
 

October 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We are pleased that the vast majority of students have made a positive start to the new school year. We know that you 
will be aware that the coming months are crucial for your son/daughter, and our staff are working extremely hard to 
ensure that students are as prepared as they can be for their exams, by providing support and guidance to ensure they 
achieve their potential.  
 
At Longsands Academy, we make improving school attendance and punctuality a priority and we are writing to ask that 
you continue to support us by ensuring your son/daughter’s full attendance at school throughout Years 10 and 11. 
Following the national lockdown on March 23rd, it is even more important that students are in school as much as possible, 
to make the most of the available time and teacher expertise on offer prior to their GCSE examinations. 
 
The current advice from Public Health England states that the following are symptoms of coronavirus and you should 
book a coronavirus test if your son/daughter is experiencing any of them:  
 

• A high temperature: any new high temperature where your child feels hot to touch on their chest or back (you 
do not need to measure the temperature)  

• A new continuous cough: coughing a lot for more than an hour, or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 

• A loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste: a noticeable loss of smell or taste or things smell and taste 
different to normal 

 
Your son/daughter does not need to take a coronavirus test if they have any of the following, as these are not normally 
considered to be symptoms of coronavirus and, unless your son/daughter is too unwell, they should attend school as 
normal: 
 

• A runny nose or cold 

• Sneezing  

• Feeling unwell but do not have a temperature, cough, or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste 
 
We have a duty of care, shared by the Local Authority, to challenge poor attendance; especially at this vital point in their 
education. Our expectation is 96%+ attendance for all students. Where possible, medical appointments should be made 
out of school hours and if an appointment is necessary, please ensure that your child attends school before and after the 
appointment; we would not expect a whole day’s absence. It has been shown that missing school does have an impact 
on learning and progress. Good attendance enables students to keep up with the work required of them.  
 
If you should have any concerns surrounding your child’s attendance please do not hesitate to contact us using the 
following email address kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org 
 
Yours sincerely 

      
 
Mrs K Baker   Mr J Milne   Miss K Saunders  
Attendance Manager   Head of Year 10   Head of Year 11 
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