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KEY DATES COMING UP:

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

12 April 
Start of summer term

3 May 
May Day

13 May  
Year 12 parental 
consultations

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

20 July 
Last day of summer term

ALL
YEARS

YEARS
11 

& 13

SUMMER GRADING UPDATE  As previously communicated, the government recently confirmed 
that in summer 2021, students taking GCSEs regulated by Ofqual, should be awarded grades based on a process 
involving teacher assessment against national standards, internal quality assurance, and external quality assurance 
by the exam boards. Please be aware that, at the time of writing, schools are still awaiting further guidance to be 
published by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) and also the awarding organisations, and so the final picture 
cannot be confirmed until after the Easter Break.

Here is a timeline of what to expect in lessons after Easter: 

12-16 April: During this week, some students will be completing various additional and non-exam assessments in 
Science, PE, Technology, Art and Music. Students have been notified, through letters home, as to when these are 
due to take place. At all other times, lessons will continue as normal.

19 April onwards: During these weeks, lessons will continue as normal. Many lessons will continue to target specific 
aspects of revision. In other lessons, under the supervision of your teachers, students can expect to complete a 
range of mini-assessments in each subject. It is these which will be used, alongside other evidence including work 
students have already completed, to make the final decision about the awarded grade. Grades will not be awarded 
on the basis of one piece of evidence. 

We continue to advise that Year 11 and 13 students continue preparing for their qualifications as advised by their 
subject teachers. This will be vital if they are to receive grades which reflect fully their ability and their investment in 
learning. This may include making use of revision resources, such as practice papers, GCSEPod, Hegarty Maths and 
to work on particular topics. Student should aim, as much as possible, to cover the key topics they know are areas 
of development, so that when those topics arise after Easter, they will be better prepared.

We recognise that this will be an anxious time for many of our students and so we encourage them to share their 
concerns and staff in school will offer their full support and guidance. Remember that there is a range of useful 
wellbeing links on the website which can be accessed by following link https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-
too/feeling-worried-or-anxious/

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
As the Spring Term draws to an end today, I continue to be impressed by our 
students’ maturity and responsibility while settling back into school routines. 
This has manifested itself in many ways; including working hard in lessons, being 
kind to others in lessons and around the site including supporting with our risk 
management measures, and achieving more in terms of class, homework and 
participation in extra-curricular activities.

Please continue to reinforce the importance of staying safe and following lock 
down restrictions during the holidays. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support, and I wish you and your family 
a very happy Easter break. 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/feeling-worried-or-anxious/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/feeling-worried-or-anxious/


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Friday, 26 March 2021                                           (next week is Week A)

ALL 
YEARS

DFE ADVICE ON DISCRETIONARY PAYMENT FOR ISOLATION  The 
Department of Education have advised that parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by 
their education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or 
discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria. 

The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is administered by district and unitary local 
authorities in England, ensures that parents and carers receive the financial support they need if they are unable 
to attend work due to childcare responsibilities. The Local Authority arrangements for support to families can be 
found here:  Coronavirus (Covid-19) support to self-isolate - Cambridgeshire County Council 

YEAR
10

MATHS RETREAT  Recently, we were lucky enough to be invited to participate in some extra-
curricular maths lectures, led by mathematicians James Grimes and Katie Steckles, who coincidentally 
we also watched win ‘Only Connect’ on Tv the evening of the first lecture. This virtual maths retreat 
took place over the half term and we joined the lectures every afternoon.

Logging on for the first time was a bit nerve wracking but everyone was really friendly and 
the tasks set were challenging but fun. We had a chance to chat to the other students and 
work together on some of the challenges – we recognised a couple of people from school 
too which was nice.

We began the week’s lectures with some interactive games before moving on to explore 
topics such as graph theory, geometry and topology. One of our favourite parts was looking 
into properties and details of mobius strips, a torus and even Klein Bottles. We went on to take the simple game 
noughts and crosses and talk about how the game would be different if it were played on shapes such as these, 
instead of the regular 2d square.

During each session we were given a short break, and often divided up into smaller groups to chat about what 
we were doing. Katie and James were very engaging and they kept checking in with us all to make sure we were 
following ok, and to talk to us about our ideas. It didn’t feel like work at all and was a great opportunity to explore 
topics we don’t cover in the curriculum.    

Here is a talk from James Grimes on Alan Turing and a demonstration of an original WWII Enigma Machine: https://
youtu.be/mcX7iO_XCFA

Izzy and Amelia (10CLA and 10RSC)

ALL
YEARS

HOME TESTING Thank you once again for the overwhelming support with lateral flow testing. We have 
now issued all eligible students (those who have had three tests in school) with their test kit boxes for the holiday 
and parents / carers should have received a letter with information about when tests should take place. As a 
reminder, testing should be carried out each Monday and Thursday morning, prior to eating and drinking (or with a 
gap of at least 30 minutes since consuming food or drink). 

