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KEY DATES COMING UP:

4 February  
Year 10 parental 
consultations (remote)

5 February 
Year 11 Sixth Form offer 
letters 

8 February 
Year 9 Preference Evening 
(remote)

15-19 February 
Half-term break

23 February  
Year 9 parental 
consultations (remote)

10 March  
Year 8 parental 
consultations (remote)

25 March  
Year 7 parental 
consultations (remote)

29 March - 9 April 
Easter break

ALL
YEARS

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
America’s young poet laureate, Amanda Gorman, reminded us all 
last week of the wonderful power of words and aspiration in pointing 
to a better future. She read her poem, ‘The Hill We Climb’, during Joe 
Biden’s inauguration as US President. The final line of the poem reads, 
‘for there is always light if only we’re brave enough to see it, if only we’re 
brave enough to be it’.  

As we start our 4th week of remote learning, we continue to be extremely proud 
of how well our students are engaging with their schoolwork and adapting to the 
new ways of working. We are continuing to monitor engagement of students in 
remote learning. My most sincere thanks to parents/carers who are supporting 
their child(ren) through their work, as I appreciate the challenges that this brings. 

Thank you to everyone who completed the survey on our remote provision.  We 
had a great response to our student and parent/carer remote learning surveys 
last week. It was so useful for us to get some initial feedback on our provision 
and ways in which we can make it even better. We also really appreciate the 
overwhelmingly positive feedback and the kind messages. As we continue to 
work to ensure that remote learning is the best it can be for everyone, we have 
already started to action of the feedback and will continue to work through the 
rest once we are in a position to do so. I will share this feedback more fully with 
parents/carers in next week’s Bulletin. 

This week we are continuing to focus on personal development, with regular 
phone calls to families and the provision of assemblies and form time. Of 
particular note is that way the Academy will be supporting Holocaust Memorial 
Day, this Wednesday (27 January). This year’s theme is Be the light in the darkness. 
It encourages everyone to reflect on the depths humanity can sink to, but also 
the ways individuals and communities resisted that darkness to ‘be the light’ 
before, during and after genocide. Be the light in the darkness asks us to 
consider different kinds of ‘darkness’, for example, identity-based persecution, 
misinformation, denial of justice; and different ways of ‘being the light’, for 
example, resistance, acts of kindness, rescue and illuminating mistruths. 

As a school community, I hope that we can remind ourselves that in the utterly 
unprecedented times through which we are living currently, we are shown the 
very best of which humanity is capable. We can  all choose to be the light in the 
darkness in a variety of ways and places – at home, in public, and online.

Mr N D Owen  
Principal

ALL 
YEARS

FREE SCHOOL MEALS Students who are entitled to free school meals will now continue to receive 
these in the form of vouchers provided by the school. If your financial situation has changed due to the coronavirus 
pandemic, you may now qualify for free school meals. We encourage all parents and carers to check your eligibility 
here and to apply if you think you may qualify click here. For any issues or enquiries relating to Free School Meals, 
please email Mr Walsh for assistance via gavin.walsh@astrea-longsands.org

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/help-with-school-learning-costs/free-school-meals
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/schools-learning/help-with-school-learning-costs/free-school-meals
https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Apply_for_Education_Welfare_Benefits
mailto:gavin.walsh%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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REMOTE LEARNING We have been impressed 
by the manner in which students have adapted to learning 
remotely.  Thank you for all you continue to do to support 
your child in their learning.   

Recordings

We understand that there will be some circumstances 
where students are not able to attend a live Teams lesson, 
or perhaps they would like to be able to re-watch a live 
lesson to revisit key points.  Students can access live lesson recordings from the relevant class Team.  There has 
been a small change to how these recordings are accessed.  Recordings will still appear in the Posts section on 
the class Team, but it is no longer necessary to download the recording before watching it.  Recordings will also be 
stored in a folder within the Team, which students can access by following these steps:

1. Go to the class Team for the subject

2. Click the Files tab at the top

3. Then click on the folder called Recordings 

4. Select the recording you would like to watch.

Assignments and feedback

Another welcome development is that we are able to use Microsoft Teams to 
set Assignments for students.  An Assignment can be set in a variety of different 
formats. It might be an interactive worksheet, a quiz, or students might be asked 
to submit a photo of their work.  Teachers can then view students’ work and offer 
feedback, either on a whole-class or individual basis.  More details about the 
types of feedback that teachers are using are included in the Remote Learning 
Guidance for Parents and Carers on the website.  

A short video for students about how to ‘Turn In’ an Assignment can be found here.

