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FROM THE PRINCIPAL I do hope you are all safe and well; we continue to fully appreciate your 
support for Longsands during such challenging times.

Can I take this opportunity to thank you for the support you have given your child(ren) to keep on top of their 
remote learning - it is much appreciated. I hope that you have all enjoyed a proper break from school work during 
the half term period 

As you will know, the government published its Secondary Guidance over the widening of schools over Half Term. 
The main points of this guidance include:

•	 Secondary	 schools	 are	 being	 asked	 to	 offer	 limited	 face-to-face	 support	 to	 supplement	 the	 remote	
education of year 10 and year 12 pupils, which should remain the predominant mode of education during this term 
for students in these year groups.

•	 Working	with	the	parameters	set	out	in	the	guidance,	schools	have	the	flexibility	to	implement	face-to-face	
support for year 10 and year 12 students in the way that best suits their circumstances, including considerations 
around	year	group	sizes,	site	and	staff	availability.

•	 The	assessment,	 based	on	 the	 latest	 scientific	 and	medical	 advice,	 is	 that	 schools	need	 to	 continue	 to	
control the numbers attending school to reduce the risk of increasing transmission. Therefore, schools should limit 
students	in	year	10	and	year	12	cohort	to	a	maximum	of	a	quarter	of	pupils	in	school	at	any	one	time.

•	 Any	plans	that	secondary	schools	have	made	for	pupils	to	return	earlier	 in	 June	should	be	amended	to	
commence	from	15th	June	at	the	earliest.

•	 Some	secondary	schools	may	plan	to	use	rotas.	Where	rotas	are	used,	you	should	avoid	split	day	rotas	
within	the	same	day	and	ensure	that	only	a	quarter	of	children	are	ever	in	the	school	on	any	one	day,	so	morning	
and afternoon rotas should not be applied.

We	will	be	working	through	our	response	to	these	plans	and	communicate	to	parents/carers	at	the	earliest	possible	
time. Clearly the safety of students and safe will be the priority in the formation of our plans. 

We	will	of	course	remain	open	to	 the	children	of	key	workers	and	 for	vulnerable	students.	We	do	ask	 that	you	
contact enquiries@astrea-longsands.org if you wish to access this support.

Thank you again for your patience and support

OGDEN TRUST – SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP PROGRAMME The Ogden Trust 
is	a	charitable	trust	that	exists	to	promote	the	teaching	and	learning	of	physics.	We	had	previously	worked	with	
the trust when Ava and George (Year 11) both were awarded with the Ogden Trust’s ‘School Physicist of the Year’. 
This year we decided to apply to form a School Partnership hub of schools. Following some positive meetings 
and a comprehensive application we were very pleased to hear that Longsands will be the lead school for a new 
Partnership hub. The hub will include the other Cambridgeshire based Astrea schools (Ernulf, St Ivo and Cottenham) 
and we will be looking to involve local primary schools as well. 

Being	part	of	 this	prestigious	programme	grants	us	 to	access	significant	 funding	 to	 inspire	and	excite	students	
about all areas of Physics. This will give us more resources to run trips and events for students from primary school 
to A-Level. It will also give us the opportunity to collaborate and share best practice with colleagues from primary 
schools	as	well	as	other	secondary	schools.	We	are	very	excited	to	be	at	the	start	of	this	five	year	programme	and	
we	look	forward	with	anticipation	to	the	many	opportunities	and	experiences	it	will	bring	about	for	our	current	and	
future students as well as our science and primary colleagues. 

mailto:enquiries%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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FOSTERING	We	have	been	asked	to	share	this	message	with	parents/carers	from	the	Local	Authority:

Can you help transform the lives of young people?

Foster Care Fortnight is the UK’s largest foster care awareness raising campaign, delivered by The Fostering Network. 
This year’s campaign message is all about how the dedication and commitment of foster carer’s helps to transform 
lives.

Our need to provide safe, secure and loving homes for children and young people across Cambridgeshire and 
Peterborough grows every year.

If we can keep more children local then they can attend the same school, keep in touch with their friends and get 
the support and guidance they deserve. 

Being	a	foster	carer	is	rewarding.	You	need	is	a	spare	bedroom	and	a	sense	of	humour!	We	are	encouraging	people	
from ALL walks of life to consider fostering.

