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KEY DATES COMING UP:

5 July 
Sixth Form transition day

16 July 
Last day of summer term 
for all students

19-20 July 
Staff training days

10 August 
A level results

12 August 
GCSE results

6 September 
Year 7 students first day  
Year 12 sign-up

7 September 
All students in school

8 October 
Staff training day (no 
students in school)

25-29 October 
Half-term break

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
ALL 

YEARS 

In light of the Prime Minister’s announcement earlier this week about delaying 
the easing of the lockdown restrictions, please can I take this opportunity to say 
thank you to all students who continue to test twice weekly in order to keep our 
school community safe – and thank you also to our parents and carers, many of 
whom we know are also testing. Given that infection rates are continuing to rise 
and the local authority inform us that the reporting of testing is in decline we 
would urge any student who is not currently testing to do so. If more tests are 
required then these can be requested from the Student Support Officer for your 
child’s year group.

Please can I also thank parents/carers for ensuring that their child has a face 
covering for wearing inside of communual areas during the school day. By 
students wearing face masks, we are able to reduce the risk of transmission of 
Covid-19 within the school community. Please be reminded that the wearing of 
face masks also remains an expectation for travel on school buses and for those 
students using public transport to travel to school. 

Along with many schools across the country we will shortly be taking part in 
a lateral flow test efficacy study to test how accurate the lateral flow tests are 
by comparing the results to a PCR test result. This will include those over 16, 
therefore only Year 12 students and staff, and will involve a PCR test being issued 
next week to all those who are happy to take part. They will simply take their LFT 
as usual immediately followed by the PCR test provided. The two bar codes of the 
tests will be linked together via an App. The PCR test will then be brought back 
into school in a sealed envelope and will be sent off the following day. The PCR 
test will be analysed in the lab and the LFT linked to it will be checked to ensure 
it has given the same result. The LFT result should be reported in the usual way 
as is requested for all LFT tests – to the NHS here www.gov.uk/report-covid19-
result and to school HERE. Further information will follow for Year 12 students 
next week.

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u
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To celebrate Pride Month, we are sharing some of our 
Pride Anthems with you.  This week, it’s Mr Parkes’ turn!

“In a previous life, I used to perform in a wedding band, and this was a favourite by the audience and 
the band alike. It always had the ability to bring people together, to forget any grievances that have gone 
before and to enjoy each other’s company. Even on the millionth time of hearing it I still find it as powerful 
as the first time. It is a song about just being yourself, not losing sight of the things that make you unique 
and special, to celebrate them and not to hide yourself away from the world.”  CLICK HERE TO VIEW

ALL
YEARS PRIDE ANTHEMS

YEARS 
7-11

We are delighted to celebrate the 
Students of the Week, who were 

awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Darwin House as they have been awarded the most House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

HOUSE POINTS: STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Ronnie H Milla C Sophia M Lacey T Alfie-Jack F

Year 8 Elijah B Emma W Zak O Alfie P Heidi J

Year 9 Kyle C Tara B Maison F Harley R Natasha E

Year 10 Isaac T Luis G Finley M Ronnie M Geoffrey C

As we come towards the end of our first 
year with our new House System, we 

look to September and how we can start to embed our allegiance to our Houses.  As such. 
we are proud to be launching our House Ties, which every student will be able to wear 
with pride.  On the first day back in September, form tutors will give every student a new 
House tie for free, which will replace the old black and white one.  Please do not purchase 
a black and white tie in preparation for the new academic year 2021 - 22.  The SWI website 
has a reminder of this and the new House ties will be on the website to be purchased shortly.

ALL 
YEARS HOUSE SYSTEM UPDATE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPn0KFlbqX8
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On Tuesday 15 June, the Year 10 Computer Science 
students took part in our first virtual visit to Bletchley 
Park. During the visit students found out about the site 
in Milton Keynes and the impact it had on the second 
world war and on developments in computing. 

As part of the event they also took part in a live 
demonstration of an Enigma machine and in a workshop 
that tested their code cracking abilities. The event 
concluded with a competition organised by the Computer Science department that saw the students competing in 
teams to earn the most virtual cash in a mock heist by solving problems and answering questions to unlock safety 
deposit boxes.

This event was a fantastic opportunity for the students to demonstrate and apply their computing knowledge and 
understanding and to learn more about the subject and its history.

YEAR 
10 YEAR 10 COMPUTER SCIENCE

All students should bring a re-fillable water bottle with them 
for use at school to help them stay hydrated. Please note fizzy/

energy drinks are not permitted and we are unable to supply cups. Water bottles can be replenished 
at break and lunch times via the water fountains in both school halls.

YEARS 
7-10 WATER BOTTLES

Thank you to all of you who took the time to read our 
updated Relationships, Sex and Health Education 

Policy and provide us with your feedback.  The overwhelming response was positive and we have made alterations 
where necessary because of your suggestions.  In light of the recent Ofsted report ‘Review of sexual abuse in 
schools and colleges’, Personal Development is now more important than ever and our commitment to deliver the 
best Personal Development experience to all of our students is unwavering.  