Please note that we will continue to use Doddle to inform students about remote learning for each lesson. This 
could include an instruction to complete an Assignment on Teams. 

ALL 
YEARS 

YEAR 9 PREFERENCES We are looking forward to launching the Preferences process with Year 
9 students later this half term.  Unfortunately we will not be able to host our usual Year 9 Preferences Evening in 
person, so instead we are putting together a range of resources to guide students, parents and carers though the 
process. More information will follow in the week beginning the 8th February.

YEAR 
9

YEAR 10 PARENTS CONSULTATIONS Parents/Carers of our Year 10 students have received 
a communication inviting them to book appointments online for virtual Parent Consultations. Appointments are 
filling up fast, so if you haven’t already booked we encourage you to do this quickly as the deadline is 5.00 pm on 
Wednesday 27 January 2021. Please click HERE to book and or find out more information. 

YEAR 
10

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Guidance-for-Parents-and-Carers-January-2021.pdf
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Guidance-for-Parents-and-Carers-January-2021.pdf
https://youtu.be/dnSHWqA3feE
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Guidance-for-Parents-and-Carers-January-2021.pdf
https://longsandsacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/
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VIRTUAL LIBRARIES In the Weekly Student Bulletin, we have shared details of the Online Public 
Library and also the Virtual School Library. In the Virtual School Library this week, Jacqueline Wilson is the ‘author 
of the week’ do take a look with your child to find out more.

ALL
YEARS

ALL 
YEARS

LOGIN REQUESTS FOR MICROSOFT TEAMS If your child has forgotten their school 
email address or login details for Microsoft Teams, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org for Years 7-11 
and elizabeth.walton@astrea-longsands.org for Years 12-13, for the information to be sent to you. Please make 
sure you include your child’s full name, tutor group and ID number in your email request. Please can we remind all 
families that your child has access to all Microsoft products through their school email account - more details can 
be found on the last page of the Student Bulletin. 

YEARS 
7-11

WEEKLY TUTOR SESSION As part of our continued support to our students, starting on Monday 
1st February, we are going to begin a weekly tutor time session.  This time is designed to ‘keep in touch’ and pick 
up on any issues that we might be able to help with.  If a student is absent during registration, we will call you to 
discuss how things are going, so in order to keep these call lists manageable, we would ask you to remind your child 
if you can.  

There is also a weekly assembly aimed at helping us all to stay in touch during this time of lock down isolation.  
Attendance to both sessions is expected.  The information below will help you to know when and at what time your 
child is expected to attend either the assembly or registration period.

ALL 
YEARS

PHYSICS MASTERCLASSES Congratulations 
to Grace and Thomas who have received House Points as well 
as their  certificates for attending the Isaac Physics masterclass 
on Saturday, 12 December.

Isaac Physics was set up and run by Cambridge University, in 
conjunction with other Russell Group Universities to prepare 
students for the demands of studying at these prestigious 
Universities. As such, the workshops are very challenging and 
aimed at the best and brightest across the country. 

Well done to Grace and Thomas on their impressive achievement 
and attitude, keep up the good work!

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/library-online
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-leisure-culture/libraries/library-online
https://library.thenational.academy
enquiries@astrea-longsands.org
elizabeth.walton@astrea-longsands.org
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ATTENDANCE We are required to submit information daily to the Department for Education. If your child 
is unwell and unable to access their remote learning due to COVID related illness please email

kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org with their name, tutor group and whether they are: 

• Unwell with COVID symptoms and awaiting a test

• Have tested positive for COVID

• Self-Isolating because of potential contact with someone who has tested positive

ALL 
YEARS

RESOURCE COLLECTION If your child requires a new exercise book, or they have been contacted 
by their teacher to say that items for their course are ready to be picked up, please note that collection can be made 
on a Monday or Thursday between 8.30 am and 2.30 pm.  

We ask that an adult collects the item(s) and reports to A17 if the door is open (to the right of Reception), or 
alternatively to Reception where a member of staff will be able to assist you. Social distancing guidelines will apply.  

This arrangement will be in place for the remainder of the lockdown period.

