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CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS WEEK’S

WINNING HOUSE, DARWIN, WITH 

191 HOUSE POINTS IN THE LAST WEEK!

The race to the top has begun! You can see the running total pictured above. 
Which House will be victorious in this inaugural year of our new House System?

Remember, every House Point counts!

AUSTEN 76 POINTS LAST WEEK, 9973 IN TOTAL

DARWIN 191 POINTS LAST WEEK, 11050 IN TOTAL

HAWKING 96 POINTS LAST WEEK, 9797 IN TOTAL 

SEACOLE 141 POINTS LAST WEEK, 10216 IN TOTAL

TURING 121 POINTS LAST WEEK, 9851 IN TOTAL
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HOUSE POINTS – STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

We are delighted to celebrate our Students of the Week who were awarded the most 
House points in their Year groups. Congratulations to all of these students on your hard 
work, resilience and achievements!

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Ronnie H Milla C Sophia M Lacey T Alfie-Jack F

Year 8 Elijah B Emma W Zak O Alfie P Heidi J

Year 9 Kyle C Tara B Maison F Harley R Natasha E

Year 10 Isaac T Luis G Finley M Ronnie M Geoffrey C
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Geography Enrichment:
Test your general knowledge or map skills

By following these links you can find quizzes to practise place knowledge.
Or test your map skills by following the Ordnance Survey link to the Map Zone. 
Complete just one quiz or as many as you like!

https://www.britannica.com/quiz/browse/Geography-Travel

https://www.geography.org.uk/Geographical-quizzes

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-quizzes

https://www.britannica.com/quiz/browse/Geography-Travel
https://www.geography.org.uk/Geographical-quizzes
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/map-quizzes
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Student Spotlight
Year 10 Fine Art students have been exploring the work of Derek Gores
and Deborah Shapiro and have created some excellent responses.
D. Shapiro is an artist whose collages may get mistaken or paintings. Look closely at her collages of animals 
and you will see rip and torn pieces of magazines. Find out more here: Deborah Shapiro Art D. Gores recycles 
magazines, maps, data and more in his lush portraits on canvas. The balance of details and playfulness in each 
piece reveals Gores’ knack for discovery and building seemingly endless puzzles into his work. Check out this 
interview with D. Gores to learn more about his collage portraits: DEREK GORES | Collage Couture Miami | 
Fashion One – YouTube Very well done to you all, these are absolutely stunning!

https://www.deborahshapiroart.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DgPLItHqQ6s
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Introducing Mr Smith

We are delighted to introduce our new Inclusion                                       
and Wellbeing Officer for Years 12 and 13:

‘Hello everyone, this is a quick introduction to let you know who I am 
and what I will be doing for the Sixth Form.

I am Mr Smith, the new Inclusion and Wellbeing Officer for Year 12 and 
13, taking over from Mrs Emanuel, and I will be continuing to look after 
the mental health and wellbeing of students. In addition to this, if you 
have any questions about Post 18 study at university, apprenticeships, 
looking for a job after Sixth Form, your studies, or you just want to have 
a chat then please do drop by and come and see me.

I can be found on the second floor of the Sixth Form block, or 
alternatively, you can email me at Edward.Smith@astrea-longsands.org’

mailto:Edward.Smith@astrea-longsands.org
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With the summer holiday approaching, it’s worth thinking about how you can stay safe and minimise risky 

behaviour.

Think about behaviour and consequences

Thinking about behaviour and consequences can help you learn to work out how much risk is involved in 

different situations. For example, you might think, ‘There are going to be times when it’s really hard to say no 

to drugs, but I know how bad they are for my health and other parts of my life. I really hope I can stay strong’.

Working out agreed rules

If you work with your parents on rules and consequences for breaking them, you can show you are 

responsible and understand where the boundaries lie. Your parents are going to want to keep you safe, so 

work with them.

Talking about values

Knowing what’s important to your family will help you develop responsibility and personal values. 

Demonstrating strong values will set a good influence for others around you.

Let someone know where you are

Someone knowing where you are can help protect you. You should always let someone know where you’re 

going to be and if plans change.