We	have	children	and	young	people	in	our	care	of	all	ages	and	from	different	backgrounds.	This	includes	siblings	
who	are	desperate	to	stay	together,	children	with	disabilities	and	teenagers.	We	offer	generous	allowances	and	24	
hour access to advice and training.

If you would like to register your interest then please visit:  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering or www.
peterborough.gov.uk/fostering

NOW TEACH Who	 do	 you	 know,	 age	 45+	 who	 has	 been	 pondering	 a	
career change, and might be thinking about teaching?  Get them to check out Now 
Teach	and	discover	they’re	in	great	company.	Now	Teach	are	putting	on	one	final	
Information Evening on the 26th May, before applications close. 

More details can be found here: https://nowteach.org.uk/now-teach-events/

SUMMER SAFETY It is at this time of year that we would normally we holding a series of assemblies 
based	around	summer	safety.	We	are	contacted	regularly	by	Network	Rail,	given	the	proximity	of	the	railway	station	
and railway track to Longsands and to many of your homes, with videos to share with students about the dangers 
of the railway.

We	were	dismayed	to	receive	information	over	the	weekend	that	a	number	of	our	students,	across	all	year	groups,	
had	been	seen,	and	recorded,	entering	the	water	at	Paxton	Pits.	Swimming	in	this	area	is	highly	dangerous	and	
there is a very real risk of drowning. The police have been informed for everyone’s safety.

We	would	ask	that	parents	and	carers	ensure	they	know	where	their	children	are	at	all	times	and,	if	they	do	go	to	
Paxton	Pits,	they	do	not	go	into	the	water.	Of	course,	the	rules	around	social	distancing	remain,	therefore	young	
people should only be going out and seeing friends if they are able to stay 2 metres away at all times.

Please ensure your children are safe to prevent a serious incident from occurring. 

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/fostering
www.peterborough.gov.uk/fostering
www.peterborough.gov.uk/fostering
https://nowteach.org.uk/now-teach-events/
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SCHOOL UNIFORM The time is fast approaching where many families will be starting to prepare for 
September	which	includes	the	purchase	of	new	uniform.	We	are	conscious	that	the	financial	situation	for	some	
families may have altered over the past few weeks and want to do what we can to help.

Firstly,	if	any	existing	students	have	uniform	in	good	condition	that	they	have	grown	out	of	and	would	be	happy	
to donate it to another family then we would be very grateful to receive washed garments. If you have anything 
to	donate,	please	bring	it	to	main	reception	from	1st	–	12th	June	where	we	will	sort	the	uniform	and	pass	it	on	to	
another	student.	We	think	that	there	will	be	lots	of	items	out	there	which	will	have	had	little	wear	due	to	the	closure	
of schools so we are hoping for lots of donations!

Secondly,	 if	 your	child	 is	entitled	 to	 free	school	meals	and	your	current	financial	circumstances	are	making	 the	
purchase of uniform challenging, we may be able to provide some support through the purchase of uniform or 
from	uniform	donation.	Please	contact	finance@astrea-longsands.org	to	request	support.	The	link	to	our	uniform	
supplier	SWI	is	available	on	our	website.

If	your	child	is	not	entitled	to	free	school	emails	but	your	circumstances	have	changed	significantly	in	the	past	few	
weeks, please contact us with details and we will try to support. However, please be aware we only have limited 
funds for hardship and support may depend on uniform donations from other students. 

INTERNET SAFETY We	are	aware	that	many	of	our	students	are	doing	their	schoolwork	independently	
and therefore are accessing the internet without parental supervision. This may not be by choice but we recognise 
that juggling work commitments and helping your children with their work can be very challenging, particularly if 
you are unable to work from home. The use of Doddle clearly involves the need to access the internet and in some 
subjects	staff	are	recording	lessons	and	making	use	of	YouTube	videos	to	allow	students	to	view	clips	which	are	
relevant	to	the	work.	We	have	been	made	aware	that	on	occasion	the	suggested	clips	next	to	the	one	that	students	
should view are not relevant to the work and one parent considered that these could have been inappropriate. 