ALL 
YEARS RHSE POLICY CONSULATATION

Last week the Year 13s in their final week of school took part in a national event – the 
mock G7. The actual G7 2021 was a huge event - the first face-to-face meeting of world 

leaders in nearly 2 years, aiming to solve some of the biggest challenges facing our planet. The Mock G7 Programme 
was a chance for young people across the UK to learn about and participate in G7 simulations, and the topic - ocean 
action - has never been more important. In a world where decisions made today have significant, long-term and 
potentially disastrous consequences on the young people of tomorrow, it is more important than ever to equip 
young people with the skills they need to influence global change. Students got the opportunity to develop better 
communication, presenting, listening, debating, team working and critical thinking skills. Hopefully, we shall see 
some of them becoming the leaders of tomorrow!

YEAR 
13 THE MOCK G7
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Year 10 Fine Art students have been exploring the work of Derek Gores 
and Deborah Shapiro and have created some excellent responses.

D. Shapiro is an artist whose collages may get mistaken or paintings. Look closely at her collages of animals and you 
will see rip and torn pieces of magazines. Find out more here: Deborah Shapiro Art

D. Gores recycles magazines, maps, data and more in his lush portraits on canvas. The balance of details and 
playfulness in each piece reveals Gores’ knack for discovery and building seemingly endless puzzles into his work. 
Check out this interview with D. Gores to learn more about his collage portraits: DEREK GORES | Collage Couture 
Miami | Fashion One - YouTube

Very well done to you all, these are absolutely stunning!

YEAR 
10 STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

https://www.deborahshapiroart.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgPLItHqQ6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgPLItHqQ6s
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What is Honour-Based Abuse?

The concept of ‘honour’ is for some communities deemed to be extremely important. To compromise a family’s 
‘honour’ is to bring dishonour and shame and this can have severe consequences. The punishment for bringing 
dishonour can be emotional abuse, physical abuse, family disownment and in some cases even murder.

In most honour-based abuse cases there are multiple perpetrators from the immediate family, sometimes the 
extended family and occasionally the community at large. Mothers, sisters, aunties and even grandmothers have 
been known to be involved in the conspiring of honour crimes.   

What is the difference between an Arranged and Forced Marriage?

Arranged Marriage: Both participants give their full consent and enter the marriage willingly.

Forced Marriage:  One or both participants enter the marriage without giving their consent. They go through with 
the wedding under duress from their families.

Forcing someone into marriage is a criminal offence in the UK.

Arranged or Forced: Grey Area

What starts out as an ‘arranged’ marriage can quickly escalate to a forced marriage. It is not uncommon for one of 
the participants to change their mind, even on the wedding day only for the families to force them to go through 
with it.

What are the main challenges?

Ensuring everyone in the country understands that culture, religion, and tradition is not an excuse, forced marriage 
is a criminal offence in the UK.

Raising awareness of Karma Nirvana’s victim support services within communities and places of worship so that 
victims understand we can help them.

Educating professionals particularly in the Police, Schools, NHS and Social Services to better understand honour-
based abuse, forced marriage and best practice in dealing with it.

Does culture, religion or tradition justify this abuse?

To our knowledge, there is no scripture in any of the major religions that condone forced marriage. Under British 
law it is illegal.

Which communities does this abuse affect?

Honour crimes are most prevalent within diaspora communities from South Asia, the Middle East, and North and 
East Africa. Reports come from Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Orthodox Jewish and occasionally traveller communities. 
Honour Abuse is not determined by gender; both perpetrators and victims can be male or female.

For more information, please visit https://karmanirvana.org.uk/ 

ALL
YEARS SAFEGUARDING: HONOUR BASED ABUSE

https://karmanirvana.org.uk/ 
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Holiday, Activity and Food (HAF) Programme. Please see 
below for more details about the Holiday, Activity and Food (HAF) 

Programme this summer which is being run by Cambridgeshire County Council. We would encourage eligible 
parents/carers to explore this valuable offer. We are confident that the healthy food, range of play opportunities 
and interesting variety of experiences offered will positively impact children’s physical and emotional wellbeing over 
the summer holidays and beyond.

SUMMER HOLIDAYS 2021
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The Queen’s Commonwealth Essay Competition is the world’s oldest 
writing competition for schools, established in 1883. The theme for this 

year is ‘Community in the Commonwealth’ and the deadline for entries is Wednesday 30 June 2021.

More information can be seen on the images below, or by visiting www.royalcwsociety.org/enterthecompetition 

ESSAY COMPETITION

We are delighted to introduce our new Inclusion      
and Wellbeing Officer for Years 12 and 13: 

‘Hello, this is a quick introduction to let parents/carers know who I am and what I will be doing 
for the Sixth Form.

I am Mr Smith, the new Inclusion and Wellbeing Officer for Year 12 and 13, taking over from 
Mrs Emanuel, and I will be continuing to look after the mental health and wellbeing of students. 

In addition to this, if students have any questions about Post 18 study at university, apprenticeships, 
looking for a job after Sixth Form, their studies, or simply to have a chat they can find me on the 
second floor of the Sixth Form block, or alternatively, they can email me at via Edward.Smith@astrea-longsands.org’

YEAR 
12 

& 13 
A WARM WELCOME

www.royalcwsociety.org/enterthecompetition 
mailto:Edward.Smith%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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ALL 
YEARS MENU

YEARS 
9-11

Please see the information below regarding our extra-curricular activities that are running 
during the summer term. These clubs are available for boys and girls - please ask your PE 

teacher if you have any queries about the clubs or need any further information.

PE CLUBS

https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 
https://www.saltersinstitute.co.uk/festivals-of-chemistry/

