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FROM THE PRINCIPAL As we enter the final week of the first half term of the academic year, I just 
wanted to thank the whole of the Longsands community of parents/carers, staff and students for your support of 
the Academy through these unusual and testing times. We continue to operate in unprecedented circumstances 
and there will be further challenges ahead, but our students continue to impress us with their resilience and 
maturity as they adapt to the new procedures in place. 

COVID-19 UPDATE With coronavirus cases rising sharply in other parts of the country, I do want to ask 
you again for your help in staying vigilant. In particular, please can I remind you that students must self-isolate if 
anyone in their house is displaying symptoms of COVID-19 or waiting for a test result. So for example, if a parent/
carer has any symptoms, the child must also stay at home until the parent/carer has had a negative test - or self-
isolate if the test is positive. Doing this also means we can minimise the risk of infection within the school community. 
It also means that we can trace contacts much more easily, which may mean that instead of closing a full year group 
bubble, we can identify who has had close contact and send a smaller group of students home. I fully appreciate 
having to keep your child at home is difficult, and it certainly doesn’t help that it can take several days to book a test 
and get results. But it is essential as children are less likely to display symptoms of COVID-19 if they are infected.  

Further to government guidelines announced last week, our region has been placed on medium alert. What this 
means is detailed below:
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COVID-19 UPDATE We have added some really useful information, from the Local Authority, about 
recognising Covid-19 and guidance about when to isolate, to our website.

IF YOUR CHILD HAS 
ONE OR MORE OF 

THESE SYMPTOMS

Protect them and others by keeping
them off school. Dial 119 or go to

www.gov.uk/coronavirus to arrange
a test. Your household and child

should self-isolate until you have the
results.

A NEW CONTINOUS COUGH?
A HIGH TEMPERATURE?
COMPLETE LOSS OR
CHANGE OF SMELL OR
TASTE?

Send them to school  
as normal if you feel

they are well
enough.

A RUNNY NOSE? 
SNUFFLES?
SORE THROAT
WITH NO FEVER
OR COUGH?

AT ANY TIME, IF YOUR
CHILD DEVELOPS 

 UNRELATED
SYMPTOMS THAT

WORRY YOU ENOUGH
TO KEEP THEM OFF

SCHOOL 

Contact your GP 
or call NHS 111

CLICK HERE FOR OUR QUICK-
GUIDE FOR PARENTS 

If your child displays unrelated symptoms, such as a runny nose or sore throat, you should act in the same way as you would have done
before the pandemic. This may involve sending your child to school or keeping them at home, depending on the nature and severity of

symptoms. Seek medical advice via your GP or 111 as you normally would. If your child has sickness or diarrhoea they should not return
to school until 48 hours after the last bout of this.

Non-COVID
symptoms:

COVID symptoms:

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/covid-19/
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ASTREA SIXTH FORM ST NEOTS ‘VIRTUAL’ OPEN EVENING The Astrea 
Sixth Form St Neots ‘Virtual’ Open Evening will take place on Thursday 22nd October 2020. The event will be held 
virtually on our website and further details will be released on the day. It is a great opportunity to find out more 
about the wide range of courses and the support on offer and to hear from representatives from each department. 
With over 30 courses to choose from and approximately 360 students on roll, Astrea Sixth Form St Neots is well 
placed to provide you with all that you need for next level qualifications.

Please see below our timeline for applications to the Sixth Form and if you should have any questions or further 
information please email info@astreasixthformstneots.org.

ASTREA SIXTH FORM ST NEOTS
YEAR 11 into Year 12 

Sixth Form Admission Timeline 

YOUR ROUTE TO ACADEMIC SUCCESS
Join our large and vibrant Sixth Form and choose from an exciting range 

 of courses and opportunities to shape your future

PROSPECTUS
 2021 - 2023

22 October 2020 
Information events to Longsands & Ernulf Year 11 students
‘Virtual’ Open Evening and prospectus launch
A chance to find out what is on offer and how we can help you

4 December 2020 
Year 11: Progress Review
A chance to talk to your teachers about what subjects are like in the Sixth Form

10 December 2020 
Mock Results Day and Parents Consultations
A key source of information about whether you are on track for Sixth Form study

by Friday 5 February 2021 
Initial offers (including subjects) sent home
Congratulations – you’ve secured a place with us!

Monday 6 July 2021
Transition Day 
A chance to try out your new subjects

Friday 11 December 2020 - 8 January 2021 
Apply online 
Now that you have all the information you need, you are ready to apply

https://www.astreasixthformstneots.org/
mailto:info%40astreasixthformstneots.org?subject=
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FACE COVERINGS Please make sure that your child has a face covering, and a spare in case theirs breaks. 
If your child is exempt from wearing a face covering, and you haven’t done so already, please do contact the Academy. 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH October is Black History month and to recognise this the History department 
has put together an assembly for all year groups which highlights the fact that Black history is British history and is 
not separate from it. We have drawn attention to such characters as John Blanke, Mary Seacole, and Claudia Jones, 
highlighting that Black history is a history of Britain itself. If you would like to learn more about this, we based our 
assembly heavily on David Olusoga’s book ‘Black and British’.

