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KEY DATES COMING UP:

20 October 
Vaccinations

21 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 7 and 9 

21 October 
Sixth Form Open Evening

22 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 8 and 10 

25 - 29 October 
Half-term break

20 December to 3 January 
Christmas break

4 January 
Start of the Spring term

FROM THE PRINCIPAL Thank you for all your support in 
light of the enhanced preventative 

measures we have been employing this week. Please be reminded that students 
need to contnue to wear face coverings when inside communal areas of the 
school building. This guidance will be reviewed over the half-term holidays.

Government guidance states that all students should do a lateral flow test before 
coming back into school on Monday 1st November to ensure that schools and 
colleges remain as safe as they can be following the half term break which will 
provide a natural break in the transmission of the virus within education settings. 
Next week in PE lessons students will be able to collect boxes of test kits to ensure 
that they have enough tests to be able to carry out a test before they return after 
their holiday. 

There are now two different types of text kits, please read the instructions for 
the kit carefully with your child to ensure they are collection the correct sample:

If your child is still using boxes of test kits like the 
picture below, these require both 

nasal and throat swabs.

The new boxes of kits coming through which look 
like the picture below only require 

a nasal swab.

The vaccinations are scheduled to be carried out on Wednesday, 20 October 
between 8.45 am and 3.30 pm. An exact schedule will be published prior to 
the event when we have confirmation of the number of nurses who will be on 
the Academy site to administer the vaccinations. We have been delighted by 
the response as a significant majority of parents and carers have given consent 
for their child to receive the vaccination which will provide a further measure in 
trying to keep everyone safe from Covid, thank you to you all. If you still wish to 
give consent for your child to have the vaccination, it’s not too late, please click on 
this link to complete the form (using code EE136992 to identify the school). Any 
questions or queries you may have should be directed to the Cambridgeshire & 
Peterborough Community and School Age Immunisation Service on 0300 555 
5055 or via hct.csaiscambspb@nhs.net

Mr N D Owen 
Principal WEAR A MASK

MY MASK
PROTECTS YOU 

YOUR MASK
PROTECTS ME 

ONLY TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE LIVES

https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/Form1/
mailto:hct.csaiscambspb%40nhs.net?subject=
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INTER FORMYEARS 
7-10

Our inter-form sporting House competition takes place on Thursday and Friday of this 
week for students in Years 7-10, please see below for additional details.

MOTIVATIONAL SPEAKINGYEAR 
7

It was a pleasure to welcome Matt Giggs and Gemma Noonan 
into the Academy on Tuesday, 12 October. A select number 

of students worked with both Matt and Gemma exploring key topics such as confidence, motivation, and self-
belief. The student’s engagement and participation in the session was excellent and many benefited from the 
conversations and discussions held. 

We look forward to future workshops that will be led by Matt and Gemma which will further inspire and support 
students at Longsands Academy.

CYBER EVENTYEARS 
8 & 9

Mrs Chilton was extremely impressed by 
the Year 8 and 9 students who rose to the 

challenge of taking part in a Cyber Security enrichment session this 
week. The event provided students with the opportunity to discover 
and practice code cracking and problem solving and aims to ignite 
their curiosity in Computing and other STEM subjects.

All participants received House points and those who have registered 
their interest will represent the Academy later in the year by taking 
part in various Cyber related competitions. 
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How do I know what feedback my child(ren) is receiving and how this is helping 
them in their learning?

Students at Longsands receive regular feedback on their work which aims to be meaningful, manageable, motivating 
and impactful.  Effective feedback comes in many guises and from many sources, including students’ own reflections, 
peer feedback, teacher feedback, and automated online marking.  