Results should be recorded using the NHS Test and Trace facility and also to the Academy by using the following 
link ASTREA COVID HOME TEST RECORDING. Further information about home testing can be found here Longsands 
Student Home Testing Information. If your child has a positive lateral flow test, please ensure they self-isolate and 
book a PCR test. Please also inform the Academy via the enquiries@astrea-longsands.org email address.

Wishing you a relaxing and safe Easter break.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme-claiming-financial-support/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-trace-support-payment-scheme?utm_source=22%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/coronavirus/coronavirus-covid-19-support-to-self-isolate
https://youtu.be/mcX7iO_XCFA
https://youtu.be/mcX7iO_XCFA
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCsKwPrtrut1Fiww_6P7vQb5UMElYOFhGNURGVEhOQ09MVkFQU1k0SkEwSy4u&wdLOR=c2A3BA156-7929-4198-8224-CD753FA02C04
https://myeds.co/f/VtjDgGQRBqRs
https://myeds.co/f/VtjDgGQRBqRs
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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SPRING PHOTOGRAPHY HOUSE COMPETITION We have been overwhelmed with 
the quantity and quality of entries to the Spring Photography House Competition and tough decisions had to be 
made, but the House Captains would like to congratulate all those who took part with such beautifully shot entries.  
The winners have been announced in this week’s House Assemblies and each have received 3 House Points and an 
Easter Egg and all students who participated will receive a House Point and you can see the winning House entries 
below!

Neda M - AUSTEN

Shayla M - DARWIN

Jacob S - HAWKING Alexa H - SEACOLE

Isaac J - TURING
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GCSEPOD GCSEPod is available to all students in Years 9, 10 and 11. We would strongly recommend 
students, especially students in exam years, making good and regular use of this online platform to help revisiting 
subject content and helping with exam preparation. 

YEARS 
9-11

YOUNG CARERS Longsands Academy is committed to providing help 
and support for its young carers. In the summer term Mr Mykoo will be running a 
weekly Young Carers Club after school on Wednesdays. 

Young carers are children and young people under 18 years old who provide 
unpaid care to a family member who is physically or mentally ill, disabled or misuses 
substances.

At Longsands we are aware that some of our students may be caring for a family 
member at home and may require support to attend and enjoy school in the same 
way as other students to achieve their potential.

Young carers are encouraged to seek help and support by attending a school 
based young carers group and by using our effective referral system to access 
expert advice from the school nurse, the local Young Carers Services, Carers Trust 
Cambridgeshire and Centre 33.

For further support or information please contact Mr Mykoo via anthony.mykoo@astrea-longsands.org or Centre33.

ALL
YEARS

Education on Demand

REVISE RELAX REPEAT

HOLIDAY REVISION
MOTIVATION

https://centre33.org.uk/help/caring/
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DIGITAL DIVIDE UPDATE Things are 
moving fast! Mrs Chilton has received 
delivery of the tools and equipment the 
students need from the Cambs Youth 
Panel and will be distributing them to 
our Year 10 and 12 students who are 
volunteering in this project with donated 
devices so that they can make a start over 

the Easter break. 

Here are just a handful of our 24 volunteers who have taken up the challenge to refurbish devices for disadvantaged 
students across the county.  We are very proud of them all.

Don’t forget - if you feel the project could help you or your family please register on the Cambs Youth Panel 
website https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students 

ALL 
YEARS

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: PROTECTED CHARACTERISTICS Information 
regarding the nine protected characteristics have been shared with students in the Weekly Student Bulletin.

 It is important that we all know what the protected characteristics are, and that we can recognise when discrimination 
has taken place.

What are the nine protected characteristics?

• age

• disability

• gender reassignment

• marriage and civil partnership

• pregnancy and maternity

• race

• religion or belief

• sex

• sexual orientation

Why are they important?

It is against the law to discriminate against someone because of their protected characteristic. Everyone in the UK 
is protected under the Equality Act 2010 from this type of discrimination. 

