e75129a8af99d4895897b74de3c621cb6f7ca6f71c5195db8/Parent-_Covid_Letter-Autumn-2021.pdf?e=8446948
https://ondemand.tutor2u.net/students/transition-to-gcse-skills-booster
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Welcome Back to 
School from your 
School Caterers

We would like to welcome back 
all students to School and a 
special mention to our new year 
7’s. We have missed you over 
the Summer and there has 
been lots going on that we want 
to update you with. We will 
continue to update you going 
forward regularly around any 
developments, offers and other 
exciting things.
We hope you find this 
informative and helpful.

A message from 
your Chef

Here at Longsands we have 
been working hard to ensure 
that we have a variety of foods 
on offer throughout the day for 
you. We have something for 
everyone, be it a fully cooked 
meal, a fruit pot, a baguette, or 
something to eat on the go. 
We are a team of nine staff that 
serve from each of the four 
outlets within the school. Come 
and say hello to us and see 
what we have on offer today.

Progress

We are looking forward to setting up regular focus groups with students 
and your Chef is looking forward to meeting you all soon and someone 
will be in touch.

We will then feedback to you the results and what we plan to do to 
improve the standards further from your feedback.

I'm sure you will agree we all had lots of fun at the recent launch, I know 
we did. The turn out was fantastic for our cooking demonstration and lots 
of you won some lovely prizes, we hope you enjoyed them. We are really 
pleased with the new design of the dining areas and we hope you are too.
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Natasha's Law
From October 2021, all Caterers must label all 
foods produced and packed for sale at the same 
premises with a full list of ingredients. This is 
coming into force under Natasha’s Law, a new 
food labelling legislation created after Natasha 
Ednan-Laperouse had a fatal allergic reaction. 
Natasha’s family have since campaigned for 
greater transparency around the labelling 
requirements, the outcome of which is the 
upcoming law. Students will see knew packaging 
and new ways of serving food. In order to cause 
minimum disruption, we have begun to slowly 
implement already.

Nationwide supply issues
As you will already be aware there have been 
national issues with food supply issues and 
delivery issues. Taylor Shaw has developed a 
contingency around this at the beginning of the 
year in anticipation and as such should see 
minimal disruption, however on occasions some 
items may not be available and we ask you to 
bear with us through this time of National 
disruption to supply lines.

A bright future ahead

Keep an eye out for new deals, theme days, offers 
and our brand new Autumn/Winter menus coming 
soon.

Please visit the School website for menus and 
tariffs.

Kind Regards

Taylor Shaw, Chef Jacq and the team


