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KEY DATES COMING UP:

25 March  
Year 7 parental 
consultations 

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

3 May 
May Day

13 May  
Year 12 parental 
consultations

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

20 July 
Last day of summer term

ALL
YEARS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
It has been brilliant to welcome back our students on site this week for the return 
of face to face teaching. 

This week has felt like a decisive moment. Our students have been welcomed 
back enthusiastically by all our staff and are settling back in wonderfully. We 
are incredibly proud of the hard work shown by them, their belief that they can 
always learn and improve and their commitment to doing their very best so 
that they can realise their full potential. My continued thanks to staff, students 
and parents/carers for their hard work as we work together to re-establish the 
rhythms and routines of school life.

A continued key priority is to manage the necessary changes to the way we work 
to put safety first. Our students have shown outstanding patience and kindness 
in adapting to these. This has included students participating in mass testing and 
wearing face coverings in lessons, as well as continuing with our new ways of 
working such year group zones, virtual assemblies and adjusting to the different 
timings of the school day. Students’ conduct during the mass testing has been 
impeccable and the testing team have done an amazing job in helping us to 
scale up operations. It is important to keep reinforcing the message that testing 
students and staff helps to identify asymptomatic cases and therefore helps to 
reduce the spread of Covid-19 within our community. In addition,  by everyone 
in school wearing face masks - unless they are medically exempt - we are able to 
reduce the risk of transmission of Covid-19 within the school community.

Please look out for each other and keep each other safe by following government 
guidelines and staying cautious whilst the vaccine continues to be administered.

Mr N D Owen  
Principal

YEARS 
7, 8 
& 9

MID-YEAR ASSESSMENTS Parents/carers will have received notification of arrangements for 
running January’s postponed Mid-Year Assessments.  

Students should expect to take a test in each subject prior to Easter.  Whilst a number of students may be naturally 
anxious about the return to school, it is still important to allow opportunities for all to demonstrate their progress.  

The aim is for tests to be managed as quietly and efficiently as possible during normal lessons.  Each subject will 
make arrangements for at least one review lesson prior to each test, and ensure students are aware of when each 
test will take place.  

Results will be communicated to parents in an additional Progress Review at the end of April.
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YEARS
11 

& 13

EXAMS UPDATE 
Further to my letter earlier this week about the arrangements for awarding qualifications in the summer, please see 
the infographic which the Department of Education has produced. 

A reminder that the link to the article can be found here, (How qualifications will be awarded in 2021 - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk). 

The article is by Simon Lebus, CEO of Ofqual, and it is addressed to Year 11 and Year 13 students and their families. 
In this article, Mr. Lebus explains how the awarding of grades will work this year.  

How GCSEs, AS and A levels will be 
awarded in summer 2021

Ofqual/21/6751/2

You’ll only be assessed on 
what you’ve been taught

Graded by teacher judgement

School and college 
assessments can continue

Your teacher will tell you what 
evidence is used to grade you

Non-exam assessment 
should continue

Art & design grade based only 
on your portfolio

Private candidates to work 
with a school, college or exam 
centre to provide evidence for 
them to be graded

Not graded by an algorithm

Teachers can use question 
banks provided by exam 
boards if they want to

Results will be based on 
completed and future work, 
so keep doing your best

www.gov.uk/ofqual

Mocks, tests and work 
already done can be used as 
evidence

Non-exam assessments can 
be used as evidence even if 
incomplete

Working out your grade Evidence Results and appeals

Results days
AS and A level 10 August
GCSE      12 August

You can find out more 
details from your school, 
college or exam board, or by 
visiting the Ofqual website

If you’re unhappy with your 
grade, you can appeal it. First 
step is to submit an appeal to 
your school or college.

ALL 
YEARS

EXCELLENCE IN PUPIL DEVELOPMENT AWARD AND WELLBEING 
AWARD IN SCHOOLS We are proud to be undertaking the Excellence in Pupil Development Award 
and Wellbeing in Schools Award this year as part of our continued drive to support Personal Development and the 
wellbeing and mental health of our Academy community.  

We will be keeping you updated with the progress that we make with both awards and the focus that these awards 
bring, especially at this time, in securing the best provision possible for these areas of our curriculum and community.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/how-qualifications-will-be-awarded-in-2021
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YEAR 
7-11

HOUSE POINTS: STUDENT OF THE WEEK We are delighted to celebrate the Students 
of the Week, who were awarded the most House points in their Year groups. 

