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KEY DATES COMING UP:

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Parents/Carers
What a week it has been! Lock down, examinations, remote learning, distribution
of IT devices and Free School Meal parcels, testing and the provision of critical
workers and vulnerable children are just some of the things that have been
at the forefront of our thinking and I really appreciate the support and kind
messages that we have received as we work together through the process of
meeting these challenges.
We issued several communications to various year groups last week to keep
you as informed as possible regarding examinations. We understand the
Government’s announcement to cancel the summer examination series is
unsettling for students, but students need to focus on what they can control,
specifically in terms of completing their courses to the very best of their ability.
We will provide updates as soon as we have received further details from the
Department for Education.

Deadline passed
Year 11 Sixth Form
application window
deadline has passed please apply now if you
haven’t already done so
10 - 18 January
Collection of stationery
and curriculum resources see page 3
5 February
Year 11 Sixth Form offer
letters

We are now in an excellent position to deliver an extensive programme of remote
learning and a blended approach of live lessons, pre-recorded lessons, as well
as the setting of independent work, will form a significant part of that provision.
Despite the implications of the lockdown we have expressed the importance for
students to focus on their studies, as best as they are able to, so that they are in
the strongest position possible to return to school, whenever that may be.
Thank you for your continued support. I hope you find the information in this
week’s Principal’s Weekly Bulletin helpful for you - if you have any concerns or
queries please don’t hesitate to get in touch via (enquiries email) and we will do
our very best to help you through this testing time.
I hope you and your familie y safe and well.
Mr N D Owen
Principal

YEARS
7-11

WINNERS OF THE GREAT CHRISTMAS BAKE OFF!

AUSTEN
Alicia Y8

DARWIN
Emily Y10

HAWKING
Sophie Y8

SEACOLE
Isla Y8

TURING
Tilly Y8
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COLLECTION OF STATIONERY AND CURRICULUM RESOURCES This is
a reminder of the details sent out to parents/carers in a letter at the end of last week. The timing and length of this
lockdown has meant that there are some curriculum resources that will need to be collected, in a safe manner, in
order that our students can continue their curriculum learning to the very highest standard. We also recognise that
some students may require a new exercise book as they complete their daily lessons.

We are happy to provide this support and we do need to carefully manage our supplies as well as balance any
journeys that we ask people to make. We would like to invite parents/carers (only) to collect essential stationery
such as exercise books if their child is nearing the end of theirs, or curriculum items if a teacher has contacted them.
The date and timing to attend for collection is noted below from the room to the right of the Reception (A17) please
do not come in to Reception.
Please adhere to government guidelines and make this part of your daily exercise and ensure you follow social
distancing rules.
Collection Time for Years 7 - 11:
Surnames A-D

9:30 am-10:30am

Surnames E-L

10:30am-11:30am

Surnames M-R

11:30am-12:30pm

Surnames S-Z

12:30pm-1:30pm

Year 10 (Tuesday 12 January)
All Year 10 students will need to have a 19th century set-text for GCSE collected. We have a note of which book
each student will need.
Year 11 (Wednesday 13 January)
Students will be contacted by their teachers if they have any specific subject resources to collect.
Year 9 (Thursday 14 January)
All Year 9 students will need a copy of either A View from a Bridge or The Crucible to be collected. We have a note
of which book each student will need.
Year 7 (Friday 15 January)
Students will be contacted by their teachers if they have any specific subject resources to collect
Year 8 (Monday 18 January)
Students will be contacted by their teachers if they have any specific subject resources to collect
Collection time for Sixth Form students:
Year 12 Tuesday 12 January

2:30 – 3:30 pm

Year 13 Wednesday 13 January 2:30 – 3:30 pm

YEAR
7

BRONZE IDEA AWARD

Congratulations to Oliver H in Year 7 who has received his Bronze iDEA
award, well done Oliver this is a wonderful achievement.
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10 TIPS FOR REMOTE LEARNING
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REMOTE LEARNING VIA PLAYSTATION
OR XBOX ONE This guide will detail how to access

(Week B)

To help support students to adapt to remote learning
and new ways of working, we have put together a set of 10 Tips for Students for Remote Learning. These
tips include reminders about the resources students will need, how to organise their time, the benefits of a good
routine, suggestions for extension tasks, and ways to seek support, among other recommendations. You will see in
the Student Bulletin that we have encouraged students to choose one of the tips to focus on as a goal for the week.

website and Microsoft Teams via a games console.