Students have been set the following activity: Please watch this short video which explains each protected 
characteristic: https://youtu.be/VXLtKlmtrvM

Further information: If you want to find out more about equality and discrimination visit: Protected characteristics 
| Equality and Human Rights Commission (equalityhumanrights.com)

https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#age
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#disability
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#reassignment
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#marriage
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#pregmat
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#race
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#rob
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#sex
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics#lgb
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/equality-act-2010
https://youtu.be/VXLtKlmtrvM
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/equality-act/protected-characteristics
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HOUSE POINTS: STUDENT OF THE WEEK We are delighted to celebrate the Students 
of the Week, who were awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Darwin House as they have been awarded the most House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing
Year 7 Patrick B Tilly W-C Ashleigh H, 

Charlotte E
Alexa H Logan N

Year 8 Lucy B Ben K Harriet G Abrielle G William B,
Jake D,
Andrew F

Year 9 Neda M, 
William A

Shayla M Bradley J, 
Jack P

Matheo J Charlotte S, 
Ruby A

Year 10 Caitlyn D, 
Adam M, 
Maddison G

Jamie B Sunny S Jade E Madison L

Year 11 Simon M-D Mikey B, 
Shekia D-R

Annie B Gabriel C Darcie R, 
Lucy A

ALL 
YEARS

FORMER STUDENTS... As part of our 60th Anniversary celebrations we would 
like to engage the school community in an oral history project, gathering a set of interviews 
from former students and staff throughout the last 60 years of the school. 

Whilst this is not compulsory, we would love as many students as possible to interview their 
parents, carers, siblings, and grandparents who used to attend the school in the last 60 years.

After the interview, we have asked students to either:

• Type up the answers and email them to johnathan.wayman@astrea-longsand.org

• Record the answers on a phone and email the recording to johnathan.wayman@astrea-longsand.org

• Handwrite the answers and hand them in to Mr Wayman or to Admin / Reception and ask for them to be handed 
to Mr Wayman.

• Any photos or Longsands items from the past would be greatly appreciated if you would be willing to donate them.

Johnathan.wayman@astrea-longsand.org
Johnathan.wayman@astrea-longsand.org
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CYBERFIRST The results are in!  Our wonderful Year 8 Cyber 
First Girls team worked tirelessly in an intense semi-final on Friday 19th 
March.  To have secured a place in the semi-final means that they were 
in the top 8% of 6,500 girls from across Northern Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales and five English regions who took part in the first round of the 
competition virtually during lockdown in January this year.

During the semi-final Longsands 0100 Girls team, were within the top 
five out of 20 teams throughout for the central region and were in 2nd 
place for a time, and at 3rd for several hours.  They finished the event 
in 4th place and were very close to being selected as a wild card team 
for the grand final as one of the highest scoring teams from a mixed 
state school.

We are incredibly proud of their achievement. The team discovered hidden talents and surpassed their own 
expectations.  As participants they will be given the opportunity to attend some free Cyber First Girls development 
days later this year and we look forward to continuing to support the girls in future opportunities and will ask them 
to act as mentors for future entrants in the competition.

YEAR 
8

YEAR 7 & 8 MUSIC CLUBS The Music department are launching some exciting clubs for students 
in Years 7 and 8 - see details below which have also been shared in the Student Bulletin.

YEAR 
7 & 8

Year 7 Beginner Guitar Club Form

Year 8 Rock Band Project Form

Year 7 Vocal Group Form

Year 8 Vocal Group Form

YEAR 7 PARENTAL CONSULTATION SURVEY Thank you to everyone who took part 
in the Year 7 parental consultations this week, we would greatly appreciate your feedback via this short survey.

YEAR 
7 

https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=gGfPFvBL70-q-gtugufqCqckWY5i8FtIgGv3n5fKnlZUMzg2RTFVSk44Rjg4RTBQTUo2TjNMUEtDVC4u
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CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD SUCCESS Congratulations to the 
students who recently participated in the two hour Chemistry Olympiad this 
year. Mr Ivett and the Science Department were exptremely impressed by the 
students who all performed admirably. Special congratulations to the following 
who achieved Gold, Silver or Bronze Awards.

Chemistry Olympiad Gold Award:

Rob F (Year 13), Ethan B (Year 13)

Chemistry Olympiad Silver Award:

Emilia H (Year 13), Lucy D (Year 13)

Chemistry Olympiad Bronze Award:

Samaria Lynn (Year 12)

YEAR 
12 

& 13
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7 - 11

ACADEMY UNIFORM We have been delighted to welcome our students back to school, the vast 
majority of them have made a very positive start and are exceptionally well presented. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank you for your continued support of our uniform policy. We believe that teaching our students 
to be smart and well-presented encourages them to take pride in their learning and in wider Academy life. Your 
continued support of us, reinforces this important lesson. 

