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FACE COVERINGS As of today, 
Monday 9 November, it is compulsory for all 
students and staff to wear a face covering 
in all corridors and indoor communal areas; 
unless we have been made aware of a valid 
medical exemption.  

We have been really impressed by the students response and thank parents/
carers and students for supporting this government mandate.  We appreciate 
that there may be the odd occasion where a face covering has been dropped or 
forgotten and, on these few occasions, the school is able to supply a face mask 
from the Student Services Offices.

REMEMBRANCE DAY On Wednesday 11 
November our school community will be joining together, 
virtually, for a special assembly.  Mr Wayman and Mr Owen 
will lead the assembly remembering those who passed 
while fighting for our freedoms, and paying homage to their 
sacrifices.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will 
remember them.

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal: Donations can be 
made here.

THE ASTREA APP We have been successfully using 
the Astrea app since September 2019 and it has proved to be an 
excellent tool for communication with parents/carers.

From now on, all of the student reports will be sent via the Astrea 
app, in order to view the report you will need to access the ‘My 
Student’ area of the app.

Did you know... In addition to student reports, you can also view 
timetables, behaviour, attendance and House points. You will receive 
a notification on your phone if we send you a message and there is no charge for the messages you send to us. 
You can also message us to report absences rather than calling the absence telephone line. To ensure your app is 
fully functional and to continue receiving in-app messages, you will need to log into the app at least once a month; 
however daily usage is the best way to be up to date with student information. As with all apps, please remember 
to check regularly for updates.

To download the app for free, please search for the Astrea app from the Apple App Store/Google Play on your 
mobile phone. Once you’ve opened the app, search for Longsands Academy and enter your full name, mobile 
number and email address (these details must match what has been provided to the Academy). Once the app 
identifies you, a security code will be generated which you will need to enter. When this has been completed, your 
child’s details will be synchronised overnight.
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KEY DATES COMING UP:

9 - 20 November 
Year 11 Mock Exams

Wednesday 11 
Remembrance Day

Saturday 14 
Diwali

w/c Monday 16 
Progress Reports for 
Years 8, 9 & 13 sent 
home

Monday 16 
Odd Socks Day

16-20 November 
Anti-Bullying Week

25 November 
Year 13 ‘virtual’ parent 
consultations
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https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/poppy-appeal?gclid=1d7d20160f371c8a88d17fbf5b450c51&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=1d7d20160f371c8a88d17fbf5b450c51&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=CR%20-%20Bing%20-%20Individual%20Giving%20-%20Poppy%20Appeal%20-%20Generic%20-%20Traffic&utm_term=the%20poppy%20appeal&utm_content=Poppy%20Appeal_Exact
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: CAREERS AND THE WORLD OF WORK 
As well as focusing on your child’s health and wellbeing,  a good Personal Development curriculum will also help 
students to develop and discover their interests and talents and help to prepare them for success in the next step 
of their education journey, whether that be vocational study, A Levels or an apprenticeship. Therefore, it is never too 
early to start thinking about careers and the world of work. As part of the PD curriculum students receive careers 
lessons which provide them with information, advice and guidance on their next steps. Careers lessons are targeted 
to ensure that students are receiving the correct information at the right stage of their educational journey. Please 
see an explanation of the aims of careers lesson in each year group.

Year 7 – Gather impartial information on different career areas and break down gender stereotypes surrounding 
different career paths.

Year 8 – Think about employability skills and how to evidence important skills, such as team work, problem solving 
and resilience, that all employers look for.

Year 9 – Research educational pathways at 16 and 18. Consider the advantages and disadvantages of different 
routes - academic vs vocational.

Year 10 –  Learn the skills needed to be successful in the work place, create a CV and have a mock interview with 
an employer. Look at payslips, tax and pensions

Year 11 – Create an action plan, receive one to one personal guidance and put final destination plan into place.

For further information on our externally validated careers programme please visit our website.

YEARS
7 - 11

CHILDREN IN NEED Longsands Academy have supported Children in Need 
over many years and Pudsey celebrates his 40th birthday on Friday 13th November.  
Whilst the current restrictions and guidelines make marking this important event in our 
unique and fun ways difficult, we would encourage you to contribute to this wonderful 
cause if you are able. Donate Here.

With many people staying at home on Friday nights, watching the Appeal Show may be 
an opportunity to learn more about the valuable work that is enabled by Children in 
Need, and to be entertained by a host of our family favourites.  

ALL
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SAFER SCHOOLS Along with this bulletin, we have also attached a newsletter 
from Cambridge Constabulary which contains some key safety and awareness messages to 
help keep families safe. The newsletter contains information regarding:

• Knife crime awareness #operationsceptre

• The law regarding offensive weapons

• Anti-bullying awareness

Please view the information and share parts or all of it with your children if you feel the 
message is age appropriate.
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https://www.astrea-longsands.org/careers-information/
https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
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HALLOWEEN COMPETITION WINNERS After much 
deliberation and consideration, we are delighted to congratulate Reuban H who was 
the overall winner of the individual competition for his spectacularly spooky Halloween 
Poem! 

