
 

16 March 2021 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

Further to correspondence sent in November which detailed dates for Parental Consultations, I am writing to 
remind you that the Academy will be closing early on Thursday 25 March. This will be the final early closure of the 
academic year.  
 

Since November, we have held a number of virtual parental consultations via the School Cloud platform, and have 
sought feedback from parents and carers, and also staff. There has been an overwhelmingly positive response to 
this virtual format, and your responses are helping to shape the events to ensure they are informative and effective 
and allow you to have those important conversations with your child’s teachers. 
  

Therefore, in response to feedback and to allow more appointments to be made, the onsite school day will end 
after Period 3, at 12:10 pm.  Students will be set remote learning for Period 4 as per their normal timetable and 
for Period 5 as per our Personal Development curriculum. Remote learning will not be set for Year 7 as they will 
be attending the Parent Consultations.  If you do not wish your child to leave school at this time, we will provide 
an area for your child to undertake their virtual lessons, please do ensure you inform your child's Head of Year via 
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org. School buses will arrive at 12:10 pm and will leave site at 12:35 pm, allowing 
time for those students who require a lunch to collect one from the canteen. 
 

Please can I take this opportunity to again applaud students for the manner in which they have returned to onsite 
provision. Students have conducted themselves impeccably with their requirements around testing and face mask 
and we have been pleased with the high rates of attendance from all year groups. Familiar routines and rituals will 
help our students acclimatise to life back at school quickly, supporting their mental health. Making sure students 
have the right uniform and equipment is an important part of this, which the overwhelming majority of students 
achieve.  Thank you for supporting this and please do get in contact with your child’s Head of Year if you need to 
discuss any uniform matters. Additionally, please make sure your child has the following equipment which is 
necessary for lessons: 
 

Equipment list for all students 
· Pens – at least two black and a green pen if possible 
· Pencils 
· Colouring pencils 
· Highlighter (any colour) 
· Ruler (30cm preferable) 
· Eraser 
· Pencil sharpener (preferably with container) 
· Protractor 
· Compass 
· Glue stick 
· Scientific calculator (Casio FX83GTX or FX85GTX preferred) 
 

It has been wonderful to have welcomed students back and I thank you for your continued support of Longsands 
Academy. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Mr N D Owen 
Principal 
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