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FROM THE PRINCIPAL As we look towards the end of an academic year like no other, I would like 
to begin this final Principal Weekly Bulletin by thanking all students, parents/carers and staff. The past few months 
in particular have been very difficult. We appreciate everything you have done as parents/carers for your child at 
home. Your continued support for the Academy is much appreciated. At the end of a very busy and successful 
academic year, I would like to thank students for their hard work and achievements so far. As the Prime Minister 
said on Friday in his address to school leavers, ‘your generation has come of age facing a challenge like no other 
generation before you’. I would also like to thank the staff for their dedication and commitment. When lockdown 
first occurred I shared Seamus Heaney’s quote which seemed more fitting than ever, ‘If we winter this one out, we 
can summer anywhere.’ As we move in to the summer and the good weather coincides with the opportunities to 
socialise more widely as ‘lockdown’ eases, I hope that all our school community enjoy the summer holidays, rest well 
and make sure they are refreshed and re-energised ready to start again in September.

While this will be the last Principal’s Weekly Bulletin of the academic year, it will not be our last communication with 
you before the break. Please look out for a comprehensive package of information to give you as clear a picture as 
possible of how Longsands will look for your child in September.

SEPTEMBER OPENING As you will be aware, the Government has now begun to further relax some 
of the Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. The Department for Education announced that all schools will re-open for all 
students from the beginning of September. This decision has been driven by a decrease in the number of Covid-19 
cases, together with the “test and trace” system now being up and running. Public Health England has also made 
clear that the risk to children continues to be low.

A significant amount of guidance about the safe operation of schools was released at the same time. We are 
currently working through the final details of this and will be in touch again before the end of term setting out what 
this means for our Academy and our students. This will cover as far as possible:

• How classes will operate

• Hygiene arrangements

• Travel arrangements to and from the Academy

• Breakfast and after school clubs

• Arrangements in the event that a student/students or staff have a confirmed case of Covid-19

• Remote learning arrangements, if the need arises.

 The Government has also made clear that attendance will be mandatory for all students from the start of the new 
term. When school resumes in September we will be providing a full curriculum, with all classes running as normal 
and no reduction in teaching time.

For students currently in Years 11 and 13, we will be writing again before the end of the term with arrangements 
for results day.

We will be carrying out detailed risk assessments of the Academy prior to the start of the new school year and will 
be sharing our plans for full re-opening with the teaching unions.

As ever, all of our decisions will focus on the safety and wellbeing of our students and our staff. Alongside this we 
are committed to a renewed sense of academic rigour upon return of all students.

These continue to be challenging times, but I want to reassure you that we will be doing everything we can to make 
the school as safe as it possibly can be for our whole school community.
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YEAR 11 AND YEAR 13 As already mentioned above, arrangements for Results Day will be sent in a 
separate letter to parents/carers in Year 11 and 13. It is our intention to continue to ensure that all students are 
supported in making appropriate choices for next year. 

Please see this poster from Ofqual which serves as a a reminder about the process undertaken in arriving at Centre 
Assessed Grades this summer.

Centre assessment grade based on evidence 
of performance

Position in rank order of students on that grade

Grade A

For each student for each subject

Exam Board

Homework

Other relevant 
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A

Statistical standardisation

What results might the school or college be most likely 
to achieve given the following?
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compared to previous years

• the school or college results in recent years

For example 
A level geography
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Rank order
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Ofqual/20/6614/4

WEEKLY STUDENT BULLETIN Please encourage your 
son/daughter to read the weekly Student Bulletin that we have emailed to 
them.

The Student Bulletin contains lots of advice, guidance, challenges and 
general information from your child’s teachers and pastoral teams and is a 
good way for them to remain ‘in touch’ with the school.
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THE NEW HOUSE SYSTEM AT LONGSANDS 

After a process stretching over several weeks, we have considered over two-hundred names suggested by students, 
staff and parents/carers as nominations for House names. These suggestions were then curated into categories 
and put to a referendum asking all members of the school community to vote for their favourite five names.  

The winning category (by some margin), was category ‘D’.  As a result, we are very pleased to announce that our new 
Houses will be (along with their colour):

Overall Result

A B C D E F G Total
Combined Vote 143 202 204 281 187 90 92 1199
 Percentage 11.9% 16.8% 17.0% 23.4% 15.6% 7.5% 7.7% 100.0%

       

All staff at Longsands are now a member of one of the five Houses and in September students will learn their 
House identity (all students across Years 7-13).  There will be two forms in each Year group (7-11) assigned to each 
House.  The sixth form will be mixed between the Houses.  The new system will not necessitate mixing of students 
within current tutor groups and it will in no way affect setting of students within the curriculum, however, in order 
to achieve this, siblings may find themselves in different Houses.  

Once every five weeks, a House will assemble together for celebratory achievements and House notices. Each 
House will be led by a Year 12 House Captain, a Year 11 Prefect Vice-Captain and a Year 9 Student Leader Assistant 
House Captain.  They will also form part of restructured Student Council that will have representatives across all 
forms in Years 7-10.  

