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KEY DATES COMING UP:

28 May 
Early closure

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

11 June 
Final day for Year 11 and 
Year 13 students

5 July 
Sixth Form transition day

16 July 
Last day of summer term 
for all students

19-20 July 
Staff training days

10 August 
A level results

12 August 
GCSE results

ALL
YEARS

I continue to be grateful for how well our students and staff are working 
together to help keep our school community safe in order to minimise the risk 
of Covid-19 transmission.  

As you will have seen, the Government have updated their advice as part of the 
easing of lockdown restrictions. As a result and in line with the Government’s 
latest advice, from Monday 17 May it will not be mandatory for students to wear 
a face covering in lessons. If students and staff wish to wear a face covering 
during lessons we will, of course, support this.  

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, the safety of everyone at 
school is our utmost priority. Therefore, students and staff are still expected to 
wear face coverings in corridors and indoor communal areas unless they are 
exempt.  Please continue to provide your child with a face covering for use in 
the academy. Additionally, face coverings will still be required when travelling by 
public and school transport to and from school.  

All other preventative measures remain in place. May I take this opportunity 
to remind you of the importance of regular testing in helping to manage the 
spread of the virus and to ask you to encourage your child to test themselves 
twice weekly.  

We continue to work with the Local Authority to monitor the local situation and 
urge you to read this letter from Jonathan Lewis (Service Director: Education). 
We will continue to update you accordingly if there are any changes to the 
guidance shared today.

I would like to thank you for your ongoing support to the Academy and wish you 
and your families well.

Mr N D Owen 
Principal

FROM THE PRINCIPAL

https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/210514-Next-Stage-of-Roadmap-CCC.pdf
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We have been marking Mental Health Awareness Week in various ways, 
but our flagship event was our first ever live event for parents and 
carers, ‘Wellbeing and Support in a Post-COVID World’.  

We had an overwhelming response to this event and attendance on the 
evening was well over 90 people on the call at any one time. Hosted by 
Mr Stephenson, our Mental Health Lead and Becky Dawson, our guest 
speaker who has over 20 years’ experience of working in schools and 
the mental health field, the feedback at the end was of gratitude and 
heartfelt appreciation for the guidance and support they had received.  

Students have also been taking the theme of nature for Mental Health 
Awareness Week and pledging to spend 60 minutes this week in nature, 
to also celebrate our 60th Anniversary.

 In addition to this, students were also invited to grow a sunflower to continue the positive relationship with nature. 
Over 150 students so far have made the pledge and they will be receiving their House points next week!  Not only 
have they pledged to spend time in nature, they have also been sending us their fantastic pictures. 

It has been a great week and as Longsands works towards the Wellbeing Award for Schools we look forward to 
raising the profile of mental health further and placing mental health and wellbeing at the heart of Longsands 
Academy. 

ALL
YEARS WELLBEING AND MENTAL HEALTH

We would really appreciate it if all who attended could 
take a few seconds to complete this brief feedback form 
so that we can then offer similar events in the future.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCn5ucjCo-ENOrh5Waeq6VvBUQVBBRzRVNlRXS1A2UVpFUEhKTlQ1Vzg3My4u
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Philosophy 4 Children (P4C) is a global initiative 
working with children from early years to university 

age. P4C is an approach to teaching and learning, in which children take part in philosophical enquiry. It enhances 
thinking and communication skills, boosts confidence and self-esteem and improves behaviour and wellbeing.

“P4C aims to help children become more thoughtful, more reflective, considerate and reasonable individuals.” 
Professor Matthew Lipman, Founder of P4C

P4C is running at Longsands again from 3.15 – 4.00 pm on Mondays, staring from Monday 14 June 2021.

Places are limited. Interested student in Years 7-9 should email Priya.Saklani@astrea-Longsands.org to express 
their interest in joining.