CHILDREN’S MENTAL HEALTH WEEK Who’s ready for #ChildrensMentalHealthWeek? 
Join @Place2Be, schools, organisations and communities across the UK as we raise awareness of the importance of 
children and young people’s #mentalhealth. Learn more: childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk

ALL 
YEARS

ADDITIONAL LEARNING EXPERIENCES FOR YOUR FAMILY The 
Cambridge Museums, Botanic Gardens, Departments and non-school institutions have put together an array 
of online resources that you can access to enhance remote learning at this time.  From Science and Nature to 
Mathematics and Geology, there is a whole wealth of extra activities and ideas to inspire learning and creativity.   
Enjoy!  https://www.alumni.cam.ac.uk/news/online-resources-for-families

ALL 
YEARS 

mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk
 https://www.alumni.cam.ac.uk/news/online-resources-for-families
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: REFUGEES The subject of 
refugees can be a controversial topic and has been a regular part of British news 
over the last few years. A refugee is a person seeking refuge (safety) in a foreign 
country out of fear of persecution,  natural disaster or crisis in their home country. 
This includes war, famine, earthquakes and persecution for political beliefs, sexual 
orientation and religion among other factors.

In Personal Development at Longsands, ideas around empathy, respect and 
tolerance feature in all three strands as well as ideas about race and ‘Britishness’ 
which are often intertwined with the discussion of refugees in the media. It is important to consider what we might 
do if we were in the same situation in order to spread kindness over disrespect, and love over hate. Have a look at 
this short video about Habib’s story of how people in the UK showed him kindness on his journey.

Displaced people contribute to a rich and diverse society, many of which have paved the way for future generations. 
Some notable refugees include the likes of Albert Einstein, the Saatchi brothers, Michael Marks (of Marks and 
Spencer), Freddie Mercury, Olivia Newton-John, Bob Marley and Rita Ora. Click here for a more in depth list.

Supporting people in our global community is important to Longsands. For this reason we have held collections 
over the last few years for refugee camps and education in refugee communities. We couldn’t have done this 
without your support, so thank you.

ALL 
YEARS

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: ONE TO ONE GUIDANCE Year 11: A reminder 
that one-to-one guidance sessions continue to take place during the lockdown period to support students to find 
a suitable pathway. All sessions will take place via Teams. Students will be contacted via Doddle to inform them of 
their date/time and an invitation to attend a Teams meeting will be sent to their school email.

We are also able to offer guidance specifically for students interested in apprenticeship routes. These sessions are 
suitable for both students looking for general information as well as students who need help making applications.  If 
you would like to request a session for your son/daughter, please email kate.martindale@astrea-longsands.org

YEAR 
11

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT (PD) LESSONS Personal Development lessons will 
continue to take place during the national lockdown. There are two sessions scheduled for February: Thursday 
4 February, periods 1 and 2 and Thursday 11 February, periods 3 and 4. Work will take the form of pre-recorded 
lessons and be set on Doddle in the usual way.

YEARS 
7-11

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in writing, 
in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the first 
instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of Academy staff.

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

ALL
YEARS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_WdprHcOuJU&feature=youtu.be
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/resources/facts-figures-and-contributions/famous-refugees/
mailto:kate.martindale%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 9 ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION  An exciting essay writing competition has been 
launched to Year 9 Cambridgeshire students by the Perse school. 

The list of subject based questions is extensive and designed to encourage research and sharing of ideas. Longsands’ 
Year 9 students are urged to have a look at the questions and see if any of the topics piques their interest. There are 
prizes to be won also!

Please follow this link for full entry details: https://www.perse.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Perse-Research-
Essay-Competition-Rules-Sheet.pdf

ALL
YEARS

STAGEWORKS COLLEGE  Stageworks Studios are offering a FREE experience day on Tuesday 30 
March and they are holding an Audition Day on Sunday 28 February 2021.

To find our more, please see the images below and visit www.stageworksstudio.co.uk where you will be able to find  
more information and be able to view the full prospectus.

Please contact Stageworks directly if you should have any queries.

WEEKLY STUDENT BULLETIN  A separate bulletin is prepared 
each week and emailed directly to students. 

The Weekly Student Bulletin contains lots of useful information for students along 
with some competitions and enrichment opportunities - you may find it useful to read 
through this with your son/daughter.

YEARS 
7-11

https://www.perse.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Perse-Research-Essay-Competition-Rules-Sheet.pdf
https://www.perse.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Perse-Research-Essay-Competition-Rules-Sheet.pdf
www.stageworksstudio.co.uk
https://www.stageworksstudio.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Stageworks-prospectus-2020.pdf
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DODDLE GUIDE FOR PARENTS In view of the COVID-19 information, please be reminded 
that we use Doddle as our online learning platform. You can see the homework that is due now, and any overdue 
homework. You can also see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle throughout the year, and the 
marks they have achieved for the quizzes they have taken. You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do 
at home, and you can access this on the go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.