Stay safe online    

Don’t post any personal information online – like your address, email address or mobile number. Think 

carefully before posting pictures or videos of yourself. Once you’ve put a picture of yourself online most 

people can see it and may be able to download it, it’s not just yours anymore.
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FRANCE: Some interesting facts
by Year 10 Language Leaders

1. France has arguably the most 
influential artists in history, including 
Claude Monet, Edgar Degas, Camille 
Pissarro and Paul Cézanne.

2. “Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité” is the 
national motto of France (Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity).

3. France has won the most Nobel 
Prizes for literature, the total being 15 
times. 

4. The camera phone was invented in 
France. It was invented in France in 
1997 by a Parisian called Philippe Kahn.

5. The Tour de France has existed for 
over 100 years. The world’s most 
prestigious cycling race was first held in 
1903.‘The Green Dancer’ (Danseuse verte) 

by Edgar Degas
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Cristiano Ronaldo’s health message kicks up a storm!

Ronaldo, arguably one of the most influential athletes in the world, has used his influence 

to send a powerful message. In a UEFA press conference Ronaldo moved 2 bottles of Coke 

(a promotion from one of the Euro 2020 sponsors) out of view of the camera and then 

held up a bottle of water and said: “drink water”.

A simple gesture which, within moments, caused the value of global giant Coke-Cola to fall 

by a staggering $5.2 billion. 

Coca-Cola released a statement after Ronaldo's press conference, saying “everyone is 

entitled to their drink preferences” and everyone has different “tastes and needs”.

For many years health professionals have been warning about obesity and other illness 

related to diet and exercise. 
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What do you think?

Social media has been debating if we do have freedom of choice anymore; or has clever 

marketing meant that big business has put junk food front and centre making it harder 

and more expensive to choose the healthy option. 

Do you find it hard to make healthy choice?

Do we need some government legislation restricting the advertising of ‘junk food’ as we 

have seen with alcohol and tobacco?
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Safeguarding: Honour-Based Abuse

The concept of ‘honour’ is for some communities deemed to be extremely important. To compromise a family’s ‘honour’ is to bring dishonour and 
shame and this can have severe consequences. The punishment for bringing dishonour can be emotional abuse, physical abuse, family disownment 
and in some cases even murder.

In most honour-based abuse cases there are multiple perpetrators from the immediate family, sometimes the extended family and occasionally the 
community at large. Mothers, sisters, aunties and even grandmothers have been known to be involved in the conspiring of honour crimes.

What is the difference between an Arranged and Forced Marriage?
Arranged Marriage: Both participants give their full consent and enter the marriage willingly.
Forced Marriage: One or both participants enter the marriage without giving their consent. They go through with the wedding under duress from 
their families.

Forcing someone into marriage is a criminal offence in the UK.

Arranged or Forced: Grey Area
What starts out as an ‘arranged’ marriage can quickly escalate to a forced marriage. It is not uncommon for one of the participants to change their 
mind, even on the wedding day only for the families to force them to go through with it.

What are the main challenges?
Ensuring everyone in the country understands that culture, religion, and tradition is not an excuse, forced marriage is a criminal offence in the UK. 
Raising awareness of Karma Nirvana’s victim support services within communities and places of worship so that victims understand we can help 
them. Educating professionals particularly in the Police, Schools, NHS and Social Services to better understand honour-based abuse, forced marriage 
and best practice in dealing with it.

Does culture, religion or tradition justify this abuse?
To our knowledge, there is no scripture in any of the major religions that condone forced marriage. Under British law it is illegal.

Which communities does this abuse affect?
Honour crimes are most prevalent within diaspora communities from South Asia, the Middle East, and North and East Africa. Reports come from 
Muslim, Sikh, Hindu, Orthodox Jewish and occasionally traveller communities. Honour Abuse is not determined by gender; both perpetrators and 
victims can be male or female.

