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GREAT CONVERSATIONS

Great Conversations Talking Points
Things to think about this week:

1. What could you do for others this Christmas?
2. How do the celebrations of other faiths differ
from the Christian celebration of Christmas?
3. How could you give some time to others?

FESTIVE JUMPER DAY

FESTIVE NON-UNIFORM DAY!
On the last day of the Autumn Term (Friday 18 December) students
in Years 7 to 11 are invited to wear festive jumpers.
A donation of £1 is suggested which can be given using the
following link (use the ‘Festive Jumper’ link):

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/JamesPowell27
The money will be donated to Prostate Cancer UK in memory of and
in tribute to Mr Hynes, a librarian at Longsands Academy for 32
years who sadly passed away earlier this year.

LAST DAY OF TERM

The timings for Friday 18 December, the last day of this term are as follows:
08.45 am – 09.45 am Period 1
09.45 am – 10.45 am Period 2
10.45 am – 11.10 am Break

11.10 am – 12.10 pm Period 3
12.10 pm – 12.55 pm Tutor Time for Year 7 and then to the Sports Hall or
canteen for lunch. At 1.10 pm students will go directly home or to the bus
12.10 pm – 1.10 pm Tutor Time for Years 8 and 10 then directly home, to the
bus or canteen for lunch

12.10 pm – 1.10 pm Tutor Time for Years 9 and 11 then directly home, to the
bus or wait until 1.20 pm for lunch from the canteen
1.10 pm Buses arrive
1.30 pm Buses depart

HOUSE POINTS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS WEEK’S
WINNING HOUSE, AUSTEN, WITH
600 HOUSE POINTS IN THE LAST WEEK!

AUSTEN 600 POINTS LAST WEEK, 6721 IN TOTAL
DARWIN 506 POINTS LAST WEEK, 7034 IN TOTAL
HAWKING 452 POINTS LAST WEEK, 6498 IN TOTAL
SEACOLE 336 POINTS LAST WEEK, 6892 IN TOTAL
TURING 330 POINTS LAST WEEK, 6636 IN TOTAL

The race to the top has begun! You can see the running total pictured above. Which
House will be victorious in this inaugural year of our new House System?
Remember, every House Point counts!

CHRISTMAS HAMPERS

Christmas Hamper competition
Well done everyone! Your generosity has been
humbling and we cannot wait to pass your
donations on to the Food Bank.
Not only are the hampers packed full of wonderful
things, they are also beautifully decorated!

A winning hamper will be chosen soon!

HOUSE UPDATE

As I reflect back on what has been a long and sometimes challenging half term, as
an Academy we have achieved so much to be proud of. We began the half term off
with Anti Bullying Week and Odds Socks Day. We marked Remembrance Day with
a moving whole Academy assembly to mark the two minutes silence that was
broken so poignantly by Isaac Hutchings performance of The Last Post. We
acknowledged World Aids Day with a whole Academy assembly filled with
knowledge rich content and context around the virus and dispelled the myths in an
informative way. The Year 9 Student Leaders and the Junior Vice House Captains
have met with contractors as Project Managers on the 60th Anniversary Garden.
As well as all of this, we have been working hard in forms to help our local
community with our annual Christmas Hamper competition.
And as I write this, we look forward to the 60th Anniversary Carol Concert to be
shared on Wednesday 16 December, which includes warm welcomes and readings
from our students, Revd Tim and Stephen Ferguson, our Town Mayor and
wonderful musical performances from our talented students (and staff!). Finally,
the last day, Friday 18 December, will be a Festive Non-Uniform Day. When I met
with the House Captains, Vice House Captains and the Junior Vice House Captains
earlier on this half term, they agreed unanimously that our Longsands Academy
Charity this year should be Prostate Cancer UK in dedicated memory of Andrew
Hynes who we so sadly lost this half term.
In what will be a very different festive season, I have learnt to truly value what I
have rather than what I want. Kindness is above and beyond the biggest gift you
can give. May I wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a peaceful, safe and
healthy New Year.
Mr Powell
Assistant Principal: Personal Development

HOUSE CAPTAINS

UPDATE FROM THE HOUSE CAPTAINS
Throughout the course of this term, we, the newly appointed House Captains have started to set
up inter-house competitions and challenges for students to compete in.
During the course of the inaugural term of the House system, the first competition was to create
an interesting ‘Ode to’ into each individual house’ identity and history into which students could
investigate.
Following the success of this first competition we challenged students across all year groups into
supporting Anti-Bullying Week in November, raising awareness through Odd Socks Day in order to
celebrate everyone’s uniqueness and individuality and to compose their own Anti-Bullying Raps!
We have enjoyed so much this term and over the next few months, we will be running more fun
competitions, challenges and fundraising events for Prostate Cancer UK within the House System.
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from