A minority of students are not wearing the correct uniform and we would like to take this opportunity to further 
clarify what our uniform policy says on the following items:

• Shoes - must be completely plain black with a smart appearance suitable for office wear (including laces, uppers 
and soles), have a sturdy, solid sole and not reach above the ankles. Converse and other similar footwear labelled 
as ‘shoes’ are not acceptable.

• Trousers – must be mid-grey (not light grey nor charcoal grey) in an approved style (loose fitting, tailored not 
‘skinny’) as available from SWI, and most high street and online retailers.

• Socks – must be plain black and without any logo or plain black tights. 

We appreciate that families are very busy during term time but request that all students are in full school uniform 
for the first day back after the Easter break. If you have any questions or concerns about purchasing uniform, please 
contact the relevant Student Support Officer:

Year 7 – Mrs L Gavigan lisa.gavigan@astrea-longsands.org

Year 8 – Mrs S Alder susanne.alder@astrea-longsands.org

Year 9 – Miss K Beveridge kate.beveridge@astrea-longsands.org

Year 10 – Mrs J Cavilla joanne.cavilla@astrea-longsands.org

Year 11 – Mr T Breakspear anthony.breakspear@astrea-longsands.org

The Student Support Team wish you all a restful Easter break and we look forward to welcoming students back om 
Monday 12 April.

YEAR 7 EASTER EGG COMPETITION Congratulations to Emma L who won the Year 7 Easter 
Egg competition.

YEAR 
7 

mailto:lisa.gavigan%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:susanne.alder%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:kate.beveridge%40astrea-longsands.org%0D?subject=
mailto:joanne.cavilla%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:anthony.breakspear%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 11 SUBJECT CLINIC AND SUPPORT SESSIONS 

YEAR 
12 

& 13

WELL DONE BRIONY! Massive congratulations to Year 12 Physics student 
Briony H who was successful in applying to Durham University’s Levelling Up; Aspire Higher 
programme which will provide academic and pastoral support to applicants aiming to pursue 
the study of STEM subjects at University. It is a joint partnership programme with the London 
Mathematical Society and the Institute of Physics. Briony is one of only 42 students in the 
country to be successful in her application. She is rightly proud of this achievement and we are 
very proud of her. 

We are also proud of the other students in the science department that applied but were not 
successful, they are all excellent students and young people, the process will stand them all in 
good stead in the future. Well done to all, and thank you to the sixth form team who helped 
the science teachers support students with their applications. 

Briony said: ‘In January of this year, the science department made A level students aware of an opportunity to apply for 
the Levelling Up: Aspire Higher Physics programme, run by Durham University, in association with the Institute of Physics. 
The two year programme offers the opportunity to take part in a variety of physics tutorials, mentoring, guest lectures and 
activities designed to prepare us for university study. As a result of this programme, participants shall receive an offer to 
read physics at Durham. Last week, I heard that my application was successful. I am greatly looking forward to studying 
physics in a university context. The programme will not only support me in my UCAS applications in year 13 but will 
also provide valuable experience for my future career in STEM. I would not have had the confidence to apply for such an 
opportunity without the support and encouragement of the science department.’
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SIXTH FORM DEBATES Students debated ‘Does make up objectify women’ last 
Friday and a tight vote was won by those who said that it did not. Many students expressed 
concern over the pressure the women face to worry about their appearance, whilst others 
believed that make up can give women confidence and allow them to freely express themselves. 
This weeks debate is to consider whether ‘Classical music is the highest form of music’ and we look 
forward to further lively debate.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website. 

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff. 
We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

ALL
YEARS

ALL 
YEARS

SPORTING CLUBS Please see below for the extra-curricular activities timetable for the summer term. 
There will be no fixtures until further notice. All clubs are open to boys and girls. Students should take note as to 
where their year group is changing for each club. If your son/daughter has any queries they should contact the 
noted member of staff or their PE teacher.

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW CATERERS We have been asked to pass this message 
on to you from our new caterers, Taylor Shaw who would be most grateful if you could take a moment to 
complete a short survery for them:

At Taylor Shaw we value your opinion as a parent/carer greatly on the catering provisions provided at the school.

We are currently engaging with students and parents/carers as part of our “You said We Did” campaign and as such 
we would very much appreciate your input.

Please could you take 1 minute of your time to answer this very short survey below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NDCVNW3

Please just click on the link and the survey will open. (If it does not you can copy and paste into your browser or 
alternatively right click and go to open link.)

Thank you so much for taking the time to take this survey.

We will present back to you in the near future our findings and any actions taken thereafter to further improve 
catering services at the School.

CATERING MENU Please see below the menu that will be available for students from the 12 April 2021ALL 
YEARS

ALL 
YEARS

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NDCVNW3
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 

