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FACE COVERINGS Face coverings in the corridors and indoor 
communal spaces are now mandatory in all secondary schools in England (unless 
a person is exempt). So far the students have adapted to this very well indeed. 

We would be grateful if parents/carers could help by continuing to remind 
students to bring their face mask or covering to school.

KEY DATES COMING UP:
25 November 
Year 13 ‘virtual’ parent 
consultations

9 December  
Christmas Lunch!

9 December 
Year 11 Mock Results Day

10 December 
Year 11 ‘virtual’ Parent 
Consultations

11 December - 8 January 
Year 11 Sixth Form 
application window

18 December 
Last day of Autumn term 
- early closure (details to 
follow)

5 January 
First day of Spring term

5 February 
Year 11 Sixth Form offer 
letters 

ALL
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PARENTS’ EVENING - VIDEO APPOINTMENT BOOKING SYSTEM  
As Department for Education guidance advises limiting the number of visitors and any large gatherings, we have had 
to look at alternative options to replace our traditional face-to-face Parents’ Evenings. Our solution is SchoolCloud 
Parents Evening, which will allow us to run virtual parents’ evening appointments via a FaceTime/Zoom type interface.

The software allows you to choose your own appointment times with teachers and you will receive an email 
confirming your appointments schedule. We have tested the system and all went well in trials, however, like all new 
ventures there may be teething problems, so please bear with us if any crop up. Our goal is to make this experience 
as smooth as possible for you. We will use this system for the Year 13 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 25 
November 2020. 
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REMEMBERING ANDREW HYNES 
Longsands Academy is mourning the loss of a highly 
regarded and longstanding member of staff.  Andrew Hynes 
was a librarian at St Neots Library prior to joining Longsands 
in 1987. He retired in 2019.  

Whilst students and staff could most likely find Mr Hynes in 
the Library, helping and encouraging students with his love 
of literacy, he played a key role in many aspects of Longsands 
life.  During his 32 years’ service Mr Hynes contributed to a wide range of activities 
from overseeing the Year 6 transition and introduction to the library, to setting 
up a film club which has been enjoyed by many students and taking students 
to participate in water-skiing activities at Grafam Water. Mr Hynes extensively 
supported the extra-curricular life of the school and is particularly remembered 
for helping students in their Duke of Edinburgh endeavours (pictured above on 
an expedition). 

‘A kind and supportive man’ are themes often reported by many who speak of 
Andrew including his endeavours to fundraise both in school and personally for 
causes close to his heart.  Furthermore Andrew was a governor at the school for 
many years.  

“Andrew will be widely remembered as a dedicated colleague who always put students 
first.  He supported the life of the school is so many ways. He was always held in high 
esteem from colleagues and student alike and he will be sorely missed.” Mr Owen.

We know that many people in our community have attended Longsands and may wish to send a tribute to 
Mr Hynes. If you would like to, please email it to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org and we will be happy to share it 
with his family. Please send your tribute to us by 3 December, thank you.
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YEAR 11 UPDATE
Year 11 Mocks

Congratulations to Year 11 students for successfully completing their mock examinations. Students in Year 11 have 
demonstrated outstanding effort and conduct throughout the last two weeks. We have been thoroughly impressed 
by the positive attitude in which students have approached this challenge, exhibiting high levels of determination 
and resilience. To prepare for these exams, tutors spent time with their tutor group exploring a range of different 
revision techniques and teachers provided subject specific revision guidance during their lessons leading up to the 
exams. Additionally, many students have regularly attended after-school subject clinics, created revision timetables, 
and engaged thoroughly in tutor time revision activities. 

In the lead up to the Christmas holidays, students will be able to gain insight into their performance in these 
examinations, identifying gaps in their knowledge as well as areas of strength. It is hoped that this experience will 
benefit students when it comes to their spring mock examinations. We thank you all your supporting your children 
during this period and look forward to sharing their results on Mock Result Day, Wednesday 9th December.   

A crucial aspect of success in Year 11 is student independence. In order to achieve their full potential, Year 11 
students should continue to utilise all available resources. For support outside of the classroom, students are able 
to attend subject clinics and, in addition to this, we offer an independent study area which runs every day after 
school in A11.   

Year 11 Commemorative items

To mark the occasion of finishing their time here at Longsands, Year 11 students are now able to purchase a leavers 
Hoodie and Commemorative Yearbook. When ordering a hoodie, please ensure you specify the size and colour. 
Personalisation is included in the Hoodie price and can include first name or surname.