WEAR A MASK
MY MASK

PROTECTS YOU 

YOUR MASK
PROTECTS ME 

ONLY TOGETHER CAN WE SAVE LIVES
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL As part of our commitment 
to Personal Development, Longsands will be supporting the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

From Wednesday 21 October until Friday 23 October, we will be making poppies available for 
students to buy in a Covid-secure manner. Poppies will be taken to each form group during 
tutor times where their contributions can be placed directly into the collection boxes.  Please 
do talk to your child about whether they would like to support the appeal and remind them to 
bring in a contribution if they do (please note, no change can be given).

There will be further opportunities to buy a poppy, again during tutor time, when we return from our half term 
break.  During the week of 9 November our ‘Great Conversations’ Assembly will be focussed on why Remembrance 
is significant. Students can wear their poppies in the lead up to Remembrance Day on 11th November. Thank you 
in anticipation of your support for this cause.

WINNING 60th ANNIVERSARY LOGO DESIGN During the 
summer term a competition was held to design a logo for the Academy’s 60th anniversary.

Matylda created a striking design which is a fusion of a former Longsands logo and our 
current design.  

The logo, which features a bold ‘60’, will be a feature for the many events and activities 
being held throughout this academic year to mark this momentous year.  

Well done Matylda, you should be very proud of your winning design.  

JESUS COLLEGE VISIT On Monday of last week, around 
30 of our Year 11s attended a live webinar put on for Longsands by Jesus 
College, University of Cambridge.  The talk covered information about 
A-Level choices and Higher Education and what factors students should 
consider when making their decisions. It also gave an overview of why 
students might want to go to university and what universities look for in a 
competitive application.

Longsands and the St Neots Sixth Form Astrea have strong links with 
Jesus College, with Year 13 students attending residentials there and Year 
12s applying for Oxbridge and Medical School accessing feedback on their personal statements from experts at 
the college before submitting them to UCAS. This has supported excellent outcomes in students getting places at 
Oxford, Cambridge and for Medical Schools in the last few years. We are delighted to have been able to extend this 
link into Year 11.

15% OFF SCHOOL JUMPERS We’re offering parents 15% off all school jumpers and cardigans as 
we know it’ll be vital for students to keep warm at school. Now that sufficient ventilation in classrooms are integral 
for keeping classrooms Covid-Secure, students will need warmer uniform as we come into the colder months. SWI 
have advised us that until 30 October 2020 there is 15% off the price of school jumpers. Full details can be found 
via https://www.swischoolwear.co.uk/promotions/staywarm-knitwear using code ‘staywarm’.

https://www.swischoolwear.co.uk/promotions/staywarm-knitwear
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NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY REMINDERS This week, the National Online Safety group 
have published guidance on the anonymous messaging network ‘Tellonym’. From stranger danger to online bullying 
concerns, this guide for parents/carers is really helpful. 
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ATTENDANCE We know that lots of families may have holidays booked in 
October half term. The current list of countries that have travel corridors with the UK 
and where an isolation period is not needed on their return can be found here.  

If a student returns from one of the destinations not on this list, they will be required 
to isolate for 14 days and not attend school. Work packs will be provided for these students for them to complete 
at home.

If you are taking a holiday during half term and you need to isolate upon your return please contact our Attendance 
Manager kelly.baker@astrea-longsands.org with confirmation of your travel details. If your child is eligible for 
free school meals, please include this information in your email. Please be reminded the government message 
continues to be against ‘all but essential’ international travel. Please bear in mind this is the advice at the moment 
but if anything changes between now and half term we will send updated guidance.

Our whole school attendance is currently 94.28% 

Our weekly attendance is:

Year 7 – 96.8%  our top form is 7ERM with 99.6%

Year 8 – 95.3% our top forms are 8GXG with 98.54% 

Year 9 – 93.6% our top form is 9MTL with 98.46%

Year 10 – 92.6% our top form is 10PRR with 95.15%

Year 11 – 92.6% our top form is 11JSB with 98.5%

Well done to all those tutor groups.

PD: HEALTH and WELLBEING In the Student Bulletin we have shared details of ‘how to keep safe’ 
with students as noted below. We would also urge parents/carers to check your child’s presence on social media and 
to be sure that you are happy with what they are viewing/posting online:

With the half-term holiday approaching, it’s worth thinking about how you can stay safe and minimise risky behaviour.

Think about behaviour and consequences: This can help you learn to work out how much risk is involved in different 
situations. For example, you might think, ‘There are going to be times when it’s really hard to say no to drugs, but I know 
how bad they are for my health and other parts of my life. I really hope I can stay strong’.

Working out agreed rules: If you work with your parents on rules and consequences for breaking them, you can show 
you are responsible and understand where the boundaries lie. Your parents are going to want to keep you safe, so 
work with them.

Talking about values: Knowing what’s important to your family will help you develop responsibility and personal values. 
Demonstrating strong values will set a good influence for others around you.

Let someone know where you are: Someone knowing where you are can help protect you. You should always let 
someone know where you’re going to be and if plans change.

Stay safe online: Don’t post any personal information online – like your address, email address or mobile number. 
Think carefully before posting pictures or videos of yourself. Once you’ve put a picture of yourself online most people 
can see it and may be able to download it, it’s not just yours anymore.

mailto:Kelly.baker%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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CATERING MENUS The menu for this week (Week B) is:

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, 
by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include the methods listed below. To enable us to help 
you as quickly as possible, please only send one message via one means of communication.

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 353535 or text 07581 990899

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

by writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.


