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KEY DATES COMING UP:

21 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 7 and 9 

21 October 
Sixth Form Open Evening

22 October 
Inter-form  
for Years 8 and 10 

25 - 29 October 
Half-term break

20 December to 3 January 
Christmas break

4 January 
Start of the Spring term

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
ALL 

YEARS 

It was a privilege to welcome Year 6 families to our Open Evening last night. Thank 
you to all families who attended. A copy of the Prospectus and Principal’s 
Welcome Presentation can be found on our website. We have also also listed 
the timeline for transition on that page which we hope parents/carers will find 
useful.

I have sent a separate letter to all parents and carers today, detailing our 
response to the recommendation from Cambridgeshire Local Authority and the 
Director of Public Health to increase our Covid-19 preventative measures. Please 
do read the letter. I continue to thank parents/carers for all of their support in 
reporting LFT results as this is a key means of reducing community transmission.

I wanted to take this opportunity to clarify the way in which we continue to support 
students who are absent from school due to Covid, awaiting a PCR test result or 
undergoing a period of self-isolation. In these events teachers will set work on 
Doddle for this category of absent students, however, if your child is unwell and 
feels very poorly, then, of course, there is no expectation for them to complete 
the work. If your child is well, but having to self-isolate, then should continue with 
their schoolwork set on Doddle.

We also ask, please, for your patience in teachers setting work on Doddle – this is 
not instant as student absence information is processed throughout the day and 
if a teacher has a full 5-period teaching day they cannot access this information 
until much later that day.

Thank you for your support and understanding.

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

WEAR A MASK
MY MASK

PROTECTS YOU 

YOUR MASK
PROTECTS ME 

ONLY TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE LIVES

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/28394-Longsands-Prospectus-2021-ALL-PAGES.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X12U7knZLmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X12U7knZLmM
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Covid-Update-7-October-2021.pdf
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ALL 
YEARS ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN ST NEOTS 

Longsands Academy is a member of the St Neots Schools Forum, a forum 
of local Headteachers and Principals who meet throughout the academic 
year to collaborate together to best improve the educational opportunities, 
life chances and experiences for children across St Neots. As part of this, we 
co-create and lead on projects within our schools that run across the town. 

As Headteachers and Principals, we are clear of the opportunities we can afford the children and young people 
in our schools, however we are seeking to capture a detailed understanding the wider resources and activities 
available within the town which our students can access. 

Please take a few moments of your time to complete this brief survey. By doing so, you will be sharing your 
knowledge and aspirations about the types of facilities and activities that St Neots currently has for our young 
people, and importantly, what more you would like to see in the town. Thank you.

Mr Gunn, won a competition to host the Carabao Cup Round Four draw. The draw was made 
live on Sky Sports by Sky Sports pundit Micah Richards, and football manager and King of 

the Jungle Harry Redknapp along with Mark Wright.  

 

To be in with a chance of winning the prestigious shirt or football please buy a 
raffle ticket for £1 from the Library or Finance Office.     
Mr Gunn will make the draw on Thursday 14th October.    

Good luck! 

RAFFLE 
WIN A FOOTBALL OR PE SHIRT 

SIGNED BY  
Harry Redknapp, Micah Richards  

& Mark Wright 

CHARITY RAFFLE!ALL
YEARS

Members of the House Council will be visiting Tutor Groups during tutor time 
next week between Monday 11 and Wednesday 13 October to give students the 

opportunity to purchase raffle tickets.  Tickets are £1 each.  There are two prizes, a PE shirt and football both signed 
by Mark Wright, Harry Redknapp and Micah Richards.

All money raised will go towards Macmillan Cancer Support in honour and memory of Mr Hynes.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCnEDuFXxeQxCtgJg_XTcpXNUMVZNTkVTRjNIUFVHNElHMzRXNk5MNFdVUS4u&wdLOR=c25677EFA-DC27-4054-ACA8-FBD279DEC1C5
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HOUSE POINTS Students have made a wonderful start to the 
academic year and already been awarded 

House Points for Working Hard, Being Kind and Achieving More! 

Congrutulations to TURING HOUSE who have received the most House 
points during the last week.

Noted below are the students who have received the most House 
Points for each Year group - including some who have tied for first 
place within their Year. 