Careers

This term, to ensure students are fully equipped to make decisions about their future, Year 11 students have had 
the opportunity to seek advice from a Careers Professional. The interest and engagement in this venture proved 
to be very encouraging with many students taking advantage of one-to-one sessions. The opportunity remains to 
book an appointment should a student wish to talk to someone about their post 16 options. Students are welcome 
to make an appointment via their Form Tutor, Head of Year or by emailing (kate.martindale@astrea-longsands.org).

Year 11 Key Dates

Event Date

Mock Results Day Wednesday 9 December 2020*
Parent Consultation Evening (Virtual) Thursday 10 December 2020
Year 11 Sixth Form application window 11 December 2020 - 8 January 2021
Payment Deadline for Commemorative Items 28 February 2021
Spring Mocks w/c 1 March & 8 March 2021
Progress Review Wednesday 26 Mach 2021
Summer External Exams 26 May - 2 July 2021**
Prom TBC
Year 11 Sixth Form Offer Letters Issued 5 February 2021

*Date change      ** Subject to change/re-scheduling

mailto:kate.martindale%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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YEAR 7 COGNITIVE ABILITIES TESTS (CATs) Last week, Year 7 parents will have received 
individualised reports for their child regarding outcomes from the CATs tests which students took at the beginning 
of September.

Longsands has used these tests for a number of years, most particularly in gaining a feel for the academic potential 
of individuals.  They have been even more useful this year since, of course, the current Year 7s were not allowed to 
take National Curriculum Tests in Year 6.

CAT4 is based on years of research and development. The current edition took five years to develop and the 
involvement of 25,000 students across the UK. It is a well-known assessment tool in schools; teachers value its 
ability to provide an understanding of what a child is capable of rather than defining them by their understanding 
of a body of knowledge in particular subjects.

However, we also recognise that the outcomes from these tests provide only a ‘snapshot’ of how each student 
performed on one day with a particular group of tasks.  It is understood that many students will ultimately perform 
quite differently from the suggested indicators in each report.  The GCSE indicators, in particular, rather mask the 
fact that students who achieved similar scores in these tests ultimately can go on to achieve a very wide range of 
outcomes at GCSE.

Whilst these tests provide a very useful guide for schools, in no way do they limit our ambitions for each child and 
we continue to strive to help every student make the very best of the opportunities available to them throughout 
their time at Longsands.

If you have any queries about the CATs, please do not hesitate to contact Mr Julian Merson, Assistant Principal, 
Assessment and Moderation via julian.merson@astrea-longsands.org

ATTENDANCE Please ensure you contact the school every day if your child is absent unless we are aware 
you are currently isolating.

Your support with your child’s attendance and punctuality is very much appreciated. We are currently running 
several reward programmes to support and encourage excellent attendance and punctuality. Please contact 
absence@astrea-longsands.org or kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org with any questions or concerns relating to 
attendance.

Our whole school attendance is currently 94.7% 

Our weekly attendance is:

Year 7 – 96.6%  our top form is 7AJR both with 99.33%

Year 8 – 95.6% our top forms are 8CSO with 100% 

Year 9 – 94.3% our top form is 9CLG with 99.28%

Year 10 – 93.2% our top form is 10LSG with 100%

Year 11 – 93.6% our top form is 11AFI with 98.62%

Well done to all those tutor groups.
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WHAT PATHWAYS ARE RIGHT FOR ME? This is the great conversations theme for this 
week. Students in Year 7 and 8 will be finding out what pathways will be available to them and will be encouraged to 
research different job sectors. A Personal Development task has been set on Doddle to support and reinforce the 
themes touched on in the assembly: https://youtu.be/geNac2lx5TE

Although the lockdown has impacted our employer engagement strategy, we have worked around this to be able 
to offer students short video clips from local employers. The first in the series has been recorded by Sarah from 
Laing O’Rourke, Sarah attended Longsands Academy as a student and is now supporting our careers programme.  

Students in Years 9-11 have been asked to think more deeply about the correct pathways for them. They have also 
been encouraged to continue researching careers and job sectors using our careers platforms. Students in Year 
11 are already set up on Unifrog and students in Year 10 will be receiving their log in details via email this week. 
Students in year 9 will continue to use Fast Tomato (a reminder that our access code for this is PCMD). We are also 
pleased to be continuing our offer of one to one guidance to support students at key transition points.
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NATIONAL ANTI-BULLYING WEEK We have had a great week raising 
awareness in combating bullying this week.  We kicked it off with Odd Sock Day on Monday 
which was a tremendous success.  It was fantastic to see so many students in odd socks of 
wonderful variety (Mr Powell went with my lucky four-leaf clover and elephant combo, in case 
you were wondering) allowing them to express themselves and celebrate their individuality 
and what makes us all unique.  