Maisie, Olivia, Emma, Ben and Honor
House Captains

ATTENDANCE

ATTENDANCE BY HOUSE
Austen

Darwin

Hawking

Seacole

Turing

Total (excl Sixth Form)

93.80%

94.42%

94.95%

93.57%

93.82%

Total (whole school)

93.14%

93.88%

93.71%

93.61%

93.56%

Year 7

97.63%

97.24%

96.61%

97.83%

95.45%

Year 8

90.35%

98.25%

97.14%

91.20%

95.00%

Year 9

95.80%

94.21%

92.42%

97.06%

96.96%

Year 10

97.08%

93.57%

96.42%

88.84%

93.26%

Year 11

87.02%

88.13%

91.29%

91.85%

87.34%

Year 12

91.67%

87.01%

96.92%

93.51%

91.84%

Year 13

87.08%

91.60%

74.21%

94.96%

91.21%

Did you know?

COMPUTING

We are all familiar with the term Artificial Intelligence but what is it and what can it do?
Artificial Intelligence is intelligence demonstrated by machines, unlike the natural intelligence displayed by humans and animals. AI is the development of
computer systems that can perform tasks normally requiring human intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and translation
between languages.
There are four types of AI (Artificial Intelligence) …reactive machines, limited memory, theory of mind and self-awareness.
REACTIVE MACHINES
The most basic types of AI systems are purely reactive and have the ability neither to form memories nor to use past experiences to inform current
decisions. Deep Blue, IBM’s chess-playing supercomputer, which beat international grandmaster Garry Kasparov in the late 1990s, is the perfect example of
this type of machine. Deep Blue can identify the pieces on a chess board and know how each one moves. It can make predictions about what moves might be
next for it and its opponent then it can choose the most optimal moves from among the possibilities. The computer however does not have any concept of the
past, nor any memory of what has happened before.
LIMITED MEMORY

Limited memory machines can investigate the past. Self-driving cars do some of this already. For example, they observe other cars’ speed and direction. This
cannot be done in just one moment as a human would, but rather requires identifying specific objects and monitoring them over time. Observations are then
added to the self-driving cars’ pre-programmed representations of the world, which also includes things like lane markings, traffic lights and other important
elements, like curves in the road etc. They are also included when the car decides when to change lanes, to avoid cutting off another driver or being hit by a
nearby car.
THEORY OF MIND
Machines in the next, more advanced class not only form representations about the world, but also about other entities in the world. In psychology, this is
called “theory of mind” – the understanding that people, creatures, and objects in the world can have thoughts and emotions that affect their own behaviour.
This is crucial to how we humans behave and form societies. If AI systems are indeed ever to walk among us, they will have to be able to understand that each
of us has thoughts and feelings and expectations for how we will be treated.
SELF-AWARENESS
The final step of AI development is to build systems that can form representations about themselves. Ultimately, it is about building machines with
consciousness, which is quite a scary thought for humanity. Elon Musk (Tesla, Space X) has claimed that AI is a “fundamental risk to the existence of human
civilization” but according to Microsoft Cambridge this is decades away and “utter nonsense”. I suppose we will just have to wait and see.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Last week saw the Autumn term’s final Personal Development session.
Students were reinforcing the knowledge and skills they had learnt in
November’s session. A range of important issues were discussed and
explored including, CVs, road awareness, healthy relationships,
democracy in modern Britain, and drug types and the law. We are pleased
to share some examples of the resources students have used. The next
two Personal Development sessions will be taking place on 4th February,
periods 1 and 2 and 11th February, periods 3 and 4.

ASFSN CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY

Year 12 & 13 - Christmas jumper day
The Sixth Form are raising money for Save the Children with the Christmas Jumper day. On the 18th
December the Sixth Formers will be taking part in a Christmas Quiz and wearing something festive.
Donations can be made through the justgiving link below.
The KS5 team have been challenged to wear Christmas Onesies on the 18th and they will be donning
their festive outfits, if enough money is raised before the day. Follow the link for more details on how
to get Mr Walker, Dr Cullen and Mr Taylor into those onesies.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/astreasixthformstneotssavethechildren

SIXTH FORM COUNCIL

HOUSE CAPTAINS and SIXTH FORM COUNCIL
The House Captains will be working with the Sixth Form team to create
the inaugural Student Council Mission Statement. With the advent of the
House system and the reintroduction of the Sixth Form student reps, the
KS5 team would like to formalise the role of the Student Council, so that it
can perform effectively in providing a ‘voice’ for Sixth Form students and
in supporting the various Sixth Form events throughout the year.
Dr Cullen, Head of Year 12, is looking forward to working with the House
Captains in writing the first draft of the Mission Statement over the next
few weeks.