We are now working on a series of extra-curricular competitions, designed to bring out skills and the application of 
knowledge across all subject areas. Participation in these activities will earn House Points, as will hard work, acts of 
kindness and general student accomplishments and personal bests. The House with the most points at the end of 
the academic year will win the House Cup.  

We are very excited to have (once again), a House system at Longsands and look forward to incorporating it into 
our Longsands 60th celebrations.  Thank you for taking part in this process, you voted in high numbers and we very 
much appreciate your involvement in this important process of your child’s school. 

Austen
Darwin

Hawking
Seacole
Turing
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TRANSITION WORK FOR YEAR 10 INTO YEAR 11 This week, Year 10 to 11 transition 
work will go live for Year 10. The work consolidates Year 10 content and/or prepares students for the learning of 
new topics in Year 11. Students should complete this work over the summer holidays. Please note that it should be 
completed by 31st August, when the work will be removed from Doddle.

The work will be set on Doddle by subject teachers this week and will also be detailed in the Year 10 to 11 Transition 
Booklet, available to all parents/carers via the Academy website. Please encourage your child to complete this work 
to the best of his/her ability to ensure he/she is well-prepared to start the new academic year in September.

The Year 10 to Year 11 transition work will be uploaded here https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/summer-
progress-work/year-10-into-11/ - please note until the work has been uploaded the date will show for last year.

RAISING ASPIRATIONS: APPLYING FOR MEDICAL SCHOOL On Wednesday, 
Mr Ivett and Ms Bell held an online meeting for our Year 12 students who are considering applying for medical school.  
Ex student Robbie Leigh, currently in his second year studying medicine at Nottinham, shared his experiences of 
studying medicine and his tips for making a UCAS application as strong as possible. He explained the different 
models of delivery for medicine courses around the country and how this linked to his experiences at Nottingham.  
Robbie has just got a First at the end of his second year and remarkably has already contributed to research that 
is leading towards a published academic paper. It was a real pleasure to hear how much he is enjoying his course 
and university life. 

Three of our current Year 13 are offer holders for medical school (Zeena H - dentistry at King’s College London, 
Georgia B - medicine at University of East Anglia and Daniel B - medicine at Keele) and they did a superb job of 
explaining to the younger students how they had gone about preparing for the tough entrance exams and what 
work experience, volunteering and extra learning they had done over the last 18 months.  We looked at some UCAT 
entrance test questions together and Zeena, Georgia and Daniel showed us just how tough the timings in the test 
will be and how much practice they had to do to increase their response rate and accuracy. Five of our Year 12s are 
considering applying for medicine, dentistry or veterinary science and to hear recent students sharing their wealth 
of experience and success was very inspiring indeed.  

LOCKERS We are in the process this week of emptying the final three tutor group lockers. JAB are for collection 
today, JVL tomorrow and finally SSH on Wednesday. If you have missed your child’s tutor group day for collection, 
please collect their belongings as soon as possible. If you haven’t sent details of the locker combination and location 
and missed the deadline to do so for your child’s tutor group, please send this to ks3.behaviour@astrea-longsands.org 
by 9am on Wednesday morning. Equally, if your child was allocated a locker for a specific reason and they are not 
in Year 7, please also email details in by 9am on Wednesday. We will then ensure that the contents of these lockers 
are placed in reception for collection on Thursday.

We regret that if we haven’t heard from parents by Wednesday at 9am we will cut padlocks off all the remaining 
lockers on Thursday 16th July. Where we can identify the owner, we will contact parents for collection on Friday. If 
we cannot identify the contents both the padlock and contents of the locker will be disposed of. Given the current 
pandemic it is imperative that the Academy is clean and clutter free for September and therefore we have no facility 
to be able to store these items. If you aren’t able to make it by the end of term to collect your child’s belongings, 
please contact us at the email address above and we will make an alternative arrangement. If we don’t hear from 
you we will dispose of all remaining locker contents on Friday 17th July.

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/summer-progress-work/year-10-into-11/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/pupils-too/summer-progress-work/year-10-into-11/
mailto:ks3.behaviour%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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STAFF FAREWELLS Many congratulations to Mrs West on her retirement this summer. Mrs West 
joined Longsands as a teacher of English in 2004. As many of you will know, she is a wonderful teacher and we are 
grateful for all that she has done to support students at Longsands and to inspire in them a love of English. We 
would like to wish Mrs West all the very best for a happy and fulfilling retirement.

We are also saying farewell to Ms Royal, Mr Mellors, Miss Huggins, Miss Osbourne, Mr Denham and Ms Matthews, all 
of whom are all moving on to new schools at the end of term. We are grateful to these colleagues for all their work 
at Longsands and we wish them every success for the future.

CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND SOCIAL CARE – SEE, HEAR, RESPOND! 
See, Hear, Respond is a new service developed by Barnardo’s and a group of national and local community-
based organisations across England to fill the widening gap for children, young people, parents and carers who 
are experiencing crisis during COVID-19.   From June to 31st October 2020 it will work with schools and other 
agencies to find those children who are hidden from view; who are not receiving support currently from statutory 
organisations and those who are at risk and/or experiencing adverse impact to their health and wellbeing. The 
service is open to any child who does not have other support networks at this time who you are concerned about. 
There is no threshold of need or harm that has to be reached to receive a service.   Contact 0800 157 7015 / https://
www.barnardos.org.uk/see-hear-respond

Working with their partners they aim to reduce the likelihood of harm and ensure other support and protective 
networks are in place using:

• Online digital support, including advice and information, online counselling and a telephone helpline

• Face to face interventions, such as support for groups at risk outside the home and one to one support 

• Reintegration into education, including assessments and the delivery of support pathways back to education 

The See, Hear, Respond Support Hub

As well as the above services, there are also a number of resources that have been developed to help support you 
and your family. Click the following link for more details: See, Hear, Respond Support Hub

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: ADVICE AND GUIDANCE ON POST 
16 OPTIONS Last week the Academy ran a virtual ‘Post16/18 Pathways event’ helping students in Year 
10 to gather reliable and impartial information about their post 16 choices. A number of external organisations 
contributed to the event, including, Cambridge Regional College and AIM Apprenticeships. All the information can 
be found on Doddle.  We will be uploading the videos to the careers section of the Academy’s website, along with a 
useful parent/carer guide produced to support the event. Although the event was aimed at Year 10, it is never too 
early for students to start considering and researching the pathways that are open to them.

A reminder that we encourage students to make use of the following careers platforms: https://www.unifrog.org, 
https://chas.careersoft.co.uk/jed/ and https://www.fasttomato.com/

https://www.barnardos.org.uk/see-hear-respond
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/see-hear-respond
https://www.barnardos.org.uk/support-hub
https://www.unifrog.org
https://chas.careersoft.co.uk/jed/
https://www.fasttomato.com/
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GCSEPOD We are delighted with the 
engagement of GCSEPod in June. Within Astrea, 
Longsands was the school with the most usage!

Well done to all students who are using GCSEPod 
as part of their preparation for their GCSE studies, 
both in Year 10 and Year 9. 

If you are parent/carer of a child in these year groups, 
please do read the parent guide and encourage 
your child to make good use of this resource. 



LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 13 July 2020                                               (Week A)

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY This week, the National Online Safety group have published tips for 
parents/carers on Oculus Quest. This guide is intended for parents/carers to help keep children safe online.
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DODDLEPlease be reminded that we 
use Doddle as our online learning platform.

You can see the homework that is due now, 
and any overdue homework. 

You can also see all the homework your child 
has submitted on Doddle throughout the 
year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken. 

You’ll have the full picture of what your child 
needs to do at home, and you can access 
this on the go, as Doddle Parent is available 
on your mobile or tablet. 

RESEARCH PROJECT We would like to take this opportunity to inform you of the research that Miss 
Hewitt – English Teacher at Longsands Academy - is currently carrying out at Longsands Academy for her Masters 
qualification reading Sociology of Education at the University College London.  

The final dissertation project, and ongoing teaching practice research, seeks to look at the ‘realities of online 
learning in the wake of COVID-19’. With this in mind, Miss Hewitt is asking Year 10 students to complete a short 
questionnaire to gain some understanding of the general perspectives of classroom based English lessons moving 
to remote forms of learning.  

The research will be presented in the form of vignettes consisting of a Year 10 student, parent and English teacher. 
Therefore, alongside the student’s questionnaires Miss Hewitt would like to contact a random selection of parents 
to participate in a short interview to gauge a better understanding of the parental perspectives of the movement to 
remote forms of learning to adhere to government guidelines.  

If you are contacted you are not obliged to participate in this study, you have the individual right to decline and the 
process will conclude at this decision. If you do wish to participate in the interview and throughout change your 
mind you may withdraw at any stage of interview and/or up until the date of submission (1st September 2020). 

Thank you for your cooperation and help in the completion of this research project. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in 
writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

If during this time you should need to make contact with us, please email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org in the 
first instance - your message will then either be dealt with or passed on to the most appropriate member of 
Academy staff.

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days during term-time.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD HAS 
FORGOTTEN THEIR SCHOOL EMAIL 
PASSWORD?
If your child needs a password change, for example their 
email, doddle or GCSEpod, go to the Academy website 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ 
or find it using the instructions below:

1. Go to the Students menu and select ‘Log ins’, then Student Password Reset.

2. To reset your child’s email password complete the form as 
described below.  For GCSEpod, Doddle and all other resources 
use the information at the bottom of the webpage.

• The student will need to fill in the form with their details.

• Their Student ID is their login number for school.

• Once sent, the IT team will make a new temporary password 
that will be emailed to the registered email address of their 
parent/carer.

• They will then need to change this password and we would recommend they make a note of it in a safe place 
or write down clues to help them remember.

Once they log in, your child will be taken to this screen 
to enter their password.

Please can we ask that your child takes care when they are composing an email, we have put together some ‘email 
etiquette guidance’ that we recommend students read before sending an email:

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ 

