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KEY DATES COMING UP:

25 March  
Year 7 parental 
consultations 

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

3 May 
May Day

13 May  
Year 12 parental 
consultations

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

20 July 
Last day of summer term

ALL
YEARS

COVID TESTING We are really pleased that the majority of our 
students have now completed their three lateral flow tests in school and have 
been issued with their first home test kits. This represents almost 5,000 tests 
being taken over the last 2 weeks! We have two catch up sessions next week for 
students who have missed tests to ensure they are able to complete the three 
tests to have access to testing at home.

Current guidance recommends that testing continues twice a week over the 
Easter holiday, therefore we will be issuing students with further tests to ensure 
that they are able to continue with their testing. More information will be sent 
out to you next week relating to testing over the holiday but in the meantime, 
please can I bring to your attention the following video - the link to which is in the 
letter sent home with the home tests - which provides useful information about 
home testing.

Step by step guide to COVID-19 self-testing - YouTube 

We would like to take this opportunity to publicly thank all Longsands staff who 
have supported the mass testing process, it really has been a huge team effort 
and also to our trained testing team who have supported students with their 
testing throughout the last two weeks. If you have any questions about home 
testing then do please contact us via enquiries@astrea-longsands.org 

ALL 
YEARS

DIGITAL DIVIDE PROJECT There has been a digital divide growing nationally for many years, which 
has been highlighted by pandemic during which some students were 
unable to access the remote learning provided by their schools during 
the lockdowns.  

We are therefore delighted to share with you our pride in being invited 
to become part of a team of schools across the country who are building 
technician teams to refurbish computing equipment for disadvantaged 
students and their families. You can find out more about this project 
on the Cambs Youth Panel website https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/
computers-for-students 

We currently have 20 Computer Science students who have volunteered 
to become technicians from Years 10 and 12 and we look forward to 
reporting their progress in supporting this great cause over the coming 
months.

The project is also able to support disadvantaged families from our own 
school community. This covers a wide remit including those experiencing 
financial hardship.

If you feel the project could help you or your family please register on the Cambs Youth Panel website 
https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvaBZskxS7tzQYlVg7lwH5uxAD9UrSzGJ
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students
https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students
https://cambsyouthpanel.co.uk/computers-for-students
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ATTENDANCE REWARD  in all years who achieve 100% attendance from 
15 – 26 March will automatically be entered into a prize draw.

There will be 3 winners, drawn at random, per year group, all receiving a £10 voucher from 
their Head of Year on 26 March.

It has been great to see all students back in the classroom learning environment and 
engaging with school life again. It is vital that students are attending every day and on time to achieve their potential; 
and to acknowledge excellent attendance we are offering this reward scheme until the end of the spring term.

Our whole school attendance is currently 95.86%.

Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our 
target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 96%. This will allow all students to reach 
their full potential.  

Attending school and being on time each day is a skill that easily translates to the workforce and beyond.

Parental support is always greatly appreciated with regards to attendance and makes a real difference to all 
students’ progress. 

Mrs K Baker - Attendance Manager

ALL 
YEARS

CHEMISTRY OLYMPIAD SUCCESS Congratulations to the 
students who recently participated in the two hour Chemistry Olympiad this 
year. Mr Ivett and the Science Department were exptremely impressed by the 
students who all performed admirably. Special congratulations to the following 
who achieved Gold, Silver or Bronze Awards.

Chemistry Olympiad Gold Award:

Rob F (Year 13), Ethan B (Year 13)

Chemistry Olympiad Silver Award:

Emilia H (Year 13), Lucy D (Year 13)

Chemistry Olympiad Bronze Award:

Samaria Lynn (Year 12)

YEAR 
12 

& 13

ASSISTED INSTRUMENT PURCHASE SCHEME 
(AIPS) The ‘Assisted Instrument Purchase Scheme (AIPS)’ can save parents 
20% off the RRP of any musical instrument by claiming back the VAT on your 
behalf. Students must be receiving tuition at school on the instrument to 
qualify. Please click here for further government guidance.  

