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FROM THE PRINCIPAL I hope you and your families were able to enjoy a restful half-term break. As 
we welcome students back, we will be reiterating our Covid control measures with students this week and reviewing 
new Government guidance, as it becomes available, following the Prime Minister’s announcement on Saturday 
about the impending national lockdown. 

In the meantime, please may I ask all parents/carers to ensure their child arrives to school each day with a face 
covering (unless we know of a medical reason why your child should not be wearing one). Face coverings are 
required to be worn by all students when moving through corridors and other internal communal areas, such as 
lunch queues. Face coverings are not required to be worn in classrooms or in outside areas. 

PARENT SURVEY - THE RESULTS We want to thank all of you who took the time to fill in 
parent surveys before your one-to-one chats with your child’s form tutors in our tutor review meetings. Not only did 
this help to raise any specific concerns you may have had - which we tried to address in those calls and with follow 
up actions - but it has also been incredibly useful for the school to see where things are going well and where we 
need to improve.

414 parents of students from Years 7-11 took part and many of the questions were the same as those asked in 
the Ofsted survey back in October 2019 when we had 496 responses. This has allowed us to measure the school 
against last year’s results and see if actions we have put in place over the last 12 months have helped improve 
experiences for both parents/carers and students.

We want to share the findings with you all as well as letting you know some more improvements we intend to make 
based on the feedback from the survey.  

‘My child is happy at this school’: Over 87% of parents/carers responding either agreed or strongly agreed - a 16% 
improvement on 2019

• This improvement is particularly reassuring given the pressures placed on students during lockdown, and the 
stringent social distancing measures currently in place.  We will continue to make sure students emotional wellbeing 
is a key consideration in all we do.

‘My child feels safe at this school’: 93.5% agreed or strongly agreed (12.4% higher than in 2019)

• We were very happy to see so many parents/carers appreciating the health and safety measures taken by the 
school, post-lockdown.

’The school makes sure its students are well behaved’: 75.6% of respondents either agreed or strongly agreed 
(1.2% higher than last year)

• Although we feel that the new, more stringent, behaviour system has had a positive impact in largely eliminating 
low level disruptions in lessons, we are also aware that there are some parents/carers - and students - who have 
concerns with how some interventions, particularly C2s, are used. We are using this feedback, alongside some 
feedback from staff, to adjust the system and more details of this will be sent out within the next fortnight. 

‘The school makes me aware of what my child will learn during the year’: 71.5% agreed or strongly agreed (13.2% 
higher than last year)

• This improvement shows we have had some success with attempts to share the curriculum content. Whilst the 
school continues to publicise curricula and homework online for parents/carers to read, and has also introduced 
Knowledge Organisers for students in Years 7-9, we clearly need to go further in making this information easier to 
access.
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‘The school has high expectations of my child’: 75.8% agreed or strongly agreed (2.2% points lower than in 2019)

• This was the only aspect for which we noted a decline in parental perception over this period.  

• At Longsands we try to strike a careful balance between pushing students to achieve more, and caring for their 
wider wellbeing. However, this feedback shows that we need to reaffirm our commitment to expect the very best 
from our students at all times.

 ‘My child does well at this school’: 84.4% agreed or strongly agreed

• It is pleasing to see a 9.5% increase in positive responses. Parents/carers, quite rightly, have high expectations of 
the school, and a significant proportion agree that their children are achieving well here which has been reflected 
in improving results year-on-year.

‘I would recommend Longsands to another parent’: 87.7% agreed or strongly agreed. 

• This was 22.2% higher than in 2019, and represents the area of greatest improvement. It is heartening to know 
that Longsands is highly regarded by an increasingly high proportion of parents/carers. However, as with all areas, 
we do hope to still improve further on this in next year’s survey

‘The school supports my child’s wider personal development’: 66.2% agreed and this represents an increase of 
14.4% on 2019

• Since the last Ofsted inspection, the school has reviewed and relaunched its Personal Development programme 
with three key strands - Living in the Wider World, Relationships and Health and Wellbeing as well as creating a new 
role of Assistant Principal: Personal Development to oversee all our programmes and source more opportunities 
for our students in this area.  