As we came to the end of National Anti-Bullying Week, we thanked students for taking part and stamping out 
bullying and shared this video with them.  It is about a British boy who was bullied for his love of musical theatre 
and has managed to turn trouble into triumph by launching an anti-bullying campaign to help other kids stand up 
for themselves. West End stars have joined forces with ten-year-old Anti-Bullying Ambassador Charlie Kristensen to 
release a charity fundraising single You Will Be Found for National Anti-Bullying Week 2020.  Enjoy! #CheerUpCharlie 

In addition, our House Captains are running a competition for an Anti-Bullying Rap! We can’t wait to hear the entries!  

Thank you for your support during this most important week. We do not tolerate bullying at Longsands Academy. If 
you think your child or you know of a chile is being bullied, please do let the Head of Year know. We are always here 
to support all our students and working together we will stamp out bullying for good.
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HOUSE UPDATE We have had a very busy first half term in our new House 
System.  A tremendous effort towards donating items towards the Greece Refugee Camps 
that were devastated by fire started our charitable efforts. These items were very gratefully 
received and will make a true difference to those people affected and we thank you for 
your generosity.  

The House Captains have been busy launching House Competitions to the student body, including an ‘Ode to...’ 
competition around the founding person of the House and now an Anti-Bullying Rap competition! There have 
also been lots of departments running House competitions, including Geography and Geology and Food Tech 
have a wonderful Great Christmas Bake Off competition currently running along with the annual Christmas Card 
Competition. Good luck to all the student who participate - they can find details in the Student Bulletins.

As we enter the run up to Christmas, there will be lost more for students to get involved in so look out for the 
updates. Thank you for your time and support in helping us make this first year of our House System a success, it 
is greatly appreciated.
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USA GOLF SCHOLARSHIP  Huge congratulations to Jessie who, after 
many years of hard work and dedication to the sport, has signed a golf scholarship with 
Ottowa University in Arizona, USA, in conjuction with ProDreamUSA.

This is an incredible achievement and look forward to following Jessie’s future career with 
interest!

Well done Jessie, we are very proud of you.

YEAR
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ROTARY CLUB CREATIVE ARTS COMPETITION Dr Cullen is 
pleased to be able to finally announce the winners of last year’s Rotary Club of St Neots St 
Mary’s Creative Arts competition. The competition winners were due to be announced May/
June 2020, but this was not possible due to various issues related to coronavirus.

The Senior Category winner was Katie W for her story on the topic The Future of Britain

The Senior Category runner up was Harriett T for her artwork on the topic of Isolation

The Junior Category winner was Jack W for his artwork on the topic of Plastic

The Junior Category runner up was Rebecca M for her poem on the topic of plastic

Congratulations to all of the winners and thank you to all of those students who entered the 
competition. 
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COMMUNICATIONS WORKING PARTY Following an invitation to all parents and carers to 
join a Communications Working Party, we are delighted with the response.  Five parents, with a variety of  experience in 
the communications sector and of our school life, have met twice with Mr Owen, Mr Powell and Mrs Hall, along with a 
member of the Local Executive Committee member to look at how the school can improve it’s flow of information and 
dialogue between the Academy and home.  
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KEEPING SAFE As you will be aware, the nights are now drawing in and, if students stay after the end of the 
school day, it can be dark when they are walking home. Following a concern about one of our students being followed 
on their journey home on Friday last week on the way to Love’s Farm, please ask your child to be vigilant when walking 
home. 

If at all possible, students should make their journey home during daylight hours and in a pair or group rather than 
alone. If your child needs to stay behind after the end of the school day then please do make arrangements to collect 
them if at all possible, or ensure they walk home with at least one other student. 

Please also ensure that your child has a plan should they be worried on their journey home. This could be that they call 
someone, or they walk immediately to a place of safety such as a shop, or the railway station ticket office. If your child 
has any concerns about walking home, please ask them to speak to their Student Support Officer in the first instance.
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, 
by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include the methods listed below. To enable us to help 
you as quickly as possible, please only send one message via one means of communication.

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 353535 or text 07581 990899

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

by writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.
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CATERING MENUS The menu for this week (Week B) is:


