
 

 
4 December 2020 

 
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 
 
Summer 2021 Examinations 
 
Yesterday the Government issued further information surrounding plans for the external examination series for 
Summer 2021. The examinations will be going ahead, though there will be some changes to try to make the 
situation fairer and less stressful to all concerned. The examination boards have published timetables but the 
content of the examination papers is still under discussion. A group of experts will be monitoring the situation with 
a view to minimising the impacts of the pandemic on students across the country. 
 
Whilst we await specific details that will be provided by the examination boards during January 2021, below are 
the key points which have been taken from the Government’s announcement: 

 

• The exam season will run from 7 June until 2 July for all subjects, apart from one GCSE English Language 
paper on 26th May, one GCSE Maths paper on 27 May and one A level Criminology paper on 28th May. 

• Schools will be told some of the topic areas in advance so revision can be more focused. 

• In some examinations, extra aids such as formula sheets will be provided so there is less information to 
memorise. It is not true that students will be able to bring their textbooks into the exams. 

• If a student misses all papers in a subject due to genuine illness or because of self-isolation, there will be 
an additional opportunity to sit papers in that subject in July. These will be different papers but of 
equivalent levels of difficulty to the missed papers. 

• There will be more generous grade boundaries when grades are awarded, so they are in line with 2020 
national outcomes and do not disadvantage students. 

• Vocational qualifications will be timetabled within the same period as the GCSE and A level examinations. 

• Examination results will be given out to candidates on Tuesday 24 August for A levels and L3 Btecs and 
Friday 27th August for GCSEs and Level 2 Btecs. 

 
We would like to assure you that we will be focusing strongly on working together with students and parents and 
carers to ensure every student can approach the examinations in the summer as confident and fully prepared as 
we can possibly achieve. As and when we are able to do so, further information will be shared with students and 
their parents and carers. 

 
Yours Sincerely 

     
Margaret Carpenter   Neil Owen 
Examinations Manager   Principal 


