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KEY DATES COMING UP:

8 March  
Staggered return to school 
- please CLICK HERE to 
read the full letter

10 March  
Year 8 parental 
consultations 

11 March  
Year 12 future pathways 
event

25 March  
Year 7 parental 
consultations 

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

3 May 
May Day

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

20 July 
Last day of summer term
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Please can I take this opportunity to thank all members of our school community 
for the support given to our wider reopening plans. 

Can I please ask that, where there is no medical reason for a covering not to be 
worn, or for a test not to be completed, parents and carers support the testing 
and face covering requirements. No harm will come to any child or member 
of staff from wearing a face covering or taking a COVID test, but doing so will 
certainly give our community more confidence. I want everyone to feel that it is 
safe to resume on site provision for everyone and welcome all of our students 
back into face-to-face teaching.

I would like to thank you once again for the incredible support you have provided 
in supporting our remote learning provision. I realise that the transition back 
to face-to-face teaching, especially with the wider restrictions in society still in 
place, might be a challenging situation for some of our students. However, I am 
confident that through this experience our students have developed vital skills 
such as resilience, awareness and self-reliance which will serve them well both in 
terms of completing their education and in life more generally. 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming all of our students back to the 
Academy next week and remain full of optomism of what they can achieve.

Mr N D Owen  
Principal

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES Each week in the Students’ 
Weekly Bulletin, along with a wealth of information and some competitions, there 
are a range of enrichment opportunities for students.  

In this week’s bulletin there are several enrichment opportunities along with 
competitions relating to photography, song writing, movie reviews and visual 
arts - why not take a look through them with your son/daughter to see what 
sparks their interest? 

ALL
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YEAR 8 PARENT 
CONSULTATIONS 
Year 8 Parents’ consultations are taking place 
on the 10 March 2021. 

Look out for further communications with details 
of how and when to book, and how the Year 8 
consultations will be taking place.

YEAR 
8

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Wider-Reopening-of-Schools-3-March-2021.pdf
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ATTENDANCE School attendance will be mandatory 
for all pupils from 8 March 2021 following the government’s 
announcement on 22 February 2021. 

From this date the attendance registers will re-open for all children 
as normal, and appropriate coding will resume with few exceptions. 
This includes the process surrounding term-time leave and non-
school attendance.

The rules on school attendance apply, including: 

• Parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school (where the child is a registered pupil at school, 
and they are of compulsory school age) 

• The ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with Local Authority’s codes of conduct

Please refer to the Principal’s communication regarding the staggered return dates for students to allow for 
asymptomatic testing on site. If you have any questions or concerns regarding Attendance, please contact our 
Attendance Manager kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 

School Tie.

For girls & boys, 
school V-neck 

Jumper (optional).

White School shirt 
(top button fastened, 

shirt tucked in).

Plain black belt (not 
thick or fashion item).

White School blouse 
(top button fastened, 

blouse tucked in).

A black school blazer 
with school badge.

School Tie.

Boys Girls

Shoes must be completely plain black
with a smart appearance, have a 

sturdy, solid sole and not reach above 
the ankles.  Converse, Vans, Kickers, 
sports brands such as Nike and other 
similar foot ware labelled as ‘shoes’ 
are not acceptable.  Shoes must be 
polishable, low-heeled and suitable 

for office wear. 

Mid-grey trousers or 
school tartan knee 

length skirt.  No 
skinny trousers, jeans 

or leggings.

If you are unsure, please check 
with us, prior to purchasing new 

shoes.  Any shoes that do not 
meet our criteria will need to be 

changed.  

Jewellery (for boys & girls):  
One pair of studs worn in the 

lower earlobe only, a 
wristwatch and one small ring 

may be worn.     

Plain black socks.

Plain black socks 
(ankle or below knee 
length), or plain black 

tights.  

Hair: Natural colours only and no 
extreme styles.  Nails:  no 

coloured nail varnish or acrylic 
nails.  

Hoodies, jeans or 
leggings should not
be worn at any time.

UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT Please ensure that your child returns to school in full uniform, 
including smart, polishable, black shoes. They should also ensure that they have the correct PE kit for their lessons, 
for the majority of students this will be their usual PE kit with trainers. The only additions are that Year 7 and Year 9 
boys will need football boots and shin pads. Year 7 girls and Year 8 boys will just need shin pads in addition to their 
usual trainers.  In the coming weeks, we will have a renewed focus on uniform standards so please ensure your 
child is properly and fully equipped. Students should ensure they have all the necessary equipment needed for all 
their lessons.