For more information, please visit https://karmanirvana.org.uk/

https://karmanirvana.org.uk/


G
C

S
E

P
o

d

Well done to all of you who have been using GCSE Pod. ‘Top Podders’ for 7/6 to 13/6 are:

Year 10 top users (top forms BPP, PRR, PRJ)

Isaac J, Lucy J, Tia B

Pod Usage by House – Congratulations to Turing House

Austen: 37

Darwin: 27

Hawking: 71

Seacole: 79

Turing: 185

If you have any issues with your GCSEPod login, please follow this link
https://members.gcsepod.com/login

https://members.gcsepod.com/login
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PRIDE Anthems!

To celebrate Pride Month, we are sharing some of our Pride Anthems
with you. This week, it is Mr Parkes’ turn!

“In a previous life, I used to perform in a wedding band, and this was a
favourite by the audience and the band alike. It always had the ability to
bring people together, to forget any grievances that have gone before and to enjoy each other’s 
company. Even on the millionth time of hearing it I still find it as powerful as the first time. It is a 
song about just being yourself, not losing sight of the things that make you unique and special, to 
celebrate them and not to hide yourself away from the world.” 

So, what is the song? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LPn0KFlbqX8

To celebrate Pride Month we are asking you to pledge your support to the LGBTQ+ 
community.

All you have to do is complete the Form https://forms.office.com/r/MDhgGnD8LS
and you can write a statement of support, but that is optional.

What would be amazing is if every single one of you completed this as a sign of solidarity to the 
LGBTQ+ community and we can truly demonstrate that we celebrate the diversity, inclusivity, and 
equality we champion here at Longsands. For every pledge, you will receive a House Point. So
what's stopping you? Get pledging!

https://forms.office.com/r/MDhgGnD8LS
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BRING A RE-FILLABLE WATER BOTTLE

As we head into the end of the summer term and the weather grows
increasingly warmer, please ensure that you are fully prepared for the day
ahead.

All students should bring a re-fillable water bottle with them for use at school
to help them stay hydrated. Please note fizzy/energy drinks are not permitted
and we unable to supply cups.

Further information about the potential health impacts of energy drinks can
be found in this link: https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/energy-drinks-and-
young-people.html

Applying sun cream before school is also recommended so that you can enjoy
being outdoors safely during break and lunch.

Please also be reminded that it is still the expectation that students will wear
face coverings when inside, in communal areas and on school transport.

https://www.bda.uk.com/resource/energy-drinks-and-young-people.html


C
O

M
P

U
T

IN
G

Technology and the wild…
Technology is changing how we investigate
and protect planet Earth. The increased 
portability and reduced cost of collecting
data and the use of synthesis tools, for instance — from visual and acoustic sensors to DNA sequencers, online 
mapping platforms, and apps for sharing photos — have all transformed how we research and conserve the 
natural world. These tools allow research and conservation projects across the world an unprecedented 
capacity to access, collect, organize, analyse, and convey information. There are several key areas where 
technology is being successfully used, they are...

To understand target species and systems

Camera traps are remote cameras that take photos when a sensor is triggered by the movement 

of an animal or person and, increasingly, send the image in real-time to the operator. They have 

helped researchers document the presence of elusive wildlife for decades, but scientists have 

now begun to apply this technology to new environments and species. The installation 

of camera traps in trees, for example, has successfully documented canopy use by arboreal 

mammals. Studying animals in the dark requires its own technology. Researchers in the US have 

successfully adapted thermal imaging sensors—which detect the heat energy emitted by 

animals—to study hibernating bats in caves and their response to white-nose syndrome. 