Last week, a key focus for teachers on our Professional Development Day was to reflect on the effectiveness of our 
feedback processes in light of recent research published by the Education Endowment Foundation.  We have been 
thinking carefully about how we can continue to make our feedback processes visible to students.  At Longsands, 
we do this through asking students to respond to feedback using a green pen (when doing written work).  This might 
involve:

•   Correcting - for example answers in a quiz or spellings 

•   Adding and annotating – for example adding to a mind map using ideas from other members of the class, or 
annotating a text, model answer or their work  

•   Reflecting and redrafting – for example self or peer assessment or evaluating their work

•   Editing – for example rephrasing written work or making an explanation clearer 

The advantage of students using a different colour pen for these tasks is that it is clear to both the student and the 
teacher what the student was able to do prior to receiving feedback and then how they have improved their work 
following the feedback.  

This week we have provided all students with a green pen to emphasise the importance of this process.  All students 
are required to have a green pen as part of their basic equipment, as published at the start of the year.

We would like to encourage you to share in the feedback process by asking them about the feedback they have 
received and how this has helped them in their learning.  If students have their exercise books with them, please 
do look at the work that students are completing and discuss how they are acting on feedback and improving their 
work in the ways mentioned above.  

ALL
YEARS LESSON FEEDBACK

The House Council met this week to discuss, amongst other things, 
nominations for the charity that we will fundraise for this year.  Democracy 

is one of the British Values that we uphold at Longsands and staff and students have the chance to democratically 
vote for the charity we will fundraise for this year.  The following charities have been suggested by the House Council:

Barnardos • Cancer Research UK • Dementia UK • Diabetes UK • Macmillian Cancer Support • St Neots Food Bank 
• The British Red Cross • The Survivors Trust

Students can follow this link to vote for their chosen charity. Voting closes on Wednesday 20 October at 23.59pm.

ALL
YEARS HOUSE UPDATE

https://forms.office.com/r/6JbiPJFsdL
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National Book Tokens are inviting friends and family of 
young adults aged 16-24 years to nominate them to 
be in with a chance winning £1,000 of National Book 
Tokens to spend on books such as textbooks, novels 
and academic texts. Young people can nominate 
themselves too! 

Follow this link for full details and get nominating!

Also on the site is a guide to 42 brilliant books for ages 
16-24 years full of recommendations that can inspire, 
give life skills or promote happiness and wellbeing.

YEARS
11-13 £1,000 OF BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS

YEAR
10

Last week the Year 10 boys won the district rugby tournament in a win against 
Hinchingbrooke. The notable observation from the PE department was the 

fantastic way the boys conducted themselves.

Mr Owen, Mrs Postins and Mr Walker met with the team this week to congratulate them. Well done boys!

RUGBY SUCCESS

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/yabooks
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/yabooks/young-adults-reading-guide-2021
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/yabooks/young-adults-reading-guide-2021
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THE ART OF SELLINGYEAR 
7

The Longsands Academy Business Department is delivering an 
enrichment package for all our Year 7-9 students. The aim of this 

enrichment package is to provide students with realistic business challenges, which will help develop skills which 
employers value, whilst providing students with an understanding of the wider business world and develop an 
appreciation of the challenges that business leaders might face.

Each competition will be supported by a successful local or national business. The ‘art of selling’ is optional and 
is open to all our Year 7 students. The challenge involves students shooting a 60 second video of them trying to 
sell a house (students could choose another type of building, such as a garage or shed or even an open space such 
as a park) All students that enter will gain house points, and there are lots of awesome prizes available for the best 
entries. The winning entry will also win their tutor group a pizza party!

All the information for this challenge has been shared via Doddle and through tutors during tutor time. This has 
included some advice and guidance on what to consider, and videos from our competition sponsors Giggs and Co 
estate agents, that provide our students with some great tips and advice. There is also a link to upload the video. All 
entries must be in by 23:59 on Friday, 5th November 2021.

We are really looking forward to seeing what creative ideas our Year 7s produce!

AUTHOR VISITYEAR 
7

On Thursday, 30 September, we were delighted to welcome author 
Julian Sedgwick to the Academy Library.

 where he met and spoke with Year 7 students about his latest 
novel Tsunami Girl. He then stayed to sign books in the Library at 
lunchtime. 