YEARS 
7-9 PHILOSOPHY 4 CHILDREN (P4C)

YEAR 
7-11

We are delighted to celebrate the 
Students of the Week, who were 

awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Seacole House as they have been awarded the most House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

HOUSE POINTS: STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Jaiden H Riley C Shay G Harry D Matthew N

Year 8 Leela W Willow B Fleur M Georgia P Jai K

Year 9 Grace L Joe G Jack P Harry S Danny W

Year 10 Katie C Robyn C Isobel B Emma C Alfie F

Year 11 Aaron B Joseph G Andrei D Amy H Sam Y

Students in Years 9-13 should take a look at Doddle, where Mrs Sparrow has 
added several STEM opportunities!

YEARS 
9-13 ROUTES INTO STEM
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Since October three of our Year 8 students, Poppy G, Chloe L and Kelsey M have 
been working towards a national competition with Mrs Lassey and a mentor 
from Amazon. They attended a club after school every Monday (including 
virtually during lockdown) and took part in a virtual Boot Camp in the Autumn 
term.

The team had to work through set phases to design an app and followed the 
design and build cycle whilst completing their project.

The team’s inspirational idea was to assist students with Dyslexia and Reading 
difficulties. Dyslexia is a specific learning disorder, that causes problems with 
certain abilities used in our everyday learning, such as reading, spelling, and 
writing.

The team carried out the following tasks:

• Conducted research using a range of sources such as internet and questionnaire.  

• Produced prototypes using storyboard and screen designs to show how the app will work.

• Used feedback gathered from users to improve the app prototype.

Although the team have not secured a place in the finals, we are incredibly impressed with their ideas and hard 
work and are proud of all they have learnt and achieved.  

YEAR 
8 DYSLEXI-FUN AMAZON AWS APP DESIGN COMPETITION

Every tutor group in Years 
7-11 now take part in a weekly 

debate on a topical issue in the news. As we are currently recognising 
mental health awareness week, this week’s vote is ‘do we take the benefits 
of nature for granted?’.

Our students are presented with different views and are encouraged to reflect on the main issues.  At the end of 
the session, everyone gets to cast an anonymous vote.  We can then share how different groups of people voted 
(by gender, year group and tutor group).  We can also compare how Longsands voted against the national picture.  
We will link this valuable insight into our assemblies to expand even further on important topical issues to promote 
a better understanding of the world around us.

ALL
YEARS VOTES FOR SCHOOLS
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YEARS 
7-11

We were very impressed by the standard of entries for the British 
Science Week competition. 

The submissions were excellent which made choosing a winner a 
very difficult decision. Everyone who entered should be incredibly proud of themselves.

Huge congratulations therefore to Matei P who gained 1st place in KS4 and to Chloe L who gained 1st place in KS3 
and joint 2nd place winners for KS3, Katelyn A and Adam G.

Winners have all ben sent an email with instructions of how to collect their prize. Prizes included phone microscopes 
and Shakey Jakes vouchers and we hope our worthy winners enjoy them.

BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK: WINNERS!

YEAR 
10

Students in Year 10 begin their mock exams on Monday. Parents/
Carers of students in Year 10 have already received a booklet to help 

support students through this process and to help with exam preparation. We wish students well with this mock 
exams experience.

YEAR 10 MOCK EXAMS
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With this year’s Mental Health Awareness Week themed around ‘nature’, the National Online Safety guide provides 
helpful tips – both online and off – for students and parents/carers.

ALL 
YEARS SUPPORT MENTAL WELLBEING THROUGH NATURE
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Did you know that if you receive free school meals you 
have £2.35 each day to spend in the canteen? 

It’s automatically on your account and all you have to 
do is choose your meal, drink, snack or anything else 
on offer, give your name at the till and that’s it! 

Nothing costs more than £2.35, which coincidentally is 
the price or a meal deal. 

You don’t have to have a full lunch, you could pick up a 
snack such as a waffle, sausage roll or hummus pot to 
supplement your packed lunch from home. 

There is something for everybody, so why not see what 
offers there are today!

Currently the meal deals are:

• Main meal and a dessert or small water

• Hot chicken wrap and small water

• Panini and a fruit pot

• Baguette and a traybake

• Hot pasta and a large water

ALL 
YEARS NEWS FROM THE KITCHEN

https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 