We	have	asked	teachers	to	check	the	suggested	clips	next	to	a	clip	they	are	setting	for	work	purposes	but,	as	we	
don’t have control over these, please do ensure your child is fully aware that they should focus only on the clip set 
by their teacher. As most of our students use YouTube outside of school it is very important that they understand 
what is appropriate for them to view and that they don’t choose to view inappropriate material. This forms part of 
our	ICT	learning	when	students	are	in	school	but	we	ask	that	parents/carers	also	emphasise	this	at	home	given	the	
current situation.

CAMBRIDGE CONSTABULARY SURVEY We	 have	 been	
contacted by Cambridgeshire Constabulary who are conducting a survey of young 
people aged 13-25 to seek their views on policing during the COVID-19 crisis. 

The outcome of their research will be used to make national recommendations for 
change for police forces and other related agencies. 

Details of the survey are in the student weekly bulletin if your child is 13 or over and 
would like to take part in this research.
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NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY The focus for this week is FacebookMessenger, following the recent 
launch	of	 the	 ‘rooms’	 feature.	They	have	published	a	guide	to	give	parents/carers	some	tips	on	how	keep	their	
children safe. This is a useful read and reminds us of the age restrictions for Facebook. 
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SIXTH FORM TRANSITION WORK FOR YEAR 11 APPLICANTS Transition 
work	for	all	subjects	will	be	on	our	website	www.astreasixthformstneots.org	under	‘Our	courses’	from	Monday	1st	
June.

These	resources	provide	an	excellent	opportunity	to	get	prepared	for	A	level	and	Btec	Level	3	study	from	September.	
Each subject has ensured that there will be a range of activities and tasks for students to complete and bring with 
them	to	their	first	lessons	in	the	new	academic	year.	

Although	this	is	a	vehicle	for	promoting	independence	and	good	learning	habits,	it	is	fine	for	students	to	contact	
the head of department for advice or support if necessary.

LEARNING IN THE LOCKDOWN: WORK EXPERIENCE Congratulations to Ayca 
K and Dom C who successfully completed a 30 hour STEM challenge. Their task was to digitally design, engineer and 
construct the ‘Esteem Pavilion’ - a sustainable building to teach a local community how to take care of their planet. 

As	part	of	their	30	hours,	they	were	required	to	attend	daily	live	meetings	where	they	could	engage	with	industry	
specialists.	Their	final	reports	have	been	uploaded	and	hopefully	they	will	be	accredited	with	the	Industrial	Cadet	
Silver	award	in	July.	Good	luck!

If your child is a student in Year 10, please encourage them to check Doddle as there is another opportunity that 
they may like to sign up to!

GET FIT, CRACK CODES, RAISE MONEY
Fancy	a	family	challenge	this	summer?	Want	to	support	a	great	charity?

The Army’s National Charity - ABF Soldiers Charity is fundraising for 
soldiers, veterans and their families and they need YOU!

If you are interested visit https://operationbletchley.soldierscharity.org/	
for more information.

This	 is	 an	 external	 event	 and	 not	 connected	 to	 the	 Academy,	 but	 
Mrs Chilton would love to hear if you are taking part and how you get 
on so drop her an email - claire.chilton@astrea-longsand.org 

OFQUAL UPDATE Ofqual	has	issued	a	further	consultation	on	the	scope	and	nature	of	an	additional	
GCSE,	AS	and	A	Level	exam	series	in	autumn	2020	series.

The	consultation	is	open	until	8	June	2020.	Please	follow	the	link	if	you	would	like	to	respond,	particularly	parents/
cares of students in Year 11 and 13: https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/kx3ver

https://soldierscharity.org/
https://operationbletchley.soldierscharity.org/ 
mailto:claire.chilton%40astrea-longsand.org?subject=
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/kx3ver
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DODDLE GUIDE FOR PARENTS In view of the 
COVID-19 information, please be reminded that we use Doddle as 
our online learning platform. 

You can see the homework that is due now, and any overdue 
homework. You can also see all the homework your child has 
submitted on Doddle throughout the year, and the marks they 
have	achieved	for	the	quizzes	they	have	taken.	