Overall congratulations go to Darwin House as they have been awarded the point House points in the last week.

Congratulations to all of these students on your hard work, resilience and achievements!

ALL 
YEARS

RED NOSE DAY 2021 On Friday 19 March, the UK 
comes together to celebrate Comic Relief!  

Unfortunately, we cannot share in these celebrations this year as we 
would normally do, but we hope that you all participate in any way 
that you can and help to raise money for this incredible cause. 

Students in Years 7 and 8 can enter the TT Rockstars ‘Rock Down’ for 
Red Nose Day - see details on the following page.

Austen Darwin Hawking Seacole Turing

Year 7 Lewis C Tilly W-C, 
Brooklynne W

Millie H Isabelle G, 
Harry D

Eleanor L-S

Year 8 Alicia H Ryley P Sophie O Phoebe L-C Olivia O L C, 
Nika B

Year 9 Amy B Joe G, 
Eddie J

Jack P Kye G Libby O

Year 10 Lily-Mai M Emily G Jake P, 
Lucy J,
Ellie M

Jordan L, 
Lily M,
Jana I

Isabelle F

Year 11 Jack B, 
Aaron B

Amber P, 
Jospeh G

Sofia M Erinn H Trixie-Leigh B
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TIMES TABLES ROCK DOWN! To mark the awesome date that is 12th March 2021 (12-3-21, 
which reads the same forward as backwards) we are holding a Battle of the Bands in aid of Red Nose Day. It is part 
of a UK-wide Rock Down Relief event run by Times Tables Rock Stars. 

From Friday 12 to Thursday 18 March 2021, every correct answer to a multiplication or division question, will earn a 
class a point. The Times Tables Rock Stars platform will calculate the class average (the number of correct answers 
per pupil in the class who play during the competition hours). Winning classes in the school will be the ones with 
the highest average. 

All game modes (Gig, Garage, Jamming, Studio, etc.) will count but only from games played between 9.30 am and 
3.00 pm on Friday 12 to Thursday 18 inclusive, so students will be able to participate over the weekend of 13th and 

14th of March.  

Student’s can use their TTRS coins to buy a Red Nose Day nose for their Avatar! 

For each virtual nose TTRS will donate 5p to Comic Relief! more information is 
available at ttrockstars.com/page/rockdownreliefuk

YEARS 
7-8

 

M
on

da
y Jamaican Chicken Curry and Rice 

Vegetarian Noodles 
Pasta Bar and Jacket Potatoes 

Pizza Slice 
Pineapple Upside Down Cake and Custard 

Tu
es

da
y Bacon Carbonara 

Cheese and Broccoli Pasta Bake 
Pasta Bar and Jacket Potatoes 

Chicken Burger 
Carrot Cake 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

Roast Gammon 
Quorn Roast 

Pasta Bar and Jacket Potatoes 
Sausage Roll 

Pear Crumble and Custard 

Th
ur

sd
ay

 Chicken Pie and Mashed Potato 
Creamy Vegetable Pie and Mashed Potato 

Pasta Bar and Jacket Potatoes 
Cheese Panini 

Banana Cake and Custard 

Fr
id

ay
 Fish and Chips 

Veggie Burger and Chips 
Beef Burger 

Feathered Iced Sponge 

 
 

CATERING MENU Please see below the menu that will be available for students from the 15 March 2021ALL 
YEARS

http://ttrockstars.com/page/rockdownreliefuk
https://www.cambslearntogether.co.uk/asset-library/Corona-Virus-Schools/Help-us-keep-coronavirus-out-of-school.pdf 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website. 

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff. 
We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

ALL
YEARS

ALL 
YEARS

LATERAL FLOW DEVICE TESTING IN SCHOOL Thank you to all parents/carers who 
have given consent to support the lateral flow device testing in school. At the time of writing (Thursday) we have 
conducted approximately 2300 tests and we are only 5 days into testing! The students have demonstrated a high 
level of maturity and have gone about their tests in a calm and sensible manner which is incredibly pleasing.

Lateral Flow Device Outcomes / Testing over Easter

There have been a lot of questions nationally and locally about actions required following positive tests. 
Information from Public Health England and the DfE gives the following advice:

For Lateral Flow Device tests taken in school or at an external test site

• A LFD positive at a test site triggers contact tracing and the legal duty to self-isolate.  There is currently no 
requirement to book and obtain a PCR test to confirm the result. If a PCR test is undertaken and is negative that 
does not reverse the requirement for self-isolation.  The rationale is that tests at a test site are conducted under 
supervision and by a trained operator.

