
 

April 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

Year 7-9 Accelerated Reader Scheme 
 

We are excited to inform you about a new opportunity for all students in Years 7-9 to enhance their wider reading 
and improve their reading age. Research shows that improving reading age is one of the most effective ways to 
increase overall academic performance, not just in English. The Accelerated Reader scheme was introduced to 
Year 7 in January, and Years 8 & 9 will have their reading ability assessed this week ahead of the scheme being 
rolled out to them this half-term. 
 

Accelerated Reader is an online platform which helps students to choose books which are appropriate to their 
reading level, but also provide the stretch and challenge they need to increase their reading age. It also provides 
English teachers and parents with a wealth of information, such as which books a student has read, how well they 
have comprehended them and their reading progress. This will allow your child’s English teacher and the Learning 
Resource Centre team to better monitor and support individual students’ reading progress.  
 

Students will periodically take a reading test online, which will determine their precise reading level. All the books 
in the library are colour-coded to reflect the levels, and students will be advised which colour and level they should 
aim to select their books from. However, the important thing to note is that students will still have lots of free 
choice when it comes to their reading for pleasure. Once students have completed a book, they take a 10-question 
quiz either in school or at home which will measure how much they understood and give them a percentage score. 
There are thousands of books which have Accelerated Reader quizzes and your child can use Accelerated Reader 
with their own books (hard copy or e-reader), books from a public library, or books from school.  
 

Their own personal log in will track how many words they have read, their reading log and their quiz scores. 
Teachers will also be able to view this information; the primary purpose of Accelerated Reader is to incentivise 
students to read frequently outside of school and to enjoy reading. Therefore, we will be running lots 
competitions. We will also be using ‘challenge cards’ with reading goals for students to complete if they need some 
extra inspiration, challenge or motivation. It is important to us that students feel they can choose the books they 
would like to read, and during the current restrictions we are experiencing, we encourage students to use of the 
ebooks available from the AR App at home. When possible, the Learning Resource Centre will be operating a Covid-
secure ‘click and collect’ service and we would happily welcome book requests if there is a particular book we do 
not currently have in our stock.  
 

In your child’s English lessons they will be given full training on how to use Accelerated Reader and the support 
they need to get started. We will be encouraging them to read independently for 15 minutes a day and discussing 
building good reading habits with them. We are very excited about the opportunity Accelerated Reader will give 
students to take ownership over their own reading for enjoyment and the tailored individual support it will allow 
their teachers to provide.  We want all students to expand their cultural experience through developing a lifelong 
love of reading and we hope Accelerated Reader will support our students in this. 
 

Kind regards 

 
  
Ms I Fox      Mr J Powell  
Head of English     Assistant Principal: Personal Development 