YEARS 
7-11

mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Gender Equality: #IWD2021 #ChooseToChallenge

The theme for International Women’s Day 2021 (8th March) is choose to 
challenge. The theme for this week’s student bulletin is gender equality and 
will be sharing information with students on the history of gender equality 
activism.

To mark International Women’s Day, the Royal Air Force (RAF) in partnership 
with Amazing Apprenticeships, will be running an exclusive free webinar for 
students in Years 10-13, to explore the incredible apprenticeship and career 
opportunities available for them.

For more information and to register -  Meeting Registration - Zoom

ALL 
YEARS

UNIFORM AND EQUIPMENT As an Academy, we are looking forward to welcoming back our 
students and we are keen to do all we can to support them on their return.

Students have been sent a link to a video presentation (https://youtu.be/xOk5oyxuwQ8) aimed at helping them 
to re-orientate themselves back into the life of their Academy. We know that uniform might be a problem as many 
students have grown quite a bit over the past three months! We do expect all students to be dressed according to 
our uniform rules, but we will of course work with you to help them achieve this as quickly as possible.

The presentation also reminds students of the importance of regular hand sanitising and of wearing their face 
masks when inside the school building. 

Student Services are keen to assist with any queries you may have and wish to do all they can to make the re-start 
of school as smooth as possible.  

Please feel free to talk to us if you need any help or if you are struggling to  meet the general expectations on 
equipment or school uniform.

YEARS 
7-11

WOULD YOUR CHILD LIKE TO PLAY A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT? We 
offer a range of 1-2-1 tuition on a range of musical instruments. Visiting peripatetic teachers deliver weekly lessons 
in the music department. Instruments include, voice, piano, keyboard, guitar, bass guitar, violin, cello, trumpet, 
trombone, flute, clarinet, saxophone, and drum kit. 

Book your lessons now to start in the summer term! For costs, help sourcing instruments and general enquiries, 
please contact Mr Parkes via bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org

ALL
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website. 

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff. 
We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.
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https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Theme
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYvdOqorDwoE9KTvoIZVcNgk7SFYsokr6o1
https://youtu.be/xOk5oyxuwQ8
mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=Instrumental%20Lessons
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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HOUSE POINTS: STUDENT OF THE WEEK We are delighted to celebrate the Students 
of the Week, who were awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Austen House as they have been awarded the point House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

Austin Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Luke C Riley A Theo L Tiarna T Oscar H

Year 8 Tania H Jack E-H Poppy G Elliot A Andrew F, 
Marie Q

Year 9 Kyle C Mia Gr Giamaria Y Annie B Libby O

Year 
10

Kai A Emily K Joshua G Keileigh S Leah C,
Layla C

Year 
11

Toby M, 
Dom C

Edward L, 
Jake J

Jude O'K, 
Jade L

Sophie T Jessica M

ALL 
YEARS

To reward our hard working key worker students and the dedicated 
staff who have supported the students throughout this time, we 
arranged for a visit from the ice cream man as a lunch time treat!
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GCSEPOD We continue to be extremely impressed with the level of engagement our Year 10 and Year 11 
students are having with GCSEPod. Thank you to parents/carers for continuing to encourage your child/ren to use 
this platform which is so helpful for students as they continue with their GCSE courses. This document is useful to 
help your child/ren make the best use of this valuable resource. 

YEARS
10

& 11
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COMPUTING One of our Year 13 students who has an 
Arkwright Scholarship, Yasmine M was invited to take part in a 24-hour 
hackathon last week. We are delighted to share Yasmine’s personal 
story with you, we hope it inspires you as much as it inspired us!

‘On the 25-26 February 2021, I was chosen to participate in the “virtual” 
Global Deutche Bank hackathon, after an application process for Arkwright 
scholars. I was allocated into a team of 5 Deutche bank employees and 
one other Arkwright Scholar. On the day we were tasked to build a banking 
system themed around “Accessibility” using AI and Machine learning onto Google cloud platform, then 
present idea in a five-minute presentation on the second day.

As part of the team, I was in charge of creating the front-end design of how our product would look as 
well as the wireframe and our team brand name. We used applications such as Juxt.js react and Flask, 
none of which I have used before.

There were 1100 teams worldwide and 40 of these were in the UK. On the second day all teams in UK 
presented their product to a panel of judges whereby a local winner was found who then progressed 
to the global finals. My team came 2nd out of 40 which meant we were lucky to move into the global 
finals.

During the global finals, a member of my team and I pitched our ideas again to industry experts as well as American 
internet pioneer Vint Cerf and Google cloud developer advocate Sara Robinson.

Our team were over the moon to hear that UK won the global finals overall and that our team product was “Highly 
commended” and one of the chosen designs to be used in the future.

