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House Update

We are almost at the end of the first year of our House System and I would like to
say a huge thank you to all the students, staff and parents who have taken part in
the events and so generously sponsored our students when participating in activities. I am incredibly proud 
to say that so far £1,560 for Prostate Cancer UK and there is still time to donate your £1 for Non-Uniform 
Day on Friday 16 July https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JamesPowell27

I would also like to say a massive thank you to the House Leadership Team and the House Captains. COVID 
has played havoc with lots of our plans this year, but the House Captains have supported the House System 
regardless, so a huge thank you Maisie, Honor, Ben, Olivia and Emma.

I would also like to confirm that next academic year, all students at Longsands will be given for free a House 
coloured stripe tie on their first day in September. If you want to take a picture of your child on your front 
doorstep on the first day back to post on the social media platform of your choice(!) you might want to hold 
fire until they have their new tie on day two! The old black and white tie will therefore not be part of the 
uniform expectation. If you wish to purchase additional house ties, you can do so though SWI.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JamesPowell27
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS WEEK’S

WINNING HOUSE, DARWIN, WITH 

200 HOUSE POINTS IN THE LAST WEEK!

The race to the top has nearly finished! You can see the running total pictured above. 
Which House will be victorious in this inaugural year of our new House System?

Remember, not long to go now and every House Point counts!

AUSTEN 134 POINTS LAST WEEK, 10417 IN TOTAL

DARWIN 200 POINTS LAST WEEK, 11648 IN TOTAL

HAWKING 188 POINTS LAST WEEK, 10291 IN TOTAL 

SEACOLE 147 POINTS LAST WEEK, 10623 IN TOTAL

TURING 179 POINTS LAST WEEK, 10283 IN TOTAL
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HOUSE POINTS – STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

We are delighted to celebrate our Students of the Week who were awarded the most 
House points in their Year groups. Congratulations to all of these students on your hard 
work, resilience and achievements!

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Maya R Aidan W Lottie C Oliver H Mia J

Year 8 Devyn K Kelsey M Poppy G Isla C Teddy B

Year 9 Mia F Jasmine Z Amelie S Harry S Kitty C

Year 10 Isaac T Mario R Joshua G Jade E Alfie F
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HOUSE CAPTAIN ECO TEAM!

This week, the House Captains planted trees in the new 60th Anniversary
Wellbeing Garden. Every month, the team receive the report that signposts
the number of trees that the Academy has used in photocopying and as a
team, they decided to take action! With huge thanks to Mrs Martin-
Morales for donating the trees and Mr Moore for the muscle in helping dig
the holes, we have made a difference. And it doesn’t stop there...we have
bid for additional trees that we can then use to plant around our site, so
watch this space!
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This year Language Leaders have been using Microsoft Teams to continue to promote language 

learning across the school and our primaries. 

During Lockdown, Language Leaders worked on creating video clips and quizzes for use in KS3 

lessons.

In addition, Language Leaders also created a lesson in French or German for year 3- 6 classes by 

designing a voice over PowerPoint for local primary schools to deliver. Much careful and detailed 

planning was required to create clear audio instructions for the primary learners and teacher 

delivering this remote lesson. Our Language Leaders rose to this challenge and mastered it with 

confidence and professionalism.

Well done, Language Leaders! You worked with creativity and professionalism and helped keep the 

love of language learning alive during this challenging year. We are proud of you all!

Longsands Language Leaders
2020-2021
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Safeguarding: What is Sexual Abuse

When a child or young person is sexually abused, they're forced or tricked into sexual activities. They might not understand 
that what's happening is abuse or that it's wrong. And they might be afraid to tell someone. Sexual abuse can happen 
anywhere – and it can happen in person or online.

Types of sexual abuse
There are 2 types of sexual abuse – contact and non-contact abuse. And sexual abuse can happen in person or online.  
Contact abuse is where an abuser makes physical contact with a child. Non-contact abuse is where a child is abused without 
being touched by the abuser. 

Signs of sexual abuse
Knowing the signs of sexual abuse can help give a voice to children. Sometimes children won't understand that what's 
happening to them is wrong. Or they might be scared to speak out. Some of the signs you might notice include emotional, 
behaviour or physical signs.  

If a child is being or has been sexually abused online, they might:
•spend a lot more or a lot less time than usual online, texting, gaming or using social media
•seem distant, upset or angry after using the internet or texting
•be secretive about who they're talking to and what they're doing online or on their mobile phone
•have lots of new phone numbers, texts or email addresses on their mobile phone, laptop or tablet.