To find out more about Julian and his books you can visit his website 
here www.juliansedgwick.co.uk/

VISUAL ARTSYEAR 
7

Year 7 have been learning how to use the technique ‘Pen and Wash’. Students took 
inspiration from a range of images and using their imagination have created these 

fictional landscapes exploring the use of composition, area-of-interest, lead in lines, mark making and tone.

https://www.juliansedgwick.co.uk/
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Year 13 students have attended 
a Post-18 Options carousel this 

week where external speakers from Take Your Place delivered mini seminars on all 
the different opportunities and avenues they can explore.

It was an excellent opportunity for students to gain purposeful insight into this 
important decision and further support and guidance will follow from the Personal 
Development and Careers team.

YEAR 
 13 YEAR 13 POST-18 OPTIONS

Ms Bell and Dr Cullen are very pleased to congratulate the 9 students who 
have submitted their early entry UCAS applications for Oxford, Cambridge 

and Medicine. The deadline for the applications was the 15th of October and the students will now be preparing, 
with the support of the Sixth Form team, for university entrance exams and interviews.  

We wish the students good luck, and we look forward to working with all of the standard entry UCAS application 
students between now and the end of November. 

YEAR 
 13 UCAS EARLY ENTRY

Last week, students were voting on ‘Do you see yourself as 
the leader in your life?’

This week, we are getting voters thinking about protests, 
following the news of the recent Nobel Peace Prize winners, 
the Insulate Britain road blocks, and the response to both 
the Sabina Nessa and Sarah Everard cases. 

Voters will therefore be discussing: ‘Are protests necessary 
for change?”  

Students will consider iconic protests from recent history 
and their impact on societal change.

They then can evaluate the effectiveness of protesting 
and whether they are critical for a healthy democracy.

 ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS
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£116 was raised for Macmillan Cancer Support.  After winning a 
competition to host the Carabao Cup draw at his local bowls club, Mr 
Gunn ask Micah Richards, Harry Redknapp and Mark Wright to sign a 
Longsands PE shirt and football.

The draw took place on Thursday with Mr Gunn picking two winners.  
Congratulations to our lucky winners - John, who won the football and  
Miss Fengler who won the signed shirt! 

ALL
YEARS MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT RAFFLE

YEARS
10

& 11 

Well done to students in HAWKING House who have watched the most Pods in the last week. 
In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is BJD and in Year 10 the top form is KJD. Our individual 

top podders for the week are Kiera, Olivia and Louie in Year 10 and Joshua, Amelia and Henry in Year 11, great work 
everyone! 

Remember... Mrs Postins and Mr Milne have launched a GCSE pod competition, designed to encourage use of this 
fantastic resource. 

1.  For the top performing tutor group in each year there will be pizzas provided as a celebration.  

2. For the three top performing students in each year 
group there will be Amazon vouchers awarded. 

This competition is already up and running and will run 
until the end of this half term in October. Prizes to be 
arranged for the following half term.

Good luck and get podding! 

GCSEPOD
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HOUSE POINTS Students have made a wonderful start to the 
academic year and already been awarded 

House Points for Working Hard, Being Kind and Achieving More! 

Congrutulations to AUSTEN HOUSE who have the most House points 
overall at the moment.

Noted below are the students who have received the most House 
Points for each Year group - including some who have tied for first 
place within their Year. 

Well done everyone!

YEARS
7-11 

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7
Ben P
Isla M Tamla B Emily H Elliot R Maja R

Year 8 Felicity C Emily T Thomas M Oliver A Lucas C

Year 9 Will C William S Luke M Cayden G Natalie O

Year 10 Caitlin A Kye C Amber T Cora K Alfie B

Year 11 Maddie D
Sophie G
Emily K
Ella D

Izzy B
E Deacon
Jana I
Harry K

Kierah L-O
Dylan L
Owen D
Hannah W


