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KEY DATES COMING UP:

8 February 
Year 9 Preference Evening 
(remote)

15-19 February 
Half-term break

23 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations (remote)

10 March  
Year 8 parental 
consultations (remote)

25 March  
Year 7 parental 
consultations (remote)

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

3 May 
May Day

29 May - 6 June 
Half-term break

20 July 
Last day of summer term

ALL
YEARS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
Having completed four weeks of lockdown during the darkness of winter and 
the inclement weather we have had, I am sure that you and your child(ren) are 
feeling the strain. However, I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ for your help 
and support for your child(ren) with remote learning. I know that it is especially 
difficult, if you are having to work from home and/or look after younger children. 
If you need support in any way, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

This week a key focus for us as a school will be the promoting Children’s Mental 
Health Week. This is an opportunity to shine a spotlight on the importance of 
children and young people’s mental health. Please do take the opportunity to 
look through the information, advice and guidance we are sharing this week. 

Mr N D Owen  
Principal

YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 OFQUAL CONSULTATION 
UPDATE
We are acutely aware of the anxiety that many students (and parents/carers) 
are facing regarding how they will be graded at the end of Year 11 and Year 13 
following the cancellation of exams due to the pandemic.

The Ofqual consultation on how GCSEs and A levels will be awarded this summer 
ended on Friday (29th January) with final decisions due to be announced before 
the end of February. 

While we await final details, the Government has already said it expects students’ 
grades to be based on teacher assessments. These could use a range of evidence 
– including, for example: coursework; mock or other school-based tests; or short 
exam papers, provided by the exam boards and taken, and marked, at school. 
We understand contingencies are being looked at for those students unable to 
sit exams, or who have been more unduly affected by the pandemic or other 
circumstances beyond their control. 

Ofqual expects schools to make and submit their assessments in late May/early 
June. Therefore it is essential students in Year 11 and Year 13 continues to engage 
fully in their education – completing assignments and participating in remote 
lessons as much as they can. This will provide us with the right information to 
determine accurate grades, and ensure they develop the knowledge and skills 
they will need in the next stage of their education, training or work. 

Whatever the outcome of the consultation, please be assured that whatever 
final decisions are made, we will do everything possible to help Year 11 
and Year 13 students progress successfully to the next stage of their lives.  

YEARS 
11 

& 13
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HALF-TERM In line with Government guidance released on Tuesday 26 January 2021, Longsands will be 
closed to all students for the February half-term week (Monday 15 to Friday 19 February inclusive). 

Our staff, like so many critical workers, have worked incredibly hard during the pandemic and during the current 
lockdown, when they have been supporting students at home and in school.  The half-term break is vital in supporting 
the well-being of all staff, students and parents/carers. 

Students with Free School Meals will be supported through the Covid Winter Grant Scheme and the Local Authority 
will be organising vouchers accordingly. The government is again asking schools to continue with contact tracing 
activity over half term, where necessary. Hopefully, this commitment will be significantly smaller than it was over 
Christmas, due to the reduced number of students in school. 

Therefore, if any student who has accessed our on-site provision for critical workers or vulnerable students tests 
positive for COVID-19, having developed symptoms within 48 hours of having been in school, please continue to 
contact enquiries@astrea-longsands.org over the half term holiday. 

ALL
YEARS

REMOTE LEARING SURVEY FEEDBACK We received 569 respondents with a reasonable 
representation across year groups. A significant number of responses were for more than one child in different 
year groups. 

Parents/carers were overwhelming positive about the clarity of the communications received from school regarding 
how remote education would be operating for students during lockdown and the overall provision of remote 
education (pre-recorded lessons/live lessons/guided independent work). Nearly all parents/carers stated that their 
child(ren) had benefitted from the introduction of live lessons and parents/carers judged both the volume of work 
set and the level of challenge of the work to be pitched correctly. 

The final question provided an opportunity for parents/carers to comment in general. A significant number did so, 
providing a range of opinions. We have responded already to a number of points raised in your responses and will 
continue to work to improve this provision. The key factors emerging from this are with our response underneath: 

• Most commonly parents/carers were very pleased with the provision, noted the significant improvement 
from the previous lockdown and were extremely thankful to the school

Thank you for all your support, appreciation, patience and understanding as have transitioned schooling to a remote 
setting. We are hugely grateful for the time you are investing in supporting your child(ren) at such a challenging time. 

• A desire to see more feedback from teachers about learning. 

Teachers will be still able to provide feedback to students during remote learning, but this will take many forms and 
not always be individual. We will use a combination of the following approaches to check for understanding and 
give students feedback: 

• questioning in live lessons, using verbal responses and the chat function 

• providing answers, model answers and worked solutions so that students can self-assess their work 

• multiple-choice questions 

• quizzes that students mark themselves, or that are marked automatically, such as Microsoft Forms 

• commercially available websites such as GCSEPod and Hegarty Maths that offer immediate feedback to students 

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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• whole-class feedback, which might involve addressing common misconceptions or re-teaching 

• individual comments on individual work. 