To find out more about sexual abuse, please visit https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-
sexual-abuse/#what

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/#what
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Well done to all of you who have been using GCSE Pod. ‘Top Podders’ for last week are:

Year 9 top users (top forms GAH, JSH, MTL)

Elan K, Oliver, M, Milena H

Year 10 top users (top forms RSC, KMA, LSG)

Amelia F, Emily K, Callum J

Pod Usage by House – Congratulations to Austen House

Austen: 225

Darwin: 96

Hawking: 123

Seacole: 136

Turing: 98

If you have any issues with your GCSEPod login, please follow this link
https://members.gcsepod.com/login

https://members.gcsepod.com/login
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Ofsted Review Update

Recently there has been a rise in the profile of sexism and sexual harassment in society and in schools nationally. A 
recent review by Ofsted has found that a shocking number of young people have seen or experienced this in schools 
across the country (read the report here).

Here at Longsands we have strategies in place to support students who see or experience sexual harassment and the 
topic has been included in the Personal Development curriculum for several years. Our PD curriculum is constantly 
reviewed, updated and amended to take note of the latest concerns. 

However, we want to act on the reports mentioned above and as such, an initial survey was launched with Year 9 
students to gather information about their experiences. This will be followed up with a more detailed survey and 
discussions with Student Voice.  In addition, the latest RSHE policy document has been put out to parents for 
consultation.  It is of utmost importance to us that students feel safe and have a voice so we are also looking into 
how we can ensure students have the opportunity to report any concerns to us.  Once we have assimilated all 
opinions, we will be setting out our new agenda to combat the rise in sexism and sexual harassment in school and 
hopefully by extension, in society.

In September in the new Academic year, we will present to students in the form of an assembly,  outlining the issues 
that we, as a school community, face and the ways in which we can combat sexism and sexual harassment in our 
local community and wider society. We are hoping that, together, we can tackle the injustice of sexism and sexual 
harassment, making our school a safer and happier place to be. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ofsted-culture-change-needed-to-tackle-normalised-sexual-harassment-in-schools-and-colleges
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YEAR 12 Summer School

We are delighted to share details of a summer
Virtual Open Day being run by one of the NEACO
partner institutions.

Although the summer school will be entirely online
in July, the outreach team are also planning a Uni
Camp “reunion” in the Autumn term, where those
that attended can come together on campus for a
day of further activities.

To read the flyer for Summer School along with

additional information, please click HERE.
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Social media in the news…

Social media are interactive technologies that allow the creation, sharing or exchange of 
information, ideas, career interests, and other forms of expression via virtual communities and 
networks. Famous brands include Facebook, TikTok and Instagram to name a few.

This week TikTok announced that it’s increasing the length of video uploads from a minute to 
three minutes. In a blog post, product manager Drew Kirchhoff said the change would allow for 
"even richer storytelling and entertainment".

Since it launched in 2018, TikTok has limited its users to 60 seconds per video, setting it apart 
from competitors like YouTube.

The app giant says that it is going to change for all its users "over the coming weeks". Kera 
Stewart's a drummer who's had variable success on TikTok – she said "Personally, I'm not a fan 
of the idea; the reason TikTok's been so successful is because it takes advantage of our short 
attention spans. You can get so much different content and entertainment in a short period of 
time. I feel like three minutes is going to change the app drastically."
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Social media in the news…

Adam Mosseri, Head of Instagram also announced this 
week that they are planning changes too. In a video, he 
said the four areas they are focusing on are: how users 
can make money, improving the platform's shopping and 
messaging features - and putting more focus on video. 
"People are looking to Instagram to be entertained... we 
have to embrace that and that means change. What you 
are going to see over the next couple of months is 
Instagram starting to experiment more in the space of 
what we call recommendations, so showing you things in 
Feed that you may not be following yet. We are also 
going to be experimenting with video more broadly, full 
screen and immersive, entertaining, mobile-first video." 
he said.
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Social media in the news…

Meanwhile on Facebook. The social media giant is testing a feature in the US that asks users if they are 

worried somebody, they know is becoming an extremist.

Other users may also receive an alert saying they may have been exposed to extremist content. The trial 
messages are part of Facebook’s Redirect Initiative which aims to combat extremism. The pop-ups redirect 
users to a support page.