Well done to all of you who have been using GCSE Pod. This week’s ‘Top Podders’ are:
Year 10 top users (top forms CLA, BJD, RSC)

GCSEPod

Isabella F, Amelia F, Noah F
Year 11 top users (top forms AFI, JSB, ACK)
Lucy A, Tom C, Aimee B

Pod Usage by House – Congratulations Turing House!
Austen: 67

Darwin: 120
Hawking: 129
Seacole: 89
Turing: 198

If you have any issues with your GCSEPod login, please follow this link
https://members.gcsepod.com/login

YEAR 7 FORM ROOMS

YEAR 7 FORM ROOMS

HOUSE POINT COMPETITION

KS3 Christmas Design & Technology COMPETITION

WHAT: Dyson Challenges – Full challenge details
shown below on challenge cards.
WHEN: Entries to Mrs D Kirk (donna.kirk@astrealongsands.org) by Friday 8th January 2021.
WHY: To experience something completely different,
to show your creativity and ability to problem solve and
to be part of the whole Academy house competition.
Outline details are below for the tasks – you can either choose one or do both
Geodesic Dome – needs to be made into a Christmas decoration and the evidence is a
photo hanging from your tree. It also needs to contain an unusual Christmas themed
object inside.
Cardboard chair – needs to hold the weight of a person and be used as additional
seating when guests arrive on Christmas day. The evidence needs to be a photo of a
family member, or yourself, using it over the Christmas period.

HOUSE POINT COMPETITION

KS3 Christmas Design & Technology COMPETITION

YEAR 11 SUBJECT CLINICS

Year 11 Subject Clinic and Support Sessions Timetable
Lunchtime
Monday

Child Development: Mrs Bartrick in D3.2
German: 1.15-1.35, by invitation in G6 begins 21/09/2020
Product Design: C3

After School
Child Development: Mrs Bartrick in D32
English: Clinic in N1.1 all welcome
History: Clinic in H3.1
Product Design: C3

Tuesday
Business Support: F2.2
Child Development: Ms Jackson in D12
Computer Science: B10
Geography: N2.4
Geology: N1.2
Maths: F1 and F2
PE: GCSE Clinic in G17

Wednesday

Thursday
Friday

All Week

Construction: C2
French: 1.15-1.35, by invitation only in G6 begins
21/09/2020

Biology: G10 & G6
BTEC Sport: F3.1
Chemistry: G13 & J2
Music: K4
Physics: G7 & G17
Music: K4

Child Development: Support sessions by arrangement any lunchtime with Mrs Bartrick in D3.2
Food: Every lunchtime in D2.2
Media: Support sessions available everyday by prior arrangement

LUNCH MENUS

LUNCH MENUS

DODDLE

DODDLE

Please remember to check Doddle daily to ensure that you are fully up to
date with all of the homework for your subjects.
Thank you to those of you who have completed the summer and
transition work, please ensure you bring this to your first lessons with the
relevant subject teacher.

To log in to Doddle you will need your admission number and password.
For example:
Login: 012345
Password: longsands

If you have any issues with your Doddle login, please follow this link
https://www.doddlelearn.co.uk/app/login

TIMINGS OF THE DAY

TIMINGS OF THE SCHOOL DAY
8:45 - 9:45

Lesson 1 (including AM registration)

9:45 - 10:45

Lesson 2

10:45 - 11:10

Supervised break (in zones)

11:10 - 12:10

Lesson 3

12:10 - 13:10

Lesson 4 (Year 7 - 12:10 - 12:55)

13:10 - 14:10

Lunch and form time (split per year group as noted below)

13:10 - 13:30

Tutor time and 13:30 – 14:10 Lunch for Years 9, 11, 12 and 13

13:10 - 13:50

Lunch (12:55 – 13:50 Year 7) and 13:50 – 14:10 Tutor time for Years 7, 8, and 10

14:10 - 15:10

Lesson 5

OFFICE 365

OFFICE 365
As a Longsands Academy student
you are entitled to FREE Office
365 – see opposite for details!

Log into office 365 by going to: www.office.com
Log in with your Academy email address (i.e. 7042@astrea-longsands.org)

Finally, when the box is expanded, select ‘Office 365 Apps’

Forgot your email password?
Please ask your form tutor, class
teacher or a member of student
services.
Here is some guidance on
email etiquette.
You should then get a download box pop up, and you should be good to go!

ONE WAY SYSTEM

SITE MAP WITH ONE WAY SYSTEM