With the advent of another lock down, schools and families once
again find themselves in the challenging position of looking for
laptops and tablets to access remote learning resources and live
lessons. Families - irrespective of income - may find themselves
competing for devices to enable the adults to work from home
and siblings to access their school work. Whist schools have been provided with a small supply of devices to be
allocated support targeted and vulnerable families, many homes will have a cost effective sitting beneath their
televisions in living rooms and bedrooms across the country: games consoles.
Modern day consoles, such as the PlayStation 4 (PS4) and Xbox One (XBO), come with internet browsers preinstalled. These browsers enable users to access remote learning sites and Microsoft Teams.
Playstation 4
Opening the PS4’s web browser is quick and easy. Power on your system until the PlayStation home screen is
visible. Navigate to the content area, which contains a row of large icons used to launch your games, applications,
and other services.
Scroll to the right until the Internet Browser option is highlighted, accompanied by a www icon and a Start button.
Open the browser by tapping the X button on your PS4 controller.
The following link will take you to the relevant section of the PS4 user guide. LINK TO PS4 USER GUIDE
If you don’t see the WWW icon in the main navigation pane, you can find it in your Library, under Apps.
XBOX One
Microsoft Edge is available on most major platforms, so it seems natural to see it on Microsoft’s own Xbox One as
well. The user interface is similar to the desktop version and you can have multiple tabs open. If you cannot see the
browser it can be directly downloaded from the store.
Xbox One’s version of Internet Explorer can be accessed using the left analogue stick to control a pointer and the
right stick to control scrolling. To get to the address bar, press the View button. The A button is used for mouse
clicks. The B button navigates back a page. Clicking once on the left stick zooms out the maximum distance, clicking
again zooms in the maximum distance. The triggers regulate more fine-tuned zooms, and the bumpers regulate
tabs.
Finding it tricky to navigate the browser and site with a controller?
Try plugging in a USB keyboard and mouse.
Using games consoles may provide you and your family with greater flexibility in accessing the learning materials
that have been prepared by the school.
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HOUSE UPDATE

With a very different start to
a new term and a new year than we imagined, we still plan
to offer as many exciting opportunities for students to get
involved in within the House System as possible. It seems
appropriate at this time of new beginnings that we remind ourselves of our Academy and Fundamental British
Values which underpin the multifaceted aspects of our Houses:
Austen House - represents the Academy value of cultural understanding and creativity
Darwin House - represents the Academy values of dedication, perseverance and hard work
Hawking House - represents the Academy value of achievement 
Seacole House - represents the Academy value of respect and development of moral awareness
Turing House - represents the Academy value of skills and appreciation of diversity
We have the House Shields and House Cup ordered which will soon be proudly displayed in reception, but the
burning question is, who will be victorious in lifting the House Cup in July at the end of our inaugural year? All is still
to play for, so every house point counts.
Students enjoyed House Celebration of Success assemblies at the end of last half term, with certificates marking
25 and 50 house points and rewards for those students who also attained over 96% attendance. We look forward
to continuing to acknowledge student success and a huge well done to all those students who have been awarded
house points so far. There are 13 house points awarded for every behaviour point which is testament to the hard
work and kindness that our Longsands community embodies.
In these times of uncertainty, may I wish you all a safe and healthy 2021.

YEARS
7,8,9

YEAR
8

MID-YEAR TESTS for YEARS 7, 8 and 9

Whilst students are not at school, plans for the
mid-year tests are necessarily postponed. As a principle, students can expect a test preparation week of face-to
face-lessons with tests taking place the week after this. Precise dates for these rearrangements will be published
at a point when it can be confirmed with certainty when students in these years will return to face-to-face lessons.

AWS BOOTCAMP

Our Year 8 students worked hard supported by
Mrs Lassey in their virtual Amazon bootcamp day (Mon 14th Dec) designing an
app that makes real, tangible social change within the school or local community.
Their chosen area is an app that supports students with dyslexia.
An AWS ambassador had a meeting with the team and the girls heard from
many Amazon experts through the virtual event that allowed them to shape
their idea and consider all aspects of the design and technology needed to bring
their innovative idea to life.
At the end of the year, selected app ideas will be entered into a competition against teams from other schools
across the country.
AWS GetIT aims to encourage girls to consider a career in tech and to challenge gender stereotypes within the
industry, please click here for further details.
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An Update on Behaviour – Great News! As an Academy, we are always evaluating the effectiveness of our behaviour
policy and listen carefully to the views of students, staff, parents and carers. We record all house and behaviour
points and are able to analyse how our academy policy is being implemented. Student Services is pleased to
communicate the following:
The number of C2/C3 detentions issued at Longsands has dramatically declined since 2019

The number of C2 detentions handed out last term has fallen
by 34.1% compared to the same time period last academic
year. The number of C3 (Reflection Room) admissions has
reduced by 45.3%. This is wonderful news and indicates that
the academy behaviour policy is becoming embedded within
the culture of the school.