For Lateral Flow Device tests taken at home (a self-test)

• A LFD positive on self-test (at home) does require a PCR test at an external centre and self-isolation until 
the result of the PCR is obtained. A positive PCR triggers the legal duty to continue to self-isolate. If the PCR test is 
negative then self-isolation can stop.

• Testing for students and staff is expected to continue over the Easter break.  We will distribute tests to 
students who have completed their three lateral flow tests in school. Further information about testing at home 
will be shared when the test kits are issued.

YEAR 7 PARENT CONSULTATIONS Year 7 Parents’ consultations 
are taking place on the 25 March 2021. 

Look out for further communications with details of how and when to book, and how 
the Year 7 consultations will be taking place.

YEAR 
7

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 
12 

& 13

LEARN WITH THE LORDS On Monday, our A Level Politics students will be 
meeting (virtually) with Baroness Young of Horningsea to ask her questions and learn more about 
the Lords and the government response to Covid-19 (Baroness Young is on the Covid response 
committee in the Lords). 

We have 40 minutes to quiz her and gain her insight into the workings of parliamentary democracy. 
It should be an exciting opportunity for our sixth form students.

YEAR 
12 

& 13

SIXTH FORM RETURN TO SCHOOL It has been fantastic to see our 
Year 12 and 13s back in school this week and they have quickly settled into productive learning 
routines. While we await further guidance from the exam boards, our message remans that 
Year 13 students should fully engage with all aspects of their learning to enable teachers to 
gather as much evidence as possible of student aptitude. Year 12 should also be  working hard 
as they prepare for their mock exams later this year.

Helping students to achieve their potential We have shared the following information with students in both 
Year 12 and 13 to ensure that we all operate in a purposeful learning environment that will give all Sixth Formers 
the best chance of achieving the grades they deserve.

Attendance The minimum attendance level is 97%. We ask that students make every effort to come in for their 
lessons as teachers will be helping them to consolidate knowledge and prepare for either Year 12 mocks or the 
assessment process in Year 13. Students or their parent/carer need to contact us either by phone on 01480 
223373 or via our email address info@astreasixthformstneots.org on the day of absence.

Homework Every opportunity to learn outside of the classroom is vital and that is why students that do not hand 
in work on time or to a good standard will need to return to the study areas to complete this work on the same day 
in the same way as the rest of the Academy. Year 12 will complete work in the Sixth Form block and Year 13 will 
use A11. Any issues with homework during period 5 may roll over until the following day if the short notice causes 
a major issue for student attendance. This shows the value we place on homework and preparation for lessons; 
students should be doing around 10 hours a week of independent work, especially at this “business end” of the year 
and putting this system in place will reinforce good habits.

Dress code Our dress code policy and sanctions have not changed and can be found here. 

Study habits Given the importance of the next half term for both year groups it’s imperative that all students know 
that they can find a study space that is quiet and litter free. Sixth Form staff regularly visit these spaces and whilst 
the vast majority of students have good study habits it is a good time to remind all students of our expectations and 
their responsibilities.

Students I have spoken to have welcomed these clear boundaries and are looking forward to a focused and 
productive period of learning.

Year 12 A reminder that our ‘Future Pathways evening’ for Year 12 students and their families is still available on 
our website, click here to view it. It is a great source of information about the opportunities available after Sixth 
Form and also gives clear guidance on the steps to take.

If you have any questions about Post 18 destinations, please email Dr Cullen Head of Year 12. 

Mr Mark Taylor - Director of Astrea Sixth Form St Neots

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/uniform/
 https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/future-pathways/  
mailto:Douglas.Cullen%40Astrea-Longsands.org%0D?subject=
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Stay at home and self-isolate. 
Please see detailed guidance online.

Mike’s household: In this example, Mike lives with Georgio, Maria and Seyi. Mike is the first case of COVID-19 in this 
household. He and everyone in the household begin self-isolating from the day Mike’s symptoms start (or if he had no 
symptoms, from the date of his positive test).

Self-isolate for 10 full days.
You need to self-isolate from the day the first 
person in your household started symptoms 
and for the next 10 full days. If they did not 
have symptoms, self-isolate from the day of 
their test and for the next 10 full days.

To self-isolate means:
Do not go to work, school, or public areas 
and do not use public transport or taxis. 
Only leave your home to get to your test if 
you need to, observe strict social distancing 
advice and return immediately afterwards.