Contact Mr Parkes, Head of Music – bryn.parkes@astrea-longsands.org with 
any queries regarding AIPS or instrumental tuition. 

ALL 
YEARS

https://www.gov.uk/hmrc-internal-manuals/vat-government-and-public-bodies/vatgpb7825
mailto:bryn.parkes%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 
7-11

HOUSE POINTS: STUDENT OF THE WEEK We are delighted to celebrate the Students 
of the Week, who were awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Darwin House as they have been awarded the most House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing
Year 7 Lewis C Holly W, 

Riley A
Ruby-May W, 
Brandon J, 
Ryan G

Sezin S Lily S

Year 8 Tina A, 
Ethan B, 
Ravi S

Chloe L, 
Lilyana G

Poppy G, 
Amelia Z

Alfie P Jake J, 
Harry W,
Harry A

Year 9 Erin B, 
Kyle C

Shayla M Charlie L-G Harry S Libby O

Year 10 Emily M Keeley H Isobel B Lily M Jamie D

Year 11 Madeleine L, 
Adele W, 
Lucy J

Nellie M Joshua P, 
Luke M

Annie G Samuel E, 
Lucy A
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YEAR 7 PARENT CONSULTATIONS Year 7 Parents’ consultations 
are taking place on the 25 March 2021. 

The evening will provide Year 7 parents and carers with the opportunity to discuss their 
child’s academic progress alongside their attitude to learning in a range of subjects. 
Please be aware that the Academy will close early on this day (for all year groups) 
and will finish at the end of lesson 3.

Due to the current Covid-19 lockdown, we are unable to offer the face-to-face meetings 
we would normally hold here at Longsands Academy. For Parents’ Evening to still run we have decided to use the 
video conferencing element of ‘School Cloud’.  On the day of the event, you will need to have access to the Internet 
and log into the same system to attend your virtual appointments via a computer, laptop, mobile device or tablet.  
Please be aware that you can now log on with multiple devices, please click on this link for more information on 
how to do this. If at all possible, we would encourage you to be with your child as this creates a more meaningful 
two-way conversation.  

To log in and book these appointments, please follow this link: https://longsandsacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/.

You will be asked to log in using the correct details that the school has on record for you as the parent/carer. If you 
should encounter any problems with this, please request help from Mrs Gavigan by email.

When you have logged in, it will give you the option to select either automatic or manual appointments.  If you select 
automatic, your appointments will be generated for you, if you have opted for manual, then you can select times 
that best suit you (subject to availability).  A short guide on how to book appointments can be viewed here.

YEAR 
7

YEAR 7 & 8 MUSIC CLUBS The Music department are launching some exciting clubs for students 
in Years 7 and 8 - see details below which have also been shared in the Student Bulletin. 

YEAR 
7 & 8

Year 7 Beginner Guitar Club Form

Year 8 Rock Band Project Form

Year 7 Vocal Group Form

Year 8 Vocal Group Form

https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/862-video-appointments-parents-how-to-invite-another-parent-guardian-to-join-your-appointments
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/862-video-appointments-parents-how-to-invite-another-parent-guardian-to-join-your-appointments
https://longsandsacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/
mailto:lisa.gavigan%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh
https://forms.office.com/r/Rx6TVRe3Mh


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Friday, 19 March 2021                                           (next week is Week B)

YEAR 
12 

& 13

SIXTH FORM RETURN TO SCHOOL A reminder to all Year 12 and 13 
students. While we await further guidance from the exam boards, our message remans that 
Year 13 students should fully engage with all aspects of their learning to enable teachers to 
gather as much evidence as possible of student aptitude. Year 12 should also be  working hard 
as they prepare for their mock exams later this year.

Helping students to achieve their potential We have shared the following information with 
students in both Year 12 and 13 to ensure that we all operate in a purposeful learning environment that will give all 
Sixth Formers the best chance of achieving the grades they deserve.

