
 

 
16 June 2021 

 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
You may have seen in the news last week that Ofsted have published a review into sexual harassment in schools. 
Nine in ten of the girls they spoke to told them that sexist behaviour was happening in their school community. 
Ofsted’s message to schools was clear: that schools should “act on the assumption that sexual harassment is 
affecting their pupils”. 
 
This is a challenging message for all of us who are responsible for raising children – both teachers and 
parents/carers. We do not want to imagine that our young people are either perpetrating these behaviours, or 
on the receiving end of them. Yet we have a responsibility to face up to the reality that many of them are. 
 
As a school, we take this responsibility seriously. We are encouraged that we already have a range of 
safeguarding measures in place to support our students and take seriously the delivery of the new Relationship, 
Sex, Health Education (RHSE) curriculum as part of our Personal Development programme. We accept all of the 
recommendations in Ofsted’s review, and will work hard to implement them. If you would like to read the review 
and recommendations yourself, then you can find the report here. 
 
Over the rest of this summer term, we will be inviting views from students about how we can best create a 
culture where all students feel safe and respected, and where there is no place for sexist behaviour. Our school 
leadership team will use their input to develop an approach together, which we will bring to our school’s Local 
Education Consultative Committee (LECC). We will then launch our approach as part of the return to school in 
September. 
 
In advance of this, I encourage you to talk to your child about this issue. Ofsted found that sexist behaviour is so 
normalised in our children’s culture that most of them simply accept it, and don’t feel it is worth reporting. We 
all have a part to play in challenging this culture.  
 
Yours sincerely 

     
Mr N D Owen       
Principal   

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/review-of-sexual-abuse-in-schools-and-colleges