• In addition, our new House system has been set up to reward and recognise students for being responsible, 
respectful and making a positive contribution to the Academy community and beyond. 

• It is interesting to note that 23.9% responded ‘don’t know’ to this and, alongside the ‘awareness of learning’ aspect 
above, perhaps reflects a continuing responsibility of the school to ensure the contents of the Personal Development 
curriculum and our wider provision are more effectively shared.

‘When I have raised concerns with the school, they have been dealt with properly’: 57.7% of agreed or strongly 
agreed but a large number (32.6%) responded with ‘don’t know’.

• Although this represents a significant improvement of 17% in positive responses on October 2019 we would 
obviously like to see this at a far higher level.  

• We realise that during lockdown there was a large increase in email contact and, in addition, we tried to contact 
all parents/carers by phone at least once during this time. Now we are all becoming more familiar with new ways of 
working during this unprecedented time, we will continue using new technologies to effectively communicate with 
parents/carers and students in the event of any future full or partial school closures.

• We are also setting up a working party with parents/carers this term to look at assessing - and improving - how the 
school communicates with parents/carers which we hope will also help in this area.

Thank you again for your invaluable feedback. We plan to make this parent survey an annual undertaking and 
share the results each time to ensure that we are continually striving for - and measuring - improvements.

PARENT SURVEY - THE RESULTS continued...
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PD: RSE Equality is an important value at Longsands Academy and in wider society. People should be judged 
on their merits and not characteristics outside of their control. Within the PD curriculum we explore equality in 
many forms, and in RSE we look at equality and gender. 

Sometimes we are affected by unconscious biases when we look at people of other genders. We are surrounded 
by gender stereotypes that can be unhelpful and even unhealthy. Some of these include that males must be 
strong and not discuss their feelings, and that females are more domestic or emotional. In this binary narrative, 
transgender, non-binary and gender-neutral people do not feature, and those who do feature are often limited by 
such stereotypes. Furthermore, these stereotypes can affect the way we perceive others. 

In RSE we consider where these characteristics and stereotypes come from – are they inherent in us as humans, or 
are they learned? Click here to watch a video of a study about gender stereotypes. Students are asked to consider 
what impact the toys the babies are offered might have on them as they grow into adults. 

It is important that we are aware of gender stereotypes and gender inequalities that exist so that we can work 
towards a more equal and fair community and society.

LANGUAGE LEADERS Language Leaders 2019-2020 were happy to receive their certificates and 
Language Leaders badges to celebrate all their hard work and efforts in promoting MFL at Longsands and in the 
local community. Bravo! Glückwunsch! 

THE HITLER CONSPIRACIES The History Department are delighted to be able 
to offer students studying History in Year 11 the opportunity to engage with the schools History 
Society. This year, the Society will be focussing on enriching students’ understanding of the GCSE 
content and related history. This is an exciting chance for students to engage with the most up-
to-date historical thinking on the subject. 

Mr Milne will lead the first meeting by looking at Richard Evans’ new book, The Hitler Conspiracies 
and discussing the question “was Germany really stabbed in the back?”. This question is one that 
students encounter early in their Weimar & Nazi Germany studies. 

The first meeting will take place on Wednesday, 4 November 2020, in H3.4 at 1.30pm and it will last for no more 
than 15 minutes. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWu44AqF0iI
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SIXTH FORM ‘GREAT CONVERSATIONS’ This week students 
in Year 12 and 13 will be debating whether “Donald Trump should receive the Nobel 
peace prize”. It will be interesting to see how the current electioneering has impacted on 
students’ views.

MOCK EXAMS Year 13 mock exams have now finished and Mr Walker was 
impressed by the levels of preparation that students showed. Feedback from subject 
teachers will continue this week and assessment information will come home to parents 
at the end of next week.

SIXTH FORM CHARITY WORK THIS HALF-TERM There are two big events for 
students to commit to before Christmas. Next week Dr Cullen will be leading the Year 12 House Captains to organise 
our collections for St Neots Food Bank to see if we can match our outstanding effort of last year when we donated 
185 kg of food for this vital cause. We are awaiting final information about the exact items that they need this year 
and we would be very grateful for any support you are able to give.

