
LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 6 July 2020                                               (Week B)

LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

FROM THE PRINCIPAL Thank you for supporting another week of learning, both in the Academy 
and remotely. The plans for Year 10 and 12 provision continue to work well in practice and we are pleased that 
our attendance for these sessions is so much higher than is the case nationally. Thank you also for continuing to 
support the completion of remote learning work at home. We want to encourage students to work hard for the final 
two weeks of term and be ready for the new academic year in September. To further support this, over the next two 
weeks all students in years 7, 8 and 9 will be given the opportunity to take part in a Review Meeting with a member 
of staff. The main purpose of the meeting is to help us to ascertain where the students are in terms of their well-
being, self-esteem and engagement with remote learning.

Government guidance regarding September is now coming through and as an Academy we are currently exploring 
this. We will share as much detail as we can shortly.

Ofqual have now published a consultation regarding their plans for next year’s exam season for current Year 10 and 
12 students, which seems to suggest that they will run as planned with some alterations. There is also consideration 
of a delayed exams series which may take place in June/July 2021, rather than beginning in May. However, please 
do be advised that all of the above is currently proposed for discussion, rather than a confirmed plan. The Ofqual 
consultation document can be found HERE This document is open to parents/carers and students to comment on, 
and details of how to respond can be found in the link to the document above. 

I can confirm that the Academy will not routinely open during the summer holidays, although we are going to 
be incredibly busy preparing for results days for BTECs, GCSE and A levels, in addition to the necessary site and 
logistical preparations for September. The Department of Education have supported this approach by explaining 
that they will not be asking any schools to provide additional provision during the holidays. Therefore, Friday 17th 
July will be our last day of in school provision for key worker and vulnerable students. Remote learning will also 
cease on this date. It is important that students, parents/carers and staff all take the opportunity for a break over 
the summer period. Students in exam years in September will be set some summer curriculum work in order to 
support their academic transition. Information about this will be sent separately to parents/carers of students in 
Year 9, 10 and 12.

HOUSES Calling all parents/carers! It isn’t too late to cast your vote to 
help decide on the names of our new Houses at Longsands.

So far we have received approximately 350 votes from parents/carers and 
we know we can increase this even more. 

Simple turn on your smartphone camera and point it at the QR code. This 
will take you directly to the voting page. 

There is a different code for students to use to register their vote, this has 
been sent to them in the Student Bulletin.

Thank you for taking the time to support us.  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/897137/Consultation_on_proposed_changes_to_the_assessment_of_GCSEs__AS_and_A_levels_in_2021_020620.pdf
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FREE SCHOOL MEALS VOUCHERS As you may already be aware, we have been running a 
voucher system to ensure that eligible families were able to purchase essential groceries during the recent school 
closures. The Department for Education is now offering a Covid Summer Food Fund for those in receipt of free 
school meals, which will provide £105 supermarket vouchers for each eligible child.

Your child may be eligible for free school meals if any of the following apply to you: 

• Income Support 
• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance 
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 
• Support under part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 
• The guarantee element of State Pension Credit 
• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income         
 of no more than £16,190) 
• Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
• Universal Credit - if you apply on or after 1 April 2018 your household income must be less than £7,400 a  
 year (after tax and not including any benefits you get) 
• The parent of a child who I have adopted from care 
• The parent of a child who lives with me under a Special Guardianship Order made on or after 30th   
 December 2005.

If your child is not in receipt of free school meals and one of the statements above apply, then we would encourage 
you to submit an application.  

The government deadline for claiming from the Covid Summer Food Fund is fast approaching so we would ask 
that if you would like to apply you do so as soon as possible. Please contact Gavin Walsh, School Business Manager 
before the deadline of Wednesday 8 July 2020 via gavin.walsh@astrea-longsands.org for further information and 
assistance with making an application. 

‘CHAT HEALTH’ IS HERE TO HELP Chat Health remains open to support young people 
aged 11-19 during the Covid-19 restrictions. Young people can text 07490 635 443 to receive advice support 
and information on a range of health issues such as emotional health and wellbeing, self-harm, anxiety, health 
relationships, bullying and internet safety, health eating, active lifestyles and substance misuse. 

WEEKLY STUDENT BULLETIN Please encourage your 
son/daughter to read the weekly Student Bulletin that we have emailed to 
them.

The Student Bulletin contains lots of advice, guidance, challenges and 
general information from your child’s teachers and pastoral teams and is a 
good way for them to remain ‘in touch’ with the school.

mailto:gavin.walsh%40astrea-longsands.org%20?subject=
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CERN Last week, the Science Department was lucky enough to host a video conferencefrom CERN (The 
European Organisation for Nuclear Research), the organisationbest known for hitting the headlines a few years ago 
with their search for and discovery of the elusive Higgs Boson.

Students were given an excellent and informative presentation about the history and ongoing mission of the CERN 
organisation, covering topics from the history of particle physics, to the search for Dark Matter, to the politics and 
engineering involved in building their famous 27km long particle accelerator.