We will continue to run our Progress Review and Parent Consultation programme during our remote learning 
provision. We will continue to use House Points to rewards students for their achievements.

• A significant number of parents/carers were keen for there to be regular pastoral contact between 
students and someone at school. 

We have just conducted a fortnightly tutor review period in which we have held remote meetings to establish 
contact between home and school and ascertain if there are issues or concerns with remote learning.  We are 
holding tutor times on a Monday and Tuesday where we will also share a weekly assembly aimed at helping us all to 
stay in touch during this time of lock down isolation. We realise that lockdown can make us feel a little disconnected 
from each other and this is just one way to help us all know that we are part of a wider community that cares for 
each other. Students will be able to join these in a similar way to how they are currently accessing their live lessons 
and should look for the tutor group tab in the Teams section.

• Some parents/carers wanted to receive earlier notice of plans for lessons. 

Students will follow the same timetable remotely as when in school. Students will be set 5 hours of remote learning 
each day, with instructions on Doddle by 8.45 for all lessons. We are working on systems to ensure there is 
consistency in the instructions for work on Doddle to help support students and parents/carers establish good 
routines when learning remotely. 

• Advice about what to do if a student is struggling with a piece of work. 

Please reassure your child: everybody works at different paces and in different ways. If your teacher has said that 
a task should take roughly an hour – stop at the end of that hour, even if you aren’t finished, and submit what you 
have done. The fact that you haven’t finished the task in the hour is something your teacher needs to know – but it’s 
certainly nothing to worry about. Everybody is working in very different and difficult circumstances – all any of us can 
do is our best. Our advice to students would be: do what you can. Try your best. Don’t worry. If a task is taking ages 
and you’re getting stressed – stop, submit what you’ve done (or go back to it later) and move on to the next task. 

YEAR 9 PREFERENCES We are looking forward to launching the Preferences process with Year 9 
students next week.  Unfortunately we will not be able to host our usual Year 9 Preferences Evening in person, so 
instead we are putting together a range of resources to guide students, parents and carers though the process.  
More information will follow in the week beginning the 8th February.

YEAR 
9

CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT At Longsands we aim to inspire a love of knowledge and learning 
in all our students.  We encourage students to explore subjects beyond their lessons to enhance their learning and 
experience.  In the Student Bulletin you will find a wide range of suggestions for subject enrichment.  These include 
a virtual field trip to the Amazon, the iDEA computing competition, and PE challenges, to name a few.  Please do 
encourage your child to read through the bulletin and choose tasks and activities that inspire them.

YEARS 
7-11

REMOTE LEARING SURVEY FEEDBACK continued...
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REMOTE LEARNING FAQ We have put together a guide to some of the most frequently asked 
questions regarding remote learning. Additional information can be found in the Remote Learning Guidance for 
Parents and Carers on the website. 

A short video for students about how to ‘Turn In’ an Assignment can be found here.

Please note that we will continue to use Doddle to inform students about remote learning for each lesson. 

MS Teams Login: 

Username is their school email address, i.e.: 11111@astrea-longsands.org the numerical part of this is their school 
admission number and is the same as their computer login within school.

Password is the same as their usual computer login within school. If they have forgotten this, a parent/carer can 
email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org with the child’s name, admission number, Year and Form – we will then be 
able to reset the password and let you know.

My child cannot access their MS Teams classroom – what do they need to do?

If your child cannot access a particular team, they should email their class teacher in the first instance who should 
be able assist them. If there are ongoing problems, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org with details of 
your child’s name and Year, along with the name of the teacher whose lesson they cannot access.

What are the timings of the school day during lockdown? 
  

  School Day 
Starts Break Lunch Registration Assembly School Day 

Ends 

Year 7 

8.45 am 10.45 – 
11.10 am 

12.55 – 
13.50 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Monday) 
Registration 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Tuesday) 
Assembly 

3.10 pm 

Year 8 

13:10 – 
13:50 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Tuesday) 
Registration 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Tuesday) 
Assembly 

Year 9 

13:30 – 
14:10 

13:10 – 
13:30 
(Tuesday) 
Registration 

13:10 – 
13:30 
(Monday) 
Assembly  

Year 10 

13:10 – 
13:50 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Monday) 
Registration 

13:50 – 
14:10 
(Tuesday) 
Assembly 

Year 11 

13:30 – 
14:10 

13:10 – 
13:30 
(Monday) 
Registration  

13:10 – 
13:30 
(Tuesday) 
Assembly 

Year 12 
13:30 – 
14:10 

13:10 
(Wednesday) 
Registration 

13:10 
(Monday) 
Assembly 

Year 13 
13:30 – 
14:10 

13:10 
(Wednesday) 
Registration 

13:10 
(Monday) 
Assembly 

  
 

ALL 
YEARS 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Guidance-for-Parents-and-Carers-January-2021.pdf
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Guidance-for-Parents-and-Carers-January-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/dnSHWqA3feE
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 11 REFERENCES If your son/daughter is making a post 16 application, please be aware that they 
have been instructed to only use the dedicated references inbox – references@astrea-longsands.org. Emails and 
references sent to individual teachers should be avoided. If you have any queries, please refer to the instructions 
on the website here.