Attendance The minimum attendance level is 97%. We ask that students make every effort to come in for their 
lessons as teachers will be helping them to consolidate knowledge and prepare for either Year 12 mocks or the 
assessment process in Year 13. Students or their parent/carer need to contact us either by phone on 01480 
223373 or via our email address info@astreasixthformstneots.org on the day of absence.

Homework Every opportunity to learn outside of the classroom is vital and that is why students that do not hand 
in work on time or to a good standard will need to return to the study areas to complete this work on the same day 
in the same way as the rest of the Academy. Year 12 will complete work in the Sixth Form block and Year 13 will 
use A11. Any issues with homework during period 5 may roll over until the following day if the short notice causes 
a major issue for student attendance. This shows the value we place on homework and preparation for lessons; 
students should be doing around 10 hours a week of independent work, especially at this “business end” of the year 
and putting this system in place will reinforce good habits.

Dress code Our dress code policy and sanctions have not changed and can be found here. 

Study habits Given the importance of the next half term for both year groups it’s imperative that all students know 
that they can find a study space that is quiet and litter free. Sixth Form staff regularly visit these spaces and whilst 
the vast majority of students have good study habits it is a good time to remind all students of our expectations and 
their responsibilities.

Students I have spoken to have welcomed these clear boundaries and are looking forward to a focused and 
productive period of learning.

Year 12 A reminder that our ‘Future Pathways evening’ for Year 12 students and their families is still available on 
our website, click here to view it. It is a great source of information about the opportunities available after Sixth 
Form and also gives clear guidance on the steps to take.

If you have any questions about Post 18 destinations, please email Dr Cullen Head of Year 12. 

Mr Mark Taylor - Director of Astrea Sixth Form St Neots

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website. 

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff. 
We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

ALL
YEARS

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/uniform/
 https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/future-pathways/  
mailto:Douglas.Cullen%40Astrea-Longsands.org%0D?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR NEW CATERERS We have been asked to pass this message 
on to you from our new caterers, Taylor Shaw who could be most grateful if you could take a moment to 
complete a short survery for them:

At Taylor Shaw we value your opinion as a parent/carer greatly on the catering provisions provided at the school.

We are currently engaging with students and parents/carers as part of our “You said We Did” campaign and as such 
we would very much appreciate your input.

Please could you take 1 minute of your time to answer this very short survey below:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NDCVNW3

Please just click on the link and the survey will open. (If it does not you can copy and paste into your browser or 
alternatively right click and go to open link.)

Thank you so much for taking the time to take this survey.

We will present back to you in the near future our findings and any actions taken thereafter to further improve 
catering services at the School.

CATERING MENU Please see below the menu that will be available for students from the 22 March 2021ALL 
YEARS

ALL 
YEARS

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/NDCVNW3
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 


Welcome back to 
School

Taylor Shaw would like to take 
this opportunity to Welcome 
you back to School.
It has been difficult times for all 
of late and we for one are very 
much looking forward to 
serving all students again at the 
School.
Our New Catering Manager, 

Jacq has been working 
throughout to feed those 
children still at the School.
Students please do say Hi to 
Jacq and team they are very 
friendly and here to help.

Continued interim 
service for now….
Due to covid restrictions still in 
place we must continue with 
our interim grab and go menu 
for now and are looking forward 
to the day when we can finally 
as New Caterers, put on our full 
offer and show you exactly 
what we are all about.

What’s Coming Up in the near future?

We are in the process of finalising plans for a full re brand of the Ritchie
Hall , New Hall and 6th form areas, with help from students who have 
named the areas through our Naming competitions. I would love to take 
this opportunity to say thankyou to all those who entered. I was taken 
aback by the quality and creativity of  entries. All entrants have been
entered in to a prize draw for an I pad and the winner will be announced
soon.

We will also be working with the School to continue the 60th birthday 
celebrations, watch this space.