Hummingbird researchers have also adapted a popular technique by separating the sensor from 

the camera to give cameras time to film the tiny, fast-flying birds. The do-it-yourself system 

allowed the researchers to use their own high-speed video camera and multiple independent 

sensors to detect the birds at different flowers. 
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Technology and the wild…

Automated bio-acoustic monitoring devices

Animals in general make a lot of noise. Acoustic sensors can play a role similar to that of 

camera traps by recording the presence of animals through their sounds at relatively low 

cost, and storing them in a web-based platform allowing users to manage and analyse the 

data they collect. These systems are particularly useful for aerial and underwater species 

that move in three dimensions, rather than along trails. For example, researchers in 

Mexico detected the decreasing number of vaquitas (a nearly extinct porpoise) through 

acoustic monitoring of their home in the Gulf of California. Passive acoustic monitoring 

devices set at spawning locations have allowed researchers to measure fish 

abundance independent of private catch data. Bioacoustics are increasingly helping 

scientists understand overall an ecosystems health, even underwater.
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Technology and the wild…

Monitor animal status

The availability and reduced cost of aerial imagery allows researchers to use small 

unmanned aerial vehicles such as UAVs, or drones, to count individual trees of target 

species, satellites to analyse site- to regional-scale forest change, and continue to 

revolutionise not only the collection of habitat data but also the monitoring of habitat at 

both ecosystem and landscape scales. Open-access online mapping and data sharing 

platforms help researchers to observe large-scale changes in vegetation over time. The 

Map 4 Environment serves as a repository for data sets and offers non-experts simple tools 

to share and manage the data and produce maps online, and also for non-technical users, 

Collect Earth allows teams with local knowledge to monitor land use change using point 

sampling tools and a large compilation of high-resolution images.

https://news.mongabay.com/2017/03/building-environmental-community-and-transparency-through-maps/
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Technology and the wild…

Using a wider audience to take action

Recent technological developments encourage everyone to help advance biodiversity and 
ecological research, as well as draw attention to threats and changes to natural systems.
Apps are available that enhance real data with augmented reality to try and increase 
empathy for wildlife among gamers and other groups not traditionally active in 
conservation, while mobile technologies such as TIMBY allow concerned citizens 
to securely report (illegal) activities in their communities, providing unique evidence of 
what’s happening locally on the ground.

If you would like to know more about how technology is being used to help the worlds 

wildlife please go to the following websites:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57397182

https://www.ourdailyplanet.com/story/monitoring-animals-from-the-space-station-to-

improve-their-conservation/

https://news.mongabay.com/2018/01/10-top-conservation-tech-innovations-from-2017/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-57397182
https://www.ourdailyplanet.com/story/monitoring-animals-from-the-space-station-to-improve-their-conservation/
https://news.mongabay.com/2018/01/10-top-conservation-tech-innovations-from-2017/
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@LongsandsPE

Longsands Academy PE Department
Extra-Curricular Activities Timetable SUMMER 2021 

(For clubs and fixtures running in the Summer Term starting 12 April 21)

*NO fixtures until further notice*
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MOCK G7

Last week the Year 13s took part in a national event – the mock G7.

The actual G7 2021 was a huge event- the first face-to-face meeting of world 
leaders in nearly 2 years, aiming to solve some of the biggest challenges facing 
our planet. The Mock G7 Programme was a chance for young people across the 
U.K. to learn about and participate in G7 simulations, and the topic - ocean 
action - has never been more important.

In a world where decisions made today have significant, long-term and 
potentially disastrous consequences on the young people of tomorrow, it is 
more important than ever to equip young people with the skills they need to 
influence global change. Students got the opportunity to develop better 
communication, presenting, listening, debating, team working and critical 
thinking skills. 

Hopefully, we shall see some of them becoming the leaders of tomorrow!
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UCAS DISCOVERY

Keep an eye out for UCAS Discovery Week 22-26 June which 

aims to support students with everything they need to get ahead 

their career plans this summer, including:

• Personal statement workshops

• UCAS application clinics

• Live apprenticeship panels

• Careers advice and researching tips

• 100+ unis, apprenticeship employers and experts

To book your place click this link Event Registration | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/registration?reference=event-393976
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YEAR 11 STUDENTS

For those students who are returning to our Sixth Form in September please note 
that Summer transition work can be found here Transition Work – Sixth Form St 
Neots (astreasixthformstneots.org)

We know that many of you have started some of this work in your lessons this week 
and competing this work for September will be an important part of developing the 
independent learning habits necessary for Sixth Form success.

Our transition day is on Monday 5 July and further details will be sent out in due 
course.

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/transition-work/

