
 

13 July 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers of Year 10 students 
 
From the feedback we have received from Parents and Carers over the past few weeks, I know many of you are 
concerned about the impact of the pandemic on your child(ren)'s education. This includes worries about how the 
disruption will affect your child(ren)'s grades next summer, as well as concerns about the limited opportunities for 
enrichment and socialising.  
 
These are natural concerns, given the challenges we have all faced, and we have considered them carefully across 
Longsands Academy and the wider Trust. We have looked closely at how we can continue to deliver our 
commitment to high quality teaching and learning, balanced with a broad curriculum of sport, music, the arts and 
enrichment, in light of the pandemic. We believe these foundations give students the best chance of building 
successful, fulfilling and happy future lives and we want to do everything we can to help 'put back' some of what 
has been lost because of coronavirus. 
 
Additional tuition for exam year students 
For our exam year students, we are putting in place a targeted programme of extra tuition, academic catch up and 
specialist support.  
 
On average, students at Longsands in Year 10 currently have missed 9.3 days in school because they have been 
unwell or isolating. And whilst students worked incredibly hard at home through remote learning during the 
lockdown period, there is no substitute for being in the classroom with their teacher.  
 
We understand many students feel anxious about how this disruption will affect their exam grades, and we don't 
want them to be worrying over the summer break and so I am pleased to share with you now our plans for 
managing this proactively.  
 
From September, students in Year 11 will have an additional 3 hours extra tuition every week. Alongside the 
academic programme, we will be offering specialist tips and advice to help them manage exam anxiety; as well as 
study guides and revision techniques.  
 
We'll be laying on additional transport for students so that they can still get home easily, and we'll also be providing 
refreshments when students access this additional tuition.  
 
We believe this additional focus and investment will help our exam year students feel confident and positive when 
they sit their assessments next summer.  
 
Extra curricular enrichment 
Also from September, we will be re-launching our extra-curricular programme, so that every student has an 
opportunity to develop new skills and enjoy activities outside of the classroom with their peers. Our extracurricular 
programme will be published in our Principal's weekly bulletin and we will be encouraging students to access these 
opportunities. 
 
 
 
 



 

Wellbeing support 
In addition, we have exciting plans to build on our wellbeing offer, so that students feel supported and able to put 
the impact of the pandemic behind them. We will discuss the wellbeing offer with students in Form Time and 
throughout Personal Development lessons, and publicise the support available regularly in assemblies. This will 
mean students will not only feel supported throughout the academic year but also have clear plans as they work 
on their post 16 destination choices.  
 
Meeting: 14th July 2021, 6 pm 
We are talking to Year 10 students about these plans today and we appreciate you, and your child(ren), may have 
further questions about them – for example, when the extra tuition will take place, what they will cover and so 
on. Mr Milne, Head of Year, and I will be pleased to answer these at a meeting on Wednesday evening at 6pm.  
You can access the meeting here.  Please can you email any specific questions you may have ahead of this evening 
to principalspa@longsands-astrea-org.   I appreciate that this meeting is at short notice and so we will make the 
content available to you after the event if you are unable to attend. 
 
The team and I are very much looking forward to next year - which promises to be less disrupted - to supporting 
the students to move on in their lives and to delivering the high-quality education and opportunities we seek to 
provide at Longsands Academy.  
 
Yours sincerely 

    
Mr N D Owen     
Principal     

https://zoom.us/j/94498145572?pwd=YzREd3JJNHppeFdwSkc2elVDNnVBQT09
mailto:principalspa@astrea-longsands.org