Testimonials from students that attended were that: “The tour itself was mesmerising, taking us on a step by step 
guide of the CERN facility and their research. Delving into particle physics and the fundamental laws of physics has 
created so many questions from me and my classmates” and that “Our tour guide from CERN was just amazing and 
really informative. We might have not been able to physically go to CERN but he made it seem as if we were there 
learning about the Hadron Collider that smashes sub atomic particles at the speed of light and the ATLAS detector. 
A virtual glimpse of life at CERN is not one I’ll forget in a hurry!”

The presentation is available to watch on youtube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPeedacc5_Y&feature=youtu.be 
and is well worth a watch, in the words of one student “Would 100% recommend to anyone else taking A Level 
Physics or even if you aren’t!”. 

Longsands ordinarily runs trips to tour the research facility and see the Large Hadron collider in person and we 
hope to be able to do this again next year, and this presentation has hopefully inspired more students to take up 
this opportunity.

PD: RSE As part of our Relationships and Sex Education at Longsands, we talk about consent. Many people 
consider that consent is only relevant to sexual interactions, but the truth is that we use consent all the time; when 
we borrow something, when we ask someone to do something with us, when we agree to something or when we 
don’t. Lots of people understand consent as ‘no means no’, but it may be more useful to consider that only yes 
means yes. 

Consent, at it’s most basic level, is giving someone permission to do something. Consent needs to be freely given 
by all people and can be revoked at any time, meaning the interaction must stop. It can be given (or not) verbally, by 
saying ‘yes’ or ‘no’, or physically, through cues in body language that show comfort or discomfort. Above all, consent 
always needs to be clear and enthusiastic. This means that if there is hesitation, or responses are not clear yeses 
(for example, ‘maybe’, ‘erm’, or ‘we could?’), then consent has not been enthusiastically given. Feel free to have a 
look at this consent game (which features in the student bulletin) to explore what some responses might mean. It 
shows how sometimes people don’t feel confident enough to say ‘no’, but we must remember: only yes means yes.

For older students in school, we use this video to explain how easy it can be to understand consent. It was created 
by the Thames Valley Police as a resource for local communities, but has been widely used in consent education 
since. It relates directly to sex and sexual assault, but the same idea can be applied to any interaction we request 
from other people. 

A good understanding of consent leads to healthy interactions in life, enabling our young people to make good 
decisions and stay safe. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qPeedacc5_Y&feature=youtu.be
http://teentalk.ca/consentgame/#prettyPhoto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZwvrxVavnQ
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ASTREA SIXTH FORM ST NEOTS UPDATES 
Year 11 Enrolment
Despite not being able to run our annual transition day in July, we have 
not forgotten about our new applicants who will all receive a welcome 
phone call this week from a member of the Sixth Form team.

Letters went out last week to give students the day and time slot for 
their call (which will be on the home phone number) and we are excited 
to learn more about their progress with subject transition work which 
was set at the beginning of June. Dr Cullen will be the Head of Year 12 
and he will send out a separate communication in the final week of term 
with a helpful guide to ‘Life in the Sixth Form’. We are all excited at the 
prospect of working with our new students from September.

Year 12 Support
Students in Year 12 have benefited greatly from live tutorials using Microsoft Teams. Attendance has been excellent 
and staff and students alike have enjoyed the opportunity to engage in discussion about subject content and to 
ensure that the work done over the last 3 months has been consolidated.

In the final week of term there is an opportunity for Year 12 students to have further face to face meetings with the 
Sixth Form team to address any concerns they may have going into the Summer break. There are already over 50 
students who have taken this opportunity and further invitations will follow.

Year 13
We have continued to be in contact with our departing Year 13s throughout the lockdown period and the great 
news is that every single student has secured the Post-18 destination of their choice. 68% (127 students) intend to 
go to University, with 20% of students taking an apprenticeship or going into employment. Just over 10% of students 
are taking a gap year, with the majority of these also holding a University place. 

DODDLEPlease be reminded that we 
use Doddle as our online learning platform. 
You can see the homework that is due 
now, and any overdue homework. You can 
also see all the homework your child has 
submitted on Doddle throughout the year, 
and the marks they have achieved for the 
quizzes they have taken. You’ll have the full 
picture of what your child needs to do at 
home, and you can access this on the go, as 
Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or 
tablet. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.
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NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY This week’s National Online Safety guide provides tips for parents/
carers on protecting ‘Personal Data’. We would encourage parents/carers to discuss these issues with students. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in 
writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the 
first instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of 
Academy staff.

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD HAS 
FORGOTTEN THEIR SCHOOL EMAIL 
PASSWORD?
If your child needs a password change, for example their 
email, doddle or GCSEpod, go to the Academy website 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ 
or find it using the instructions below:

1. Go to the Students menu and select ‘Log ins’, then Student Password Reset.

2. To reset your child’s email password complete the form as 
described below.  For GCSEpod, Doddle and all other resources 
use the information at the bottom of the webpage.

• The student will need to fill in the form with their details.

• Their Student ID is their login number for school.

• Once sent, the IT team will make a new temporary password 
that will be emailed to the registered email address of their 
parent/carer.

• They will then need to change this password and we would recommend they make a note of it in a safe place 
or write down clues to help them remember.

Once they log in, your child will be taken to this screen 
to enter their password.

Please can we ask that your child takes care when they are composing an email, we have put together some ‘email 
etiquette guidance’ that we recommend students read before sending an email:

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ 

