
 

7 September 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

I hope that you and your families have enjoyed a safe and restful summer break, and that the start of the autumn 
brings a long-awaited sense of normality for your households. We are excited to welcome all of our students back 
today and I wanted to write to you with a number of helpful updates. 

 

Tell Us 
As a community, we work to dispel bullying and any other intolerant behaviours so that everybody can have a space 
where they are able to work and learn in peace and safety. This will ensure that Longsands provides an environment 
where every child can feel: 
• Safe 
• Healthy 
• Able to enjoy and achieve 
• Able to contribute to future economic wellbeing 
• Able to make a positive contribution 
 

We pride ourselves on being a ‘Telling School’. This means that students should immediately report any instances (or 
suspicions) of concerning or intolerant behaviours that they experience or witness in one of the following ways: 
• To Student Services 
• To any member of staff 
• By using the ‘Tell Us’ boxes located around the Academy site  
• By using the following email address: TellUs@astrea-longsands.org (we also welcome parents and carers using 

this email address) 
 

We are here to help and support all of our students and will not tolerate any behaviours that go against our values 
and beliefs. 
 

Throughout the first fortnight, students in Years 7-13 will be completing the PASS survey in their ICT lessons or tutor 
time. This is a national survey which gives students opportunity to reflect on their views and attitudes towards school. 
This will enable us as an Academy to prioritise student wellbeing and support students more effectively in achieving 
their best. 
 

As parents and carers, you will have opportunity to discuss the outcomes from this survey, at the Tutor Review 
meetings on Wednesday 29 September. This will also be an opportunity to discuss how your child has settled into the 
new academic year and receive some subject feedback. Please be aware that we have an early closure on this date 
after Period 3 and more information about booking appointments will follow next week. 

 

House System Update 
This academic year, we will continue our work to embed our House system. This week, we are launching our House 
Council application process as part of our second year of the House structure. These student leadership opportunities 
are a fantastic way for students to develop a range of skills, be part of truly making a difference at Longsands and 
ensuring that student opinions are heard.  Please do encourage your child(ren) to apply for these roles, the Microsoft 
Forms application link is on Doddle for the relevant position to their year group.   
 

Uniform 
Students have returned looking smart, and each student has been gifted a new House tie on their first day back.  The 
ties will help students to easily recognize other members of their House community and will help play a part in 
developing the sense of belonging to their respective Houses. 
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As we are experiencing warm weather students are permitted to wear their tailored summer shorts and have been 
informed that blazers are not compulsory for this week only.  We expect students to be in full uniform including blazers 
and trousers or skirts from next week. If there are any further prolonged spells of heat we will revisit permissions on 
summer wear and inform students.  
 

New Staff 
At the start of each academic year we look forward to welcoming not only Year 7 students but also a number of new 
staff.  I detail below those new members of staff who have joined the Academy this term and I’m sure you will join 
me in welcoming them to our community: 
 

Teaching staff  Support Staff 

Miss F Alam (Science) Mrs A Blocksidge (First Aid & Wellbeing) 

Mr J Breedon (Maths) Miss E Bradridge (Teaching Assistant) 

Mr B Cook (Business) Miss S Kaur (Teaching Assistant) 

Miss S Clark (English) Miss K Little (Student Support Officer Year 8) 

Miss T Hyde (Teacher of Drama) Ms Katy Sandling (Teaching Assistant) 

Miss R Lane (Teacher of Maths)  

Mr S Parke (History)  

Ms J Sandever (Teacher of Reading)  

Miss P Vasseur (MFL)  

Miss S Wood (Geography)  
 

Sixth Form Update 
From this September, the name will change from Astrea Sixth Form St Neots to Longsands Sixth Form.  The Longsands 
Sixth Form will remain committed to provide an excellent, inclusive academic education for all our students from 
St Neots and the surrounding areas.  We will continue to provide a range of A Level courses to suit all interests, as well 
as a small number of Level 3 BTEC qualifications, while supporting students to achieve excellent results. We will also 
continue to focus on our high-quality pastoral care, careers guidance, and Higher Education support so that our 
students are fully informed of the wealth of opportunities open to them in the future and become confident young 
adults.  Longsands Sixth Form is a place for students who want to Work Hard, Be Kind and Achieve More by realising 
their potential, and we are proud to support students on their journey.  
 

Parent Communication 
We will continue to share information with Parents and Carers via our Principal’s Weekly Bulletin on a Friday.  The 
Bulletin holds a wealth of valuable information about Academy life and allows us to celebrate students achievements 
with our wider community, I encourage you to read it and discuss the contents with your child(ren). Students will 
receive the Student Weekly Bulletin is a valuable source of us sharing key messages and will be shared weekly during 
tutor time. 
 

Parents and Carers are welcome to contact the Academy at any time, we are here to help.  We can be contacted via 
our Enquiries email (enquiries@astrea-longsands.org) with general concerns, or for matters specific to a year group 
please contact the Head of Year and/or Student Support Officer. Email addresses for key staff can be found on our 
website. 
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‘Welcome to your Year Group’ Parent Information Evenings 
We would like to invite parents/carers to attend a Welcome Evening for each year group which will be held virtually 
on Wednesday 15 September at 6pm. The presentation from key members of staff, including your child(ren)’s Head 
of Year, will give important information regarding the year ahead. We appreciate that for a number of families you 
will have children in a number of year groups. Therefore, the sessions will be recorded and can be viewed at a later 
time.  Further details will be communicated shortly. 
 

Use of Image Consent  
As part of our school activities, we may take photographs and record images of individuals within our school for 
communication, marketing and promotional materials.  Where we need parental consent, we will clearly explain how 
the photograph and/or video will be used to both the parent/carer and student. Where we don’t need parental 
consent, we will clearly explain to the student how the photograph and/or video will be used.  
 

Uses may include:  
• Within school on notice boards and in school magazines, brochures, newsletters, etc.  
• Outside of school by external agencies such as the school photographer, newspapers, campaigns  
• Online on our school website or social media pages  
• Consent can be refused or withdrawn at any time. If consent is withdrawn, we will delete the photograph or video 

and not distribute it further.  
 

When using photographs and videos in this way we will not accompany them with any other personal information 
about the child(ren), to ensure they cannot be identified without the student/parent/carers permission.  Any 
photographs and videos taken by parents/carers at school events for their own personal use are not covered by data 
protection legislation. However, we will ask that photos or videos with other students are not shared publicly on social 
media for safeguarding reasons, unless all the relevant parents/carers have agreed to this. Some lessons may be 
recorded for teacher training purposes; the school is not required to obtain permission for this.  
 

Photographs and video images of students and staff are classed as personal data under the terms of the Data 
Protection Act 1998 and will be protected under UK GDPR. If you wish to withdraw consent for us to use your/your 
child's images or have any questions regarding Data Protection, please contact the Academy directly or 
DPO@astreaacademytrust.org. 
 

I hope that your child(ren) enjoy their start, or return, to Longsands this September.  It has been a joy to see our 
corridors and classrooms full again and I’m excited for the year ahead.  As ever, if you have any questions please do 
get in touch. 
 
Yours sincerely 

     
Mr N D Owen       
Principal   
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