YEAR 
11

ALL 
YEARS

HOUSE SYSTEM - STUDENT VOICE SURVEY We always value student voice feedback 
and during these uncertain times, it is more important than ever.  As part of our drive to ensure that we are 
giving our students the best possible remote learning experience, we asked students to respond to a Student 
Survey covering their experience of remote learning, their wellbeing and if they were staying physically active during 
lockdown.  The results were overwhelmingly positive, with 90% of all students indicating that they had been set all or 
most of their work on Doddle and 95% of students having attended at least one ‘live’ lesson on Microsoft Teams in 
the past week.  There were also very positive indications that our students are establishing positive remote learning 
routines and that they feel as though they are making progress through the blended remote learning provision.  

Good mental health and positive well-being is of upmost importance to us all at the moment.  87% of students knew 
where to access help and support if they felt they needed it and the other students have been guided how to access 
that help.  If you would like to access this help and support guidance, please follow this link to our website.  Finally, 
an incredible 94% of all students reported that they were doing some form of physical exercise a day.  I know myself 
the benefits of simply getting out there and going for a walk if nothing else and I would encourage you all to take 
time as a family to enjoy the beautiful scenery and countryside we have around us.  

Mr Powell - Assistant Principal: Personal Development

ALL 
YEARS

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY On Holocaust 
Memorial Day, the History Society held a lecture entitled ‘visiting 
Auschwitz’. 

Mr Taylor gave us a fascinating insight into what it is like to visit a 
place like Auschwitz with all of its histories and emotions. 

Many thanks to Mr Taylor and all the students that attended. 

THE BIG SIXTY CHALLENGE is a chance for all 
of our students to get in involved, get active and get sponsored to 
raise money for our charity this year, Prostate Cancer UK.  

Students can create their own challenge, be it doing 60 star jumps, 
60 squats or 60 minutes of Joe Wicks workouts and they have until 
Friday 12 February to complete it. 

Of course, we want to see them doing their challenges so please 
email pictures and videos to us at 60thcelebrations@astrea-longsands.org and we want to raise as much money 
as possible so all sponsorship can be placed on our Virgin Money Giving page.

Full details can be found here.

ALL 
YEARS

mailto:references%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/careers-information/post-16-applications-procedure/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/feeling-worried-or-anxious/ 
mailto:60thcelebrations%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JamesPowell27 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/the-big-sixty-challenge/
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ATTENDANCE We are required to submit information daily to the Department for Education. If your child 
is unwell and unable to access their remote learning due to COVID related illness please email

kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org with their name, tutor group and whether they are 

• Unwell with COVID symptoms and awaiting a test

• Have tested positive for COVID

• Self-Isolating because of potential contact with someone who has tested positive

ALL 
YEARS

RESOURCE COLLECTION If your child requires a new exercise book, or they have been contacted 
by their teacher to say that items for their course are ready to be picked up, please note that collection can be made 
on a Monday or Thursday between 8.30 am and 2.30 pm.  

We ask that an adult collects the item(s) and reports to A17 if the door is open (to the right of Reception), or 
alternatively to Reception where a member of staff will be able to assist you. Social distancing guidelines will apply.  

This arrangement will be in place for the remainder of the lockdown period.

FREE RESOURCES FOR CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 2021 
FROM 1-7 FEBRUARY 2021 We’re taking part in Place2Be’s Children’s Mental Health Week. This 
year’s theme is Express Yourself.

Place2Be has created activities and resources to help children (and adults) to explore the different ways that they 
can share their thoughts, feelings and ideas. There are lots of resources on the Children’s Mental Health Week 
website that you can use with your child at home; including activity ideas, tips for parents and carers, and an online 
assembly which will be available from Monday 1 February. Visit childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk to find out 
more, or email on Mr Stephenson on nathaniel.stephenson@astrea-longsands.org 

ALL 
YEARS

BRIDGE PROJECT  Our Year 7 Design and Technology students are currently 
learning about structures and forces and, as part of their curriculum, have been applying 
their knowledge into a unique and innovative bridge design concept. Mrs Kirk is proud to 
share a photograph of a protype from Adam F (7DVK). Mrs Kirk is particularly impressed 
with the great ability that Adam has demonstrated with his protype, which he has created 
at home as part of his remote learning. Well done Adam!  

YEAR 
7 

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff.

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

ALL
YEARS

mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk
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DODDLE GUIDE FOR PARENTS In view of the COVID-19 information, please be reminded 
that we use Doddle as our online learning platform. You can see the homework that is due now, and any overdue 
homework. You can also see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle throughout the year, and the 
marks they have achieved for the quizzes they have taken. You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do 
at home, and you can access this on the go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.