I had an incredible experience and glad I had some experiences coding this and incorporating ML and AI pipelines. This was 
also the best opportunity to implement my learning in BTEC Computing where I put mostly everything I learnt in lesson into 
practice. Computing has really helped me get an insight into how Engineering and technology operates, and the process 
involved in careers, which has as a result put me in a good place to share my experiences with my team.

As well as evening activities to keep us going through the whole night such as a DJ, quizzes and a Hackathon got talent, it 
has been an unforgettable experience. I would urge anyone to take opportunities whether you think you can do it or not, 
you might learn something new. 

I had an AMAZING time and will be keeping in contact with Deutche bank members (they praised me and the other 
Arkwright scholar for our work and for pulling through the 24 hours!)’

Yasmine M (Year 13)

YEAR 
12

YEAR 12 FUTURE PATHWAYS The Sixth Form would like to thank Gemma B. for her support with 
the upcoming Year 12 Future Pathways event from 6pm on the 11 March. The Sixth Form are hosting a web event 
with information about the different pathways students can take after their studies and Gemma has contributed to 
the student experiences videos about her time at university since September.

We invite the parents of Year 12 students to visit the Future Pathways web pages which will be available through the 
school website after 6pm on Thursday the 11th March. The event will include information covering apprenticeships, 
degrees, student finance, student experiences and the schedule of support the Sixth Form will be following over 
the next 15 months. 
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Help us keep coronavirus out of school 
Take part in twice weekly rapid Covid-19 home testing  
 
Households with school-age children can now test themselves twice a week from home using rapid Covid-19 home testing 
kits.  
  
With up to one in three individuals with coronavirus showing no symptoms, it means some can potentially spread  
Covid-19 without knowing it. Regular testing of people who are unable to stay at home and don’t have symptoms means 
that people with Covid-19 can be detected early and can self-isolate. 
 
As children and young people return to the classroom, we need to be sure that potential Covid-19 cases are found as 
quickly as possible and that measures are put in place to prevent them from spreading throughout the school community. 
Although cases are declining generally, we all need to continue to play our part to keep the virus under control and ensure 
children and young people can remain in education. 
  
Rapid Covid-19 home testing kits will be available for asymptomatic: 
 

• adults living in households with primary and secondary-age pupils, including their childcare and support bubbles; 
• school staff and adults working in the wider school community, including bus drivers and after school club leaders, 

as well as members of their households. 
 
Testing is for adults only. Secondary school and college pupils will also undertake regular testing which will be provided via 
their school or college. Primary school pupils are not being offered rapid testing at this time but parents and carers should 
access a PCR Covid-19 lab test for them via the national booking system if they develop symptoms. 
 
To find out where you can collect home test kits, visit: 
https://find-covid-19-rapid-test-sites.maps.test-and-trace.nhs.uk/ 
 
If you are unable to collect, you can order online to be delivered to your home: 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests or by calling 119.  
  
You do not need to book an appointment or provide ID to collect your home testing kits. Each test kit contains seven 
lateral flow tests and instructions. You can get up to 28 tests at a time depending on the size of your household. The test 
usually involves taking a sample from your throat and from your nose, using a swab. You can get a result in 30 minutes.  
 
Rapid tests don’t identify all cases of Covid-19, so if your home rapid Covid-19 test is negative, it its vital you continue to 
follow government guidelines of social distancing, wearing face coverings and sanitising hands. If the test is positive, you 
should inform your child’s school or college and self-isolate immediately with the rest of your household. You will be 
required to take a lab PCR Covid-19 test to confirm the result – you can book this at: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-
test or call 119.  If you have coronavirus symptoms get a lab PCR Covid-19 test. 

 
 

Rapid Covid-19 Home Testing Kits  

 

for households with children 

HELP US KEEP COVID OUT OF SCHOOL Please find below information for parents/
carers about the rapid testing facilities and devices available for parents/carers. Please view via this link in order to 
access the links within the poster.

ALL 
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https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 
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Stay at home and self-isolate. 
Please see detailed guidance online.

Mike’s household: In this example, Mike lives with Georgio, Maria and Seyi. Mike is the first case of COVID-19 in this 
household. He and everyone in the household begin self-isolating from the day Mike’s symptoms start (or if he had no 
symptoms, from the date of his positive test).

Self-isolate for 10 full days.
You need to self-isolate from the day the first 
person in your household started symptoms 
and for the next 10 full days. If they did not 
have symptoms, self-isolate from the day of 
their test and for the next 10 full days.

To self-isolate means:
Do not go to work, school, or public areas 
and do not use public transport or taxis. 
Only leave your home to get to your test if 
you need to, observe strict social distancing 
advice and return immediately afterwards.