Well done everyone!

YEARS
7-11 

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7
Dylan H
Kieran W Jack T Houda M

Logan B
Amelia A
Demi A
Harry S

Thomas D

Year 8 Felicity C Riley C Amelia O
Barney C Oliver H Eleanor L-S

Year 9
Elijah B
Ravi S
Zachary W

Charlie W
Alex P
Tash G

Louis H
Elise B Samuel F Abigail S

Year 10 Evie D Jasmine Z
Thea H Leighton M Livvie B Tilly C

Year 11 Maddie D Tom E
Emily G

Connor W
Taylan S
Mike S
Izzy B
Kiedis G
Jasmin B

Thomas B Ben C
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Year 11: At this time of year, we encourage students and parents/carers to attend open evenings for Sixth Form and/
or College. Please see a reminder of the dates and times of these events below however, we would also recommend 
checking on the provider’s website and social media streams.

Can I also take this opportunity to remind you about the Post 16 destinations platform MyChoice16 which all 
students will be using to make applications. It is up to each provider to decide on the deadline for applications 
so please check this information carefully. Students need to ensure that their profile is complete, including their 
personal statement, so that they can make their applications in good time. Once an application is submitted, it will 
be sent to ‘schools hold’ so that it can be checked. The progress of the application is visible from the home screen. 

A detailed document, explaining the applications process, has been set on Doddle and students will also be 
discussing this in their forthcoming PD lesson on Tuesday 12 October, which is entitled ‘Study skills goals and next 
steps’.

One to One guidance is available, please contact Mrs Martindale to request an appointment for your son/daughter. 
Our guidance advisor, Alison, is also available in the careers section of the LRC at lunchtime on Wednesdays for 
informal drop-ins and any quick questions. other good source of impartial information is the Academy’s website, the 
careers section can be accessed here.

YEAR 
11 PD: CAREERS INFORMATION, ADVICE AND GUIDANCE

Provider Website Date

Longsands Sixth Form https://longsandssixthform.org/ Thursday 21 October

Peterborough Regional College https://peterborough.ac.uk/

Thursday 14 October 2021
Saturday 20 November 2021
Tuesday 8 February 2022
Tuesday 26 April 2022
Thursday 9 June 2022

Cambridge Regional College https://www.camre.ac.uk/ 13 October, 20 November,  
25 November, 15 January, 28 April

UTC Cambridge https://cast.education/college-infor-
mation/university-technical-college Wednesday 3 November 5pm- 8pm

Hinchingbrooke Sixth Form https://www.hinchingbrookeschool.
net/ Thursday 21 October 6-8.30pm

Hills Road Sixth Form https://www.hillsroad.ac.uk/ See website

Comberton Sixth Form https://www.combertonsixthform.
org/ Wednesday 3 November

Bedford Sixth Form https://www.bedfordsixthform.ac.uk/ Thursday 4 November 5pm-8pm

Shuttleworth College
https://bedfordcollegegroup.ac.uk/
colleges-and-campuses/shuttle-
worth-college/

Saturday 13 November 9.30am-12.30pm

Bedford College https://bedfordcollegegroup.ac.uk/ Tuesday 9tNovember 5pm-8pm

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/careers-information/guidance-on-post-16-18-pathways/
https://longsandssixthform.org/
https://peterborough.ac.uk/
https://www.camre.ac.uk/
https://bedfordcollegegroup.ac.uk/
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YEARS
10

& 11 

Well done to students in HAWKING House who have watched the most Pods in the last week. 
In Year 11 the top form for GCSEPod is BPP and in Year 10 the top form is MTL. Our individual 

top podders for the week are Cameron, Yagiz and Maison in Year 10 and Isaac, Joshua and Daisy in Year 11, great 
work everyone!

Mrs Postins and Mr Milne have launched a GCSE pod competition for students, designed to encourage use 
of this fantastic resource. 

1.  For the top performing tutor group in each year there will be pizzas provided as a celebration.  

2. For the three top performing students in each 
year group there will be Amazon vouchers awarded. 

This competition is already up and running and will 
run until the end of this half term in October. Prizes 
to be arranged for the following half term.

