


Dear all

I keep looking at the school calendar and 
seeing all the things we should be doing as 
part of our school community. This week, we 
had a host of events planned to mark Victory 
in Europe (VE) Day as a school. For 2020 marks 
the seventy five years that have passed since 
the end of the Second World War in 
Europe. On 7th May 1945, Winston Churchill 
made an announcement on the radio that 
Germany had officially surrendered. He 
declared that the next day (8th May) would 
become VE Day and a national holiday for 
everyone.

We must not forget that in the Far East the war 
did not end until August 1945 with the terrible 
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. But 
here in Europe, on the 8th May seventy five 
years ago, the bells rang out to announce the 
long awaited end of hostilities. Please do 
watch the splendid video made by our History 
and Media departments and reflect on the 

meaning of the VE Day poem.
Continued overleaf…

https://youtu.be/LD5gFyqipNQ


Continued…

On Friday at 11am, all people are encouraged to take part in a national moment 
of remembrance and pause for a two minute silence to honour the service 
and sacrifice or the Second World War generation. And as we do we remember that on 
the 8th May 1945, the message was that despite all that the Second World War had 
inflicted, people dared to look forward. They dared to hope once more, dared to believe 
that all might ‘be well’. After the pain, there was the prospect of healing; after the 
conflict, reconciliation; after death and destruction, life and love. 

When addressing the public on VE Day in 1945, King George VI called upon people to 
remember those who died and to, '...make the world such a world as they would have 
desired for their children and for ours.' 

How appropriate for us - in the challenging circumstances that we face today - to this 
week spend some time as individuals, as a school community and as a nation to reflect 
on these things.

Best wishes
Mr Owen









Student survey, 28-29 April 2020

Last week, students at Longsands Academy took part in a survey.  We wanted to find out 
how you were coping with your school work during this extended period of lockdown. 
Overall, you were extremely constructive and helpful.  By the closure deadline on 
Wednesday evening, 835 individually completed forms had been completed which is 
really encouraging.  Since then, even more responses have been received, and the 
following bar chart was captured at a point later on Thursday.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who participated – your 
answers were really helpful and have resulted in teachers thinking about a small 
number of changes which should help you even more.



Student survey, 28-29 April 2020

So, what do you think about remote learning?

• Many of you thanked teachers for planning high quality, remote-learning lessons, and 
for being there for you.

• “The work is easy to follow and, when I have emailed some teachers, they all 
answered.  It has been very manageable.  Thank you for working so hard for us 
students.”  GW (Y8)

• A number of you appreciated the extra steps taken to help you understand your work, 
particularly with unfamiliar topics.  In particular, you really liked it when teachers put 
together short voice-recorded files.  

• “I’ve found that listening to the teachers via audio recordings or YouTube videos has 
helped a lot.” CH (Y10)

• We’re looking at ways in which we can introduce more of these in lessons. 



Student survey, 28-29 April 2020

We asked you, how much time, on average, you spent doing school work each day.

• About 16% of you said you were working too hard and that it often took more than 1 
hour to do some lessons.

• We have to balance that viewpoint with other sources of feedback which indicate that 
some parents/carers say their children are not receiving enough work.  

• Achieving the best balance isn’t easy.  We’ve asked teachers to think carefully about 
how much work is in each lesson.  We know that it takes time for you to read and 
understand instructions, open up documents and switch between applications. We 
need to make sure there are sufficient activities for everyone to be challenged.  

• We are aiming to be much clearer about what you should do if you have worked for a 
solid hour without finishing.  It shouldn’t be necessary for anyone to work more than 
an hour each lesson – unless you really want to.
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Student survey, 28-29 April 2020

To what extent have you established a routine for your learning at home (1 means no 
routine, 5 means a clear routine)

It is encouraging to see that most of you are thinking carefully about your routine when 
doing lessons at home – so well done!  We also appreciated the feedback you gave us on 
how we can help.
We have agreed that, when posting work on Doddle:
1. Tasks will be set to start and be completed on the day of your timetabled lesson.
2. The lesson date, alongside an appropriate heading, will appear in the task title.
3. From now on, the expiry date, for all lessons this side of half term, will be set for 

the end of half term, 31st May.  This is because some of you may fall behind with 
your learning – and this often isn’t your fault.  Lots of you asked for lessons to stay 
on Doddle for longer so that you could catch up later.

Finally, in this section, we have put together ‘Student Remote Learning Tips’ which your 
Head of Year will share with you, and should help you organise your work from home.



Student survey, 28-29 April 2020

Well done to you all for keeping physically active.  Thanks to our PE department for their 
lessons and advice, not to mention Joe Wicks!

We would encourage all students to follow government guