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KEY DATES COMING UP:

28 May 
Early closure

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

11 June 
Final day for Year 11 and 
Year 13 students

5 July 
Sixth Form transition day

16 July 
Last day of summer term 
for all students

19-20 July 
Staff training days

10 August 
A level results

12 August 
GCSE results

ALL
YEARS

We had an incredibly positive 
reaction to our first live Parent 

and Carer event: Wellbeing and Support in a Post-COVID World. Becky Dawson 
presented a whole host of different strategies and takeaway tips on how parents 
and carers can best support their young people.  If you would like to access the 
slides from the presentation, please do so HERE.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

We have been impressed with the majority 
of students since their return to school in 

March who have diligently followed our uniform policy. With the summer months 
approaching we thought it would be helpful to clarify some of our uniform 
expectations.

Year round:

• Blazers must be worn at all times around the Academy site unless playing 
sport at breaktimes in the  designated year group area

• Blazers may be removed in the classroom with permission from the teacher

• Socks and tights must be black

• Shoes must be black, suitable for office wear and not branded sports shoes

From May half term:

• Outdoor coats must be removed when entering the building, they should not be worn in lessons

• Tailored grey shorts – as available from the SWI website – may be worn

• If the weather becomes very hot, the Principal will make the decision to allow students to remove blazers and 
ties, however these items should be worn at all times until this decision is communicated to students (other 
than removal of the blazer with permission in lessons and when playing sport as detailed above)

UNIFORM UPDATEYEARS 
7-11

Following our letter on the 11 May, please 
be reminded that the Academy will close 

early on Friday 28 May, with students leaving site after 12.10 pm and buses to 
depart at 12:30 pm (allowing time for those students who require a lunch to 
collect one from the canteen).

EARLY CLOSUREALL
YEARS

YEARS 
7-10

Uniform provider SWI has asked us to share this parent guide with you giving 
details of current deals and recommending that you buy uniform during June 

and July in order to get the best deals, benefits and experience. This includes ‘early bird’ discounts and a prize draw.

SWI PARENT GUIDE

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Wellbeing-and-Support-in-a-Post-COVID-World.pdf
https://www.swischoolwear.co.uk/parentguide
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YEARS 
7-11

We are delighted to celebrate the 
Students of the Week, who were 

awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Austen House as they have been awarded the most House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

HOUSE POINTS: STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing
Year 7 Natasha P Holly W Barney C Joseph J Eleanor L-S

Year 8 Daniel R Ashton H Joshua M Abrielle G Kuba J
Year 9 Erin B Leo L-J Phoebe H Matheo J Danny W

Year 10 Evelyn P Mario R Izzy B Jasmine S Madison L

Year 11 Richie T Chardonnay A Luke M Bethany E Ella B

To celebrate our 60th Anniversary, the House Leadership Team have 
been involved in creating a Wellbeing Garden and House Captains are 
putting together time capsules that will be buried containing items that 
represent this year.  

I have a feel that a mask and some hand sanitiser will feature in all of 
them(!) but please do encourage your young people to get in touch with 
their House Captain to share any ideas they have.

Mr J Powell - Assistant Principal: Personal Development

ALL
YEARS 60TH ANNIVERSARY TIME CAPSULES 
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We have recently asked students to complete a survey to indicate how 
many of them are continuing to test at home twice a week and we have 
had a really pleasing response in that over 97% of those who replied 
indicated that they are continuing to test. 

A slightly smaller number were reporting their results to the NHS (92.5%) 
and a smaller number again to the school (81.5%). Please can I urge you 
to ensure that all tests results are reported in both places and, most 
importantly, if your child is in receipt of a positive lateral flow test that you also email enquiries@astrea-longsands.
org to alert us to this and the absence of your child, as they will be self-isolating until a PCR test result is obtained. 

To report a test result to the NHS: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

To report a student test result to the school: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.
aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u

Please remember to follow the government guidance if a member of the family develops symptoms (new and 
continuous cough, high temperature, loss of smell/taste) – isolation of all family members until the result of a PCR 
test is obtained and if a family member tests positive, continued isolation. Please do keep in touch with us at school 
and we will do what we can to support your family, including providing and signposting work if your child feels well 
enough to do this.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping Longsands and our shared community safe. Whilst cases in the 
local area are falling, we can’t afford to be complacent. Further boxes of test kits will be distributed to students next 
week, before the half term break, to ensure students have enough tests until we return after the holiday. 

A final reminder that families can also request testing kits to use at home from the following link:

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests

ALL
YEARS HOME LATERAL FLOW TESTING

YEARS 
7-11 RELATIONSHIPS & SEX EDUCATION (RSE) POLICY REVIEW

As a part of your child’s education at Longsands Academy, students learn and participate in our Personal 
Development curriculum. 

Personal Development gives young people the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live safe, 
healthy, productive lives and meet their full potential. As part of the Personal Development curriculum, Relationship 
and Sex Education is a statutory requirement from the Department of Education (DFE) for us as an Academy to deliver. 
 
We are revising our RSE policy (click here to view) which we invite you to read and offer any thoughts or feedback 
as we finalise it.  It will also offer you a chance to see what your child will be taught and when and how we plan 
to deliver RSE aspects of Personal Development. The policy has been developed from research models of good 
practice and the Curriculum can be found at Appendix 2.

Please click here to answer some questions on it - the closing date is Friday 28 May.

We are committed to working in partnership with parents and carers, to ensure our students receive the best 
education possible and we value the parental consultation is an important aspect of this.

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/RSE-Policy-Longsands-Updated-May-2021.pdf
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCnq6OkrqEgFKtYXjgflq_mxUMkZHUEhJV0gyOTFSREtISFNVVzJCRFozMS4u&wdLOR=c472BDFC3-C146-44D6-B7CA-770A9C2E8667


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 24 May 2021                                                                   (Week A)

YEAR 
10

Mr Milne has been incredibly impressed by how maturely students in 
Year 10 have approached their mock exams which began last Monday.

Parents/Carers of students in Year 10 have already received a booklet to help support students through this process 
and to help with exam preparation. We wish students well with this mock exams experience.

YEAR 10 MOCK EXAMS

Use this link www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools to 
nominate Longsands and be in with a chance of winning a 
massive £5,000 National Book Tokens prize to refresh the 
school library for generations of children to come.

The winning entrant also takes home £100 of National 
Book Tokens just for them!

Whether you work in a school or have school-aged 
children yourself, you’ll know the importance of a good 
school library – and not just for learning.

ALL
YEARS WIN £5,000 OF NATIONAL BOOK TOKENS FOR YOUR SCHOOL!

YEARS 
7-11

Do you have some Academy uniform that your child has grown out of? If so, the ‘school 
uniform project’ could help to give your unneeded uniform a new lease of life!

Berkley St Methodist Church in St Neots is leading a new project to recycle school uniform 
and give it to children in our community.  If you have items to donate, all you have to do, 
is drop off your unwanted, clean uniform at the church’s ‘Bargain Centre’ which is open on 
a Thursday from 10 am until 4 pm.  

You will find Berkley Street Methodist Church at 10 Berkley Street, Eynesbury, St Neots, PE19 2NB. For more details, 
please contact Nicky Carter, Children and Families Worker, at Berkley Street via email nickycarter68@gmail.com 
or call 07907 674963.

THE SCHOOL UNIFORM PROJECT

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools
mailto:nickycarter68%40gmail.com?subject=
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In the student bulletin this week we have talked about County 
Lines, here is some information that may help if you want 
to have a conversation with your child around this worrying 
activity.  

What is ‘County Lines’?

The ‘lines’ refer to mobile phones that are used to control a 
young person who is delivering drugs, often to towns outside 
of their home county.

Who is targeted?

Young people aged 14-17 are most likely to be targeted by 
the criminal gangs but there are reports of children as young 
as 7 being groomed into county lines.

How are children used?

The grooming might start with them being asked to ‘keep 
watch’ but it soon escalates to them being forced to stash 
weapons, money or become drug couriers.

What are the signs?

• Young people travelling alone in school hours or late at night

• Looking lost or in unfamiliar surroundings

• Becoming anxious, or exhibiting frightened or angry behaviour

• Being in possession of more than one phone

• Carrying lots of cash

• Appearing under the influence of drugs or alcohol

• Accompanied by much older individuals

Reporting concerns

If you are worried about a young person and something doesn’t feel right, it may not be. Don’t wait - report it. You 
can call either 101 or (if an urgent situation) 999 to report your concerns. Alternatively, you can visit Crimestoppers 
online to anonymously report a concern, or for more information and advice, or call them on 0800 555 111.

Students can talk to any member of staff, or visit our website for additional support. Alternatively, they can email 
safeguarding@astrea-longsands.org and a member of the Safeguarding Team will help them.

ALL
YEARS SAFEGUARDING: COUNTY LINES

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/forms/give-information-anonymously
mailto:safeguarding%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 
13

Students in Year 13, who are 
going to university in September, 

have been given the following advice:

•  You have until 10th June to make your ‘Firm’ and ‘Insurance’ 
choices. In some cases you will have a later reply date, check in 
UCAS Track.  

•  Make sure you apply to Student Finance for your tuition/
maintenance loan; the deadline is 21st May. You can still apply 
after this date, but your student loan may be delayed! Don’t worry 
if you don’t know which university you will go to, you can change 
this in your Student Finance application later.  

•  From 8.30 am on 10th August, you will be able to log on to UCAS Track to see if your university place has been 
confirmed. You should also receive an email from the university if you have been successful. Sometimes your place 
may be confirmed even if you have missed your grades. Applicants who have been accepted at their FIRM choice 
will see this as UF – ‘Unconditional Firm’.  

•  Applicants who miss their FIRM choice but make their INSURANCE offer will see this as UI - ‘Unconditional 
Insurance’.   

•  If you are holding a deferred offer for 2022, you will need to meet the requirements of this offer in August. If you 
decide to reapply through UCAS for 2022 entry you will need to decline this place.  

•  Adjustment: applicants whose grades exceed the grades required by their FIRM choice have five calendar days 
to look for an alternative course if they wish. If you wish to consider this, do ask the Careers Department for help. 
There is more information on the UCAS website. 

•  Clearing: if you are rejected by your FIRM and INSURANCE choices (or you have declined all offers) then an ‘Add 
Clearing Choice’ button becomes available on UCAS Track. You will be able to search for vacancies on the UCAS 
website, you will then need to ring universities to see if they will offer you a place. See UCAS for further information.  

•  If you need to contact UCAS, try their Helpline: 0371 468 0 468. You can also contact UCAS through Facebook: 
@ucasonline or through Twitter @ucas_online. Have your UCAS Personal ID number ready.  

•  Do have a look at the Unifrog videos on ‘Results Day and Clearing’ for more help.   

Useful Resources for University and Apprenticeship Research: 

• Government apprenticeship website - Search for apprenticeships 

• Not Going to Uni - Alternative website for apprenticeship search 

• Unifrog Apprenticeship Search Tool 

• Form the Future - Support for students seeking apprenticeships 

• Indeed - Job vacancy search 

UCAS 2021 ENTRY

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/types-offer/replying-your-ucas-undergraduate-offers
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/ucas-adjustment-if-youve-done-better-expected
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/results-confirmation-and-clearing/what-clearing
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
https://www.unifrog.org/sign-in?return=/student/apprenticeships/start
https://formthefuture.org.uk/
https://www.notgoingtouni.co.uk/
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Some coronavirus restrictions have been lifted across England this week, as the government moves to Step 3 of its 
roadmap. Parents/Carers may find this information helpful. 

ALL 
YEARS UPDATE: COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
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Here are some photos of what we have been making 
in the canteen this week: roast pork, potato, leek and 
cheese bake, roasted vegetables and pepperoni pizza. 

Don’t forget, in addition to the weekly menu we have a 
hot sandwich on offer each day, this could be a chicken 
burger, a panini, sausage bap, chicken fajita or perhaps 
something else, it varies each day. 

The 60p specials continue to be popular, garlic bread, 
cheese and biscuits and hash browns this week have 
been very popular; students can let the canteen know 
what else they would like on as a special!

ALL 
YEARS NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN

https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 