GCSEPOD

Our school canteen has a menu which rotates on a three week cycle, you can view 
details on our website here. The menu will be updated after October half-term 

and will we share the new details with you in due course.

ALL
YEARS CANTEEN MENU

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-school/
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What your child(ren) will be learning in the academic year ahead

We are grateful for the support that parents and carers give to students 
in encouraging them to work hard to learn to best of their ability, and in 
sharing our high expectations of the work students produce.  We would like 
to encourage you to discuss with your child(ren) what they are learning at 
school, and we hope the resources listed below allow you to have informed 
and meaningful conversations.

Curriculum

Our curriculum is designed to fulfil our core purpose which aims to secure the best possible experience, learning 
and outcomes for each young person for whom we have responsibility.  We believe this is best achieved through a 
broad and balanced, knowledge-rich curriculum and a strong personal development programme.  I am delighted to 
share with you the Curriculum Overview 2021-22, which details the content studied in each subject, along with 
information about the core texts that students use in their lessons and, where relevant, the examination board 
specification.  

If you would like further information about a particular subject, please contact the relevant head of department via 
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org; alternatively, direct contact details can be found on the Key Staff page on the 
Academy website.

Homework

We set homework for students in order to given them opportunities to consolidate and extend their learning.  All 
homework tasks that are set for students are listed on Doddle.  Doddle allows parents and carers to access the 
homework tasks that have been set, which is one of our key motivations for choosing to use this platform.  Further 
information can be found on the Doddle Guide for Parents.  If you would like support in accessing your account, 
please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org.

Knowledge organisers

As part of our knowledge-rich curriculum, we have identified the core knowledge that students need to be successful 
in each subject and collated this into a series of ‘knowledge organisers’.  This includes facts, dates, characters, 
quotes, precise definitions, and important vocabulary.  By committing this core knowledge to memory, students 
will be in a strong position to use and apply this knowledge in a range of contexts.  Students use the knowledge 
organisers in lessons, in tutor time, and during homework tasks.  An important aspect of students’ revision for mid- 
and end-of-year examinations will be to use the knowledge organisers for self-quizzing.  Students have been taught 
how to use the knowledge organisers effectively by their form tutor.  The main method we encourage students to 
use for self-quizzing is ‘look, cover, write, check’, but students may also find it useful to make flash cards that they 
can test themselves with, or create a diagram such as a mind map showing how the knowledge is connected.  

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 have been given an Autumn Term Knowledge Organiser that contains content 
for all subject areas. Students in Years 10 and 11 are being provided with a knowledge organiser for each of the 
subjects that they study (these will also be made available on the website in due course).  In addition, we intend to 
develop knowledge organisers for Years 12 and 13 ready to launch in September 2022.

Thank you for your continued support in encouraging your child(ren) to work hard, to be kind and to achieve more. 
We very much hope that this information outlined above will help you be aware of what your child(ren) will learn 
during the academic year ahead.

ALL
YEARS THE CURRICULUM

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Curriculum-Overview-2021-22.pdf
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/key-staff/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Doddle-Parent-Guide-for-Parents-Homework-v4.0.pdf
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/curriculum/knowledge-organisers/
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HAPPY NAVRATIALL
YEARS

This Hindu festival is celebrated for 
9 nights which begins on October 7 

and ends on October 15th. Also known as Sharda Navratri, this festival 
is observed in Hindu Lunar month called Ashwin. Bengalis celebrate 
Durgo Puja during these 9 days by paying their respect to the nine 
incarnations of goddess Durga.  Diwali is celebrated 20 days after 
Navratri ends because that is when Lord Rama returned to Ayodhya.

This celebration sums up to the celebration of good over evil. Devotees 
plead the Gods and Goddesses to restore dharma. Bengalis design 
pandals, decorate them and hold pujas, feasts and fun activities are 
organised to celebrate the festival. Everyone is dressed in their best. 
Idols of Goddess Durga, Goddess Laxmi, Lord Ganesha, Lord Kartikeya and Goddess Saraswati are installed. 
Devotees keep fasts. Some fast on the first and the last Navratri and some keep it on all 9 days. 

We wish all our students and families who are celebrating a very happy Navrarti.