“This test is part of our larger work to assess ways to provide resources and support to people on Facebook 
who may have engaged with or were exposed to extremist content or may know someone who is at risk,” a 
Facebook spokeswoman said.

Screenshots of the pop-ups were posted on social media. One asked: “Are you concerned that someone you 
know is becoming an extremist?”  “You may have been exposed to harmful extremist content recently,” 
whilst another said. “Violent groups try to manipulate your anger and disappointment. You can take action 
now to protect yourself and others.”

The prompts direct users to a page with support related to extremism. Facebook said tests identified both 
users who may have been exposed to rule-breaking extremist content and users who had previously been 
the subject of enforcement on the platform.
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Social media in the news…

And lastly, where would we be without cats… Pet influencers are a social media hit. The 

global pandemic has seen a rise in pet owners and adopters and pet influencers are now 

the rising social media group. In the US, pets who endorse everything from e-commerce to 

clothing brands and are part of a $100bn and growing market. However, it is Asia that 

could be the next big social media destination for these furry influencers. The cat in the 

picture ‘brossymeowington’ has more than 50,000 social media followers. If you would 

like to know more about brossy please follow this link… 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-57678337

If you would like to know more about the social media stories

shown in his article, please go to:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-57692353

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-asia-57678337
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-57692353
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology
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Year 7 students have been entering into the spirit of the Euros, holding their own very own Longsands Academy tournament.  
Congratulations to all the Year 7 students who participated, Mr Hudson was very impressed by the attitude of all participants
throughout the tournament, and it was great to see so many students involved.  

The final was held on Friday 2nd July and, by coincidence, was played between Italy and England!  England team were 
victorious winning 2-0. We are certain that we’re not alone in hoping this is an omen as the Longsands community join in 
wishing the England Squad all the best for Sunday’s final.

It’s Coming Home!

YEAR 7 EURO TOURNAMENT

2 0
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Reminder: Early closure and non-
uniform for the last day of term!

The Academy will close early on Friday 16 July, with students leaving site after
12.40pm. School buses will arrive at 12.40pm and will leave site at 1.00 pm,
allowing time for students who require a lunch to collect one from the canteen.

On Sports Day, in memory of Mr Hynes who was keen runner we have a dedicated
race for Year 7 students in his honour, which we hope is a fitting legacy for all that
he gave to our Longsands community over so many years.

In addition, on the last day of term - Friday, 16 July – you can participate in a
non-uniform day and we invite students to make a donation to this years’ chosen
charity, Prostate Cancer UK, in dedicated memory of Mr Hynes.

A suggested donation of £1 can be made via this link. The Longsands community
has already raised £1254 for this really worthy cause so far this year.

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-display/showROFundraiserPage?userUrl=JamesPowell27&pageUrl=4
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Uniform Reminder
The weather is not currently due to become very hot before the
end of term, therefore all usual uniform rules apply:

• Blazers must be worn at all times (you may ask if you can remove it in lessons) when 
inside the building and when walking between lessons. If the weather is hot, we will 
send out a communication which will give permission for blazers to be left at home, 
however, we are not expecting hot weather prior to the summer break.

• Trousers must be grey, tailored and representative of the images on the SWI website if 
they are not purchased from there. 

• Tailored grey shorts are permitted during the summer, no other shorts are allowed.
• Socks must be black and shoes must be suitable for office wear, trainer brands marketing 

themselves as school shoes should be avoided. 
• Ties should be worn at all times – and just a reminder that you will be provided with a 

House tie when you return to school in September.
• Full PE kit must be brought to every lesson – and you should come to school in your PE 

kit on Sports Days (on Wednesday 14 July for Years 7 and 8, and for Years 9 and 10 on 
Thursday 15 July).

The smaller details are equally as important:
• only one small ring, a watch and one pair of stud earrings, one in each ear, are permitted
• Make up is discouraged and, if worn, should be discreet, hair should be of a natural 

colour and only natural nail colourings are permitted (no gel nails).
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Lateral Flow Testing
Thank you to you all for continuing to carry out your lateral flow tests twice a week to 
ensure we are all as safe as possible, particularly with the recent rise in cases. 

You will be pleased to hear that we have recently received confirmation that you will 
not need to continue to take lateral flow tests throughout the summer break.

Please remember that all tests up to the end of term should be recorded on the NHS 
website www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result and also to us at school HERE. 

We are waiting for further guidance in relation to testing in September and will 
contact your parents and carers as soon as we have more information.

http://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u

