
 

 
26 February 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 
 

I hope that the half term break brought you all some rest and you have enjoyed the better weather we’ve been 
experiencing. There is a real sense of optimism as we approach Spring.  
 
The staff and I are looking forward to welcoming back our students, although I appreciate that some of you may 
be anxious about a return to school.  I want to assure you that, as ever, the safety and wellbeing of your child/ren 
and our staff remains our priority. 
 
I sent a letter to you on Tuesday following the Prime Minister’s announcement to confirm that school will re-
open fully, for all students, from Monday 8 March. The situation is complex, and I appreciate your patience and 
understanding whilst we finalise arrangements. The information below is an overview of the key points that will 
ensure our return is as safe as possible, however further correspondence will be sent to you next week detailing 
full plans. 
 
Staggered Start 
Whilst schools can reopen on site provision from 8 March the Government has given secondary schools some 
discretion to phase a return of all students over that week. This is to allow on-site testing of students before they 
return to the classroom. Therefore, it is very likely that we will need to invite year groups back in a staggered 
approach over the course of the week. I will write to you next week with further details to confirm these 
arrangements. Until students return to face-to-face lessons, we will continue to provide remote learning as we 
currently are. We will continue to offer onsite provision for vulnerable students and those whose parents and 
carers are critical workers. These should be booked from Monday using the same method as throughout 
lockdown. 
 
Asymptomatic Testing in School  
The aim of the test is to identify asymptomatic cases; those students who feel well but who actually have Covid-
19. A positive result enables the child to self-isolate for 10 days and reduces transmission in school, helping to 
keep our community safe. It is not compulsory to take these tests, however the Government’s health advice is 
that effective testing helps to prevent the spread of the virus and will mean schools are as safe as possible.  
Therefore, we encourage students to participate. 
 
As part of the return to school, students will be offered three lateral flow device (LFD) Covid-19 tests during the 
first two weeks back. The first test will take place on the day prior to your child/children returning to school for 
their face-to-face learning providing the result is negative with the next two tests taking place during school time. 
After the initial three tests are administered in school, home test kits will be provided and we will share more 
information about this in due course. The school will also retain a reduced testing site for those unable to test at 
home, whilst all our staff will also be given twice weekly home tests. 

 
Face Masks 
The Government has recommended the use of face masks indoors – including in classrooms – unless a two-metre 
social distance can be maintained. This will be followed until at least the end of this term, at which time the 
government will review whether it should continue.  The wearing of face masks will be in place for both students 



 

and staff unless they are medically exempt from wearing one.  It is a clear expectation therefore that all students 
and staff, without an exemption, will wear a face mask and I thank you for your support in this matter. We 
therefore encourage all students and parents and carers to ensure they have a suitable number of face masks 
(not face covering) ready for the resumption of school from 8 March. 
 
Uniform 
Students will be expected to wear full school uniform including shoes, upon their return.  Therefore, please do 
take some time to ensure items still fit as it has been quite some time since they have worn them.   
 
Please rest assured, we are doing everything we can to provide a safe and well-planned return to school for your 
child. In the meantime, I thank you for your continued support of your child with remote learning as we 
collectively face the challenges that Covid-19 presents. I will write with further updates next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr N D Owen 
Principal 