At Longsands we pride ourselves on giving out positive messages whenever possible. For every one behaviour (C2)
sanction issued, staff at Longsands award thirteen house points. The average student at Longsands has received
1.4 behaviour points and 18.3 house points! We would like to say well done to our students for all their hard work
this term.
The Majority of Longsands students do not receive C2 detentions
During the autumn term, 58.6% of students in Years 7-11 did not receive a single C2 detention.
Of the students who did receive a C2 detention, the vast majority (80.3%) did not go on to habitually receive
detentions week after week.
Unfortunately, this does mean that 41.4% of our students did receive at least one C2 in the same time period.
However, 61.1% of these students received just one or two C2 detentions and 80.3% students received 1-4 (over
a thirteen-week period).
The majority of C2s given to students was not for disruptive behaviour in lessons
Of all the C2 detentions that were issued, 50.2% were for lacking the correct school equipment or for failing to
complete homework on time. 38.9% of the C2s issued were for matters related to poor behaviour in class.
We very much hope that the spring term will be even better and again, well done to our fantastic body of students
who have worked so hard last term, under the current Covid situation, you have all done amazingly well.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: ONE TO ONE GUIDANCE
Year 11:
We are pleased to confirm that one to one guidance sessions with Form the Future will continue to take place during
the lockdown period. All sessions will take place via Teams. Students will be contacted via Doddle to inform them
of their date/time and an invitation to attend a Teams meeting will be sent to their school email. If you would like to
request a session for your son/daughter, please email kate.martindale@astrea-longsands.org
Personal Development (PD) Lessons:
Personal Development lessons will continue to take place during the lockdown. There are two sessions scheduled for
February: Thursday 4th February, periods 1 and 2 and Thursday 11th February, periods 3 and 4. Work will be set on
Doddle in the usual way.

YEAR
11

YEAR 11 SIXTH FORM APPLICATIONS
Year 11 students should all by now have submitted their applications for Sixth Form.
If they have not already done so, they can APPLY NOW via https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/admissions/
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CROSS-COUNTRY

Towards the end of last term, our Year 7, 8 and 9 students participated in the crosscountry course around Priory Park. This historic event has been happening for many years and it has been wonderful
to see so many students completing the 1.3 mile course. Huge congratulations to all 900 students who participated in
the run and showed a real passion to improve their cardiovascular fitness during the last 7 weeks of term.
Ordinarily we would see the top 8 boys and girls from each year group go on to perform at the district championships,
which has previously led to some students making it through to the national stages. Regrettably, COVID-19 has meant
this cannot happen this year.
Congratulations to the students picture who made the top 3 across Year 7, 8 and 9. These students received a certificate
and a voucher to celebrate their achievement in this amazing event. Students should remember to apply the different
training methods learnt within their lessons from October-December to improve their overall health and fitness.

ALL
YEARS

REMOTE ICT ACCESS
BT working in partnership with DfE have launched a scheme which temporarily increases data allowances for
mobile phone users on certain networks. This is so that children and young people can access remote education if their
face-to-face education is disrupted.
Schools, trusts and local authorities can request mobile data increases for children and young people who:
•

do not have fixed broadband at home

•

cannot afford additional data for their devices

•

are experiencing disruption to their face-to-face education

For each request, DfE needs to know:
•

the name of the account holder

•

the number of the mobile device

•

the mobile network of that device (for example Three)

There is an online guide to help gather mobile information. Schools, trusts and local authorities need to submit
mobile information through DfE’s online service. Each provider will vary in how quickly they process requests. Once a
network provider has processed a data increase, they will send a text message to the account holder. It is also possible
to check the status of requests through the online service.
Please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org by Wednesday 13th January, at 6pm, including ALL of the details
requested, above if you would like us to request this on your behalf.