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, 
and you can access this on the go, as Doddle Parent is available on 
your mobile or tablet. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.COVID19 and FREE SCHOOL MEAL ELIGIBILITY Cambridgeshire Education 

Welfare	Benefits	team	have	asked	us	to	share	this	information	with	you	regarding	Free	School	Meals:

If	your	financial	circumstances	have	been	affected	by	the	COVID	19	crisis	you	could	now	be	entitled	to	Benefit	
Related	Free	School	Meals.

The	Covid19	crisis	has	also	highlighted	the	difference	between	Universal	Infant	Free	School	Meals	(UIFSM)	and	
Benefit	Related	Free	School	Meals	(FSM).	

The	 government	 can	only	 offer	help	 to	 those	who	are	 in	 receipt	 of	Benefit	Related	 Free	 School	Meals	 so	we	
encourage applications from all year groups.

To	find	out	 if	you	are	eligible	please	fill	out	our	simple	online	application	 form	at	www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/
freeschoolmeals where you will receive an instant response as to your eligibility status. If you are eligible for FSM  
your child’s school will be informed within 3 days.

FSM Criteria

•									Income	Support

•									Income-based	Jobseekers	Allowance	

•									Income-related	Employment	and	Support	Allowance	

•									Support	under	Part	VI	of	the	Immigration	and	Asylum	Act	1999	

•									The	guaranteed	element	of	State	Pension	Credit	

•									Child	Tax	Credit	(unless	you’re	also	entitled	to	Working	Tax	Credit,	and	earn	no	more	than	£16,190)

•									Working	Tax	Credit	run-on	(paid	for	4	weeks	after	you	stop	receiving	Working	Tax	Credit)	

•									Universal	Credit	(provided	you	have	an	annual	net	earned	income	of	no	more	than	£7,400)

If	 you	have	any	queries	 regarding	 this	 information,	please	call	 the	Education	Welfare	Benefits	 team	on	01223	
703200	or	email	ewb.fsm@cambridgeshire.gov.uk		

Or look at the website www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
mailto:ewb.fsm%40cambridgeshire.gov.uk?subject=
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals
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FAMILY MEAL PLANNER 
Here are ten, two-course, budget meal ideas to feed a family of 
four.	The	aim	is	for	this	to	come	under	the	equivalent	value	of	the	
Free	School	Meal	voucher	of	£30.	

The recipes are intended to be simple and include a balanced, 
healthy,	variety.	Although	we	have	indicated	approximate	nutrional	
values,	please	do	check	individual	packaging	for	specific	details.	

A suggested shopping list is shown below and prices are based on 
supermarket	own	brands.	We	will	 include	one	receipe	per	week,	
we hope you enjoying making ‘jacket potatoes, cheese’n’beans’ last 
week - for this week try ‘Hotdogs, chips ‘n’ beans’’. 

Please also keep an eye on our Facebook page where we have 
been sharing photographs of cooking and baking sent in by 
students. 

Happy cooking!

https://www.facebook.com/longsandsacademyofficial/
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a 
variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle, in 
writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

If	during	this	time	you	should	need	to	make	contact	with	us,	please	email	enquiries@astrea-longsands.org	in	the	
first	 instance	 -	 your	message	will	 then	 either	 be	 dealt	with	 or	 passed	 on	 to	 the	most	 appropriate	member	 of	
Academy	staff.

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD HAS 
FORGOTTEN THEIR SCHOOL EMAIL 
PASSWORD?
If	 your	 child	 needs	 a	 password	 change,	 for	 example	 their	
email, doddle or GCSEpod, go to the Academy website 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/	
or	find	it	using	the	instructions	below:

1.	 Go	to	the	Students	menu	and	select	‘Log	ins’,	then	Student	Password	Reset.

2. To reset your child’s email password complete the form as 
described below.  For GCSEpod, Doddle and all other resources 
use the information at the bottom of the webpage.

•	 The	student	will	need	to	fill	in	the	form	with	their	details.

•	 Their Student ID is their login number for school.

•	 Once sent, the IT team will make a new temporary password 
that will be emailed to the registered email address of their 
parent/carer.

•	 They will then need to change this password and we would recommend they make a note of it in a safe place 
or write down clues to help them remember.

Once they log in, your child will be taken to this screen 
to enter their password.

Please can we ask that your child takes care when they are composing an email, we have put together some ‘email 
etiquette	guidance’	that	we	recommend	students	read	before	sending	an	email:

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf	

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ 