Mr Walker is heading up the Sixth Form Movember appeal and already a number of members have staff have 
signed up. We are looking forward to seeing the various manscaping efforts amongst both the Sixth Form and staff.

REVISED ARRANGEMENTS FOR CLASSROOMS We are very aware that the coming 
weeks will require some thought in terms of ventilation in classrooms. Whilst maximising ventilation is important, 
this does need to be balanced with thermal comfort in the colder months. Public Health compliance code qualifies 
the need for ventilation by saying windows should be opened ‘where possible and safe to do so’ and the government 
guidance also says ‘wherever possible’. This means taking all risks into account.

We plan to approach this during the more inclement weather by:

• Asking staff to fully open windows before classrooms are occupied and during breaks / lunches and ensuring 
classroom doors are open to allow free flow of air

• During lessons, fully opening some windows to gain air changes but selecting those that are not directly next to 
pupil’s desks/work areas – for example this could mean the top row of windows open in N block classrooms but the 
bottom row remaining closed during lessons

• Requesting that students dress appropriately for the cooler weather, for example encouraging the use of long 
sleeve shirts, plain white tops under shirts, thick tights or leggings under trousers, uniform jumpers under blazers 
and allowing students to wear their coats in the classroom if appropriate (non-uniform jumpers/hoodies are not 
permitted).

Thank you for your support in ensuring your child is appropriately dressed to sit in a well-ventilated classroom.
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FACE COVERINGS Please make sure that your child has a face covering, and a spare in case theirs breaks. 
If your child is exempt from wearing a face covering, and you haven’t done so already, please do contact the Academy. 

PE NOTICE Please note that your son/daughter’s physical education activity has changed following the October 
half-term break: 

Year 7 and 10:

Boys – Football and HRE 
Girls – Netball and HRE

Year 8 and 9:

Boys – Football and HRE 
Girls – Hockey and HRE

Please ensure your son/daughter has the correct personal protective equipment (PPE) for both football (football boots/
shin-pads) and hockey (shin-pads). This is mandatory PPE as advised by AFPE and National Governing Bodies (The FA 
and England Hockey). A gum-shield is advised for hockey, not mandatory. Netball and Health-Related Fitness (HRE) will 
require normal PE kit (red shirt, black shorts/black tracksuit bottoms, red or white socks and trainers. We’re unable to 
lend PPE or any clothing to students due to COVID. Please note that the mid-year tests in PE for Key Stage 3 will be 
based upon knowledge learnt in HRE. All knowledge is readily available in your son/daughters knowledge organiser 
booklet. 

Please encourage your son/daughter to wear the tracksuit top available on the SWI website. Students are encouraged 
to wear layers during their PE lesson during the next half-term. This can include a skin/thermal base layer, hat and 
gloves. If you have any questions, please contact your son/daughter’s PE teacher.

WEAR A MASK
MY MASK

PROTECTS YOU 

YOUR MASK
PROTECTS ME 

ONLY TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE LIVES
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LONGSANDS TALKS The first ever Longsands Talk was held before the half-term break. It was delivered 
by Dr Modi, a local GP and researcher at Cambridge University. He spoke to students in Years 11-13 about medical 
screening generally, the benefits and drawbacks, as well as his research specifically. The talk was enjoyed enormously 
by the students and is the first in a series of talks. We are greatly looking forward to the next one. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Please support your child in achieving great 
attendance and excellent punctuality. 

Please contact absence@astrea-longsands.org or kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 
with any questions or concerns relating to attendance.

Our whole school attendance is currently 94% 

Our weekly attendance is:

Year 7 – 96.7%  our top form is 7ERM with 99.6%

Year 8 – 95.2% our top forms are 8GXG with 97.81% 

Year 9 – 93.9% our top form is 9NJS with 98.36%

Year 10 – 92.7% our top form is 10PRR with 98.13%

Year 11 – 93% our top form is 11FKM with 100%

Well done to all those tutor groups.

mailto:absence%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
mailto:kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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CATERING MENUS The menu for this week (Week A) is:

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, 
by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include the methods listed below. To enable us to help 
you as quickly as possible, please only send one message via one means of communication.

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 353535 or text 07581 990899

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

by writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.


