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FROM THE PRINCIPAL I would like to welcome you all back to the start of the Autumn Term. I hope 
you managed to have some sort of break over the summer. 

As you know, the Government has made clear that all children should return to school from the start of the school 
year, and I want to reassure you that we have put in place extensive arrangements to ensure we are making school 
as safe as we possibly can. Please do take the time to read with your child the ‘Welcome Back’ information booklet 
which was sent last week.  We will continue to keep our detailed risk assessments under review and should any of 
our arrangements change, we will let you know straight away. All of our decisions continue to focus on the safety 
and wellbeing of our students and our staff. 

Thank you for your ongoing support to Longsands. As ever, if you have any questions please do get in touch.

FIRST DAY OF TERM We start the week by having 2 staff professional development days on Tuesday 
1st and Wednesday 2nd September.

Please be reminded that we have staggered the first day back at school for each year group as follows:

• Thursday 3rd September:  Year 7 only

• Friday 4th September:  Years 11, 12 and 13 return (Year 7 also in school)

• Monday 7th September:  All students in school

FINAL REMINDER FOR NEW YEAR 7 STUDENTS We are really looking forward 
to meeting our new Year 7 students on Thursday 3rd September either at 8.15am breakfast club in N block, or at 
8.40am outside the Sports Hall.
We would encourage students to please remember to put the following into your school bag:
• Enough water for the day
• A snack for breaktime
• A packed lunch or money to purchase food (unless your child is in receipt of free school meals)
• A padlock
• Black or blue pens (at least two)
• HB Pencils (at least two)
• 30cm Ruler
• Rubber
• Green pen for correcting work
• Coloured pencil crayons
• Highlighter pens
• Protractor
• Pair of compasses

• Scientific calculator - Casio FX85GTX (solar/battery powered) or FX83GTX (battery powered)

There is no need to bring PE kit on the first day. If you have any questions prior to Thursday, please email our Head 
of Year 7, Mrs V Parsons (victoria.parsons@astrea-longsands.org)
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NEW STAFF JOINING LONGSANDS ACADEMY Once again, we have enjoyed an 
effective recruitment cycle, and are delighted to introduce the following members of staff who will join us at the start 
of this academic year. We know that all will be made to feel most welcome by the entire Longsands community and 
we look forward to welcoming them to the Longsands staff:

Mrs Amaya-Taylor  Teacher of MFL

Mr Brady  Site Officer 

Mrs Bugain   Teacher of MFL

Mr Elliot  Assistant Principal - SEND and Inclusion

Mr Fraser  Teacher of Maths

Miss Hyde  Teaching Assistant (Drama)

Miss Little  First Aid Officer

Mrs Maalouf  Teaching Assistant (Maths)

Miss Marsland  Teacher of Science

Miss Remfry  Teacher of English

Mrs Stevenson  Teacher of English

Mr Young  Site Officer

SENIOR LEADERSHIP CHANGES I wish to announce the structure of the Senior Leadership 
of Longsands for this academic year which have arisen from both staff leaving and some leadership team 
re-structuring.

Mr N D Owen  Principal      

Mrs C Greaney  Vice Principal     

Mr J Merson  Assistant Principal (Assessment and Moderation)

Miss D Gordon  Assistant Principal (Curriculum and Professional Development)

Mr A Lesurf   Assistant Principal (Pastoral)

Mr J Powell  Assistant Principal (Personal Development)

Mr J Elliot  Assistant Principal (SEND and Inclusion)

Mr M Taylor  Director of Astrea Sixth Form    

ACCEPTABLE USE OF DISTANCE LEARNING AGREEMENT (September 2020)

All parents/carers should have received the Acceptable Use of Distance Learning Agreement to complete 
electronically. This is compulsory for all students. Please can all parents/carers complete this before the 4 September 
2020. 
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FACE COVERINGS As shared in the ‘Welcome Back’ information booklet sent last week, to further 
complement all other protective measures in place to reduce the risk of transmitting the infection, and to provide 
additional reassurance to staff and students, it is strongly recommended that students wear face coverings in 
communal areas where social distancing cannot be adequately maintained. Students may find the following 
guidance useful. 

A face covering should:

• cover your nose and mouth while allowing you to breathe comfortably

• fit comfortably but securely against the side of the face

• be secured to the head with ties or ear loops

• be made of a material that you find to be comfortable and breathable, such as cotton

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric (the World Health Organisation recommends three depending on the 
fabric used)

• unless disposable, it should be able to be washed with other items of laundry according to fabric washing 
instructions and dried without causing the face covering to be damaged

When wearing a face covering you should:

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face 
covering on

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be contaminated 
with the virus

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it

When removing a face covering:

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing

• only handle the straps, ties or clips

• do not give it to someone else to use

• if single-use, dispose of it carefully in a residual waste bin and do not recycle

• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the fabric

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed

• if the material is washable, wash in line with manufacturer’s instructions. If it’s not washable, dispose of it carefully 
in your usual waste

• when wearing a face covering, avoid touching your face or face covering, as you could contaminate them with 
germs from your hands.

• change your face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it.
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SIXTH FORM RETURN TO SCHOOL We are looking forward to welcoming students from 
Year 12 and Year 13 back to school on Friday 4th September with the following arrangements:

Year 12

Students should arrive shortly after 8.30 , ready to be in form rooms for 8.45. There will be a socially distanced 
assembly in the Ritchie Hall split into two half year groups as set out below;

8.55 12SWB 12LM 12AJH 12CB

9.20 12KAS 12MDP 12CLS 12 MPS

Year 13

Students should go to their form rooms for 8.45 and will spend the first hour with tutors.

All lessons will be as normal from period 2 at 9.45. Timetables (and tutor groups for Year 12) will be emailed to all 
students before their return on Friday. Students should bring the usual complement of stationery and equipment 
and should bring completed Summer transition work to their first lesson

WHAT TO DO IF A CASE OF COVID IS CONFIRMED AT HOME We ask that 
you only send your child into school if they are well. If they have any of the Covid symptoms (a high temperature, a 
new, continuous, cough or a loss of taste or smell) then they should not come into school and you should arrange 
for them to be tested. Anyone coming into contact with someone with COVID should self-isolate for 14 days.

NEW CATERERS We are delighted to introduce Taylor Shaw as our new caterers at Longsands. 