RAINBOW FLAG AWARDALL
YEARS

At Longsands we are 
committed to improving the 

experience of LGBTQ+ students. This year we have undertaken the Rainbow 
Flag Award through the Kite Trust where we will work towards meeting a set of 
standards surrounding LGBTQ+ issues and needs. Click here to find out more. 

The Kite Trust have a series of local LGBTQ+ youth groups which students can 
attend. The Huntingdon group have some interesting activities coming up.

Huntingdon Group – Tuesday Fortnightly 5:30pm – 7:30pm

Have the opportunity to explore ideas around LGBTQ+ histories in different 
media, with invitations to develop your own ideas and collaborative artwork. 

Work with artists Dylan Fox (www.dylanfox.
co.uk) and Linda Stupart (http://lindastupart.
net/) exploring film, photography, writing, 
sculpture and textiles.  

You do not need to have experience to be 
able to take part in these workshops, all 
levels of ability and experience are welcome. Just bring yourself, and any local 
stories you might want to share.

To sign up and find out venue details, young people should contact: youthwork@
thekitetrust.org.uk

We have also re-started our LGBTQ+ club every Thursday lunchtime (H33) 
where we will discuss LGBTQ+ issues and consider how to be an ally. Everyone 
is welcome. 

HUNTINGDONHUNTINGDON
Every other Tuesday
5.30-7.30pm
Ages 11-18

ELYELY
Every other Tuesday
5-7pm
Ages 11-18

ONLINE GROUPS

IN-PERSON GROUPS

MARCHMARCH

WISBECHWISBECH

MORE GROUPS, TRIPS 
AND EVENTS TO COME

TRANS & NON-BINARYTRANS & NON-BINARY
ONLINE GROUPONLINE GROUP

DISABLED /DISABLED /    NEURODIVERGENTNEURODIVERGENT
ONLINE GROUPONLINE GROUP

11-18s ONLINE GROUP11-18s ONLINE GROUP

16-25s ONLINE GROUP16-25s ONLINE GROUP

CAMBRIDGECAMBRIDGE
Every Wednesday, 6-8pm
Alternating between 
11-18 and 16-25 groups

PETERBOROUGHPETERBOROUGH
Every Monday, 6-8pm
Alternating between 
11-18 and 16-25 groups

Every other Thursday
5-7pm
Ages 11-18

Once a month 
Thursday, 5-7pm
Ages 11-18

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Email: youthwork@thekitetrust.org.uk
Visit: www.thekitetrust.org.uk
Call: 01223 369508

Once a month, Monday, 6-7pm

Once a month, Monday, 7-8pm

*Exact times may be subject to change

Every other Thursday, 6-7pm

Every other Tuesday, 6-7pm

AUTUMN 202 1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zYdlfJKYzlw
www.dylanfox.co.uk
www.dylanfox.co.uk
http://lindastupart.net/
http://lindastupart.net/
mailto:youthwork%40thekitetrust.org.uk%0D?subject=
mailto:youthwork%40thekitetrust.org.uk%0D?subject=
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VOTES FOR SCHOOLSALL 
YEARS 

Last week the vote was ‘Do 
we celebrate our differences 

enough?’ and the results are in. Interestingly, a greater percentage of 
our students thought that we do celebrate our differences more than 
the national average, which is encouraging, but there is always room for 
growth and improvement.

This week, Votes for Schools have been working with Ivy House London 
on a topic exploring leadership. The question voters will be discussing is: 
“Do you see yourself as the leader in your life?” 

In the session, students will explore what it means to be a leader, the characteristics of a leader and how these 
characteristics are vital for many different arenas in life. They will also explore the Ivy House 7, which are seven key 
skills that are vital for leadership.  

Also, don’t forget to visit the blackhistorymonth.org website and follow #ProudtoBe to find out more about the 
importance of Black History Month.

WEAR A MASK
MY MASK

PROTECTS YOU 

YOUR MASK
PROTECTS ME 

ONLY TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE LIVES

SEND COFFEE MORNINGALL 
YEARS 

On Thursday we held our first, very well attended SEND Coffee 
morning and we look forward to hosting the next one before 

Christmas.  Please do look at SEND – Longsands Academy (astrea-longsands.org) for more information about 
how the SEND department can support you and your children.

http://blackhistorymonth.org
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/send/