Judging this competition gave us a lot to think about as there were so many spookily 
good entries!

Congratulations are also due to 7EMS who were the winners of the form competition 
for their frightful form decorations. 

Well done everyone!

REMEMBERING WITH INDA-GYMNASIUM, AACHEN 7EAT have been enjoying 
making poppies to send to students at Inda-Gymnasium, our link school in Aachen, Germany. The students wrote 
some touching comments reflecting on what wearing a poppy means to them. 

This led to poignant discussions in tutor time with one student writing, “Remembrance Day is a time for us to 
remember the sacrifice of those who have died serving their country and I will always be grateful for this”.

In addition, several students chose to write about the significance of white, black and purple poppies. One student 
coloured a poppy in blue to represent their support for the NHS. 

Each year students from Longsands Academy send poppies to students at Inda-Gymnasium and share their 
thoughts about Remembrance Day as part of our continuing inter-European cultural exchange.  

The actual anniversary of the Armistice is not observed in Germany although students at Inda Gymnasium will 
be writing to us to tell our students about Volkstrauertag (German for “people’s day of mourning”). This day 
commemorates civilians and members of the German armed forces who died in armed conflicts. 

This year Longsands Academy and Inda Gymnasium have talked about how, like most things, Armistice Day will be 
a little different because of coronavirus. However, students at both schools agree that Remembrance Day 2020 will 
be more significant than ever. 

YEAR
7 

YEAR
7 
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SIXTH FORM ‘GREAT CONVERSATIONS’ Students in both 
Year 12 and Year 13 strongly rejected the motion that Donald Trump should be awarded 
the Nobel Peace prize.

This week they will be discussing ‘should boxing be banned’.

LONGSANDS TALKS Following on from the success of our first ‘Longsands 
Talk’ by Dr Modi, a local GP and researcher at Cambridge University who spoke to students 
in Years 11-13 about medical screening generally, the benefits and drawbacks, as well as 
his research specifically, we are delighted to confirm details of the next talk.

Our next ‘Longsands Talk’ will be on Thursday the 19 November at 5pm and will be 
delivered by Prof. Charles Spence of the University of Oxford.

Prof. Spence is an experimental psychologist and he will discuss much of his research, 
which focuses on how are senses affect how we taste and experience food and drink. He 
also teaches Experimental Psychology to undergraduates at Somerville College, Oxford.

If you would like further information or if your child would like to book to view the talk, 
please contact Mr Highfield via samuel.highfield@astrea-longsands.org 

SIXTH FORM: FOODBANK COLLECTIONS The Sixth Form are 
collecting donations for the St Neots Food Bank (part of the Trussell Trust) throughout the 
rest of November. 

This year many more families find themselves in a difficult financial position and with 
Christmas arriving soon we would like to do our bit to help the local community enjoy the 
holidays. Below is a list of the items that St Neots Food Bank are collecting in the run up to 
Christmas. 

Each Sixth Form tutor group will be collecting at least one of each item and we will be asking student to volunteer to 
donate an item from the list. This is always a successful charity event for the Sixth Form, and we would like to thank all 
of the students and parents in advance for the items donated. We will be weighing the donations from each tutor group 
and we will be awarding House points to each House in a similar proportion. Photos of our progress will be shared 
throughout the event. Students can also win house points for the best decorated box. Please direct any questions to 
Dr Cullen, Head of Year 12, (douglas.cullen@astrea-longsands.org).

List of items: (please could the items all have a use by date that is beyond Christmas 2020):

Tinned ham, tinned salmon,  long life fruit juice, jam, Christmas cakes, Christmas puddings, biscuits, custard, chocolates, 
selection boxes, hot chocolate, tube crisps, pickles, crackers, mince pies, shower gel, and liquid hand soap.

YEARS
12

 & 13

YEARS
12

 & 13

YEARS
11, 12
 & 13

mailto:samuel.higham%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, 
by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include the methods listed below. To enable us to help 
you as quickly as possible, please only send one message via one means of communication.

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 353535 or text 07581 990899

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

by writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS The Department for Education are clear 
that attendance continues to be compulsory. The only exception to this is if a NHS or 
GP letter is received confirming that a student or member of staff (not someone in 
their household) is considered clinically extremely vulnerable during this period.

Please support your child in achieving great attendance and excellent punctuality. 
Please contact absence@astrea-longsands.org or kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 
with any questions or concerns relating to attendance.

Our whole school attendance is currently 94.49% 

Our weekly attendance is:

Year 7 – 96.8%  our top form is 7AJR & RBB both with 100%

Year 8 – 95.4% our top forms are 8SSH with 98.91% 

Year 9 – 94% our top form is 9CLG with 98.19%

Year 10 – 92.9% our top form is 10PRR with 100%

Year 11 – 93.1% our top form is 11FKM with 99.26%

Well done to all those tutor groups!
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mailto:?subject=
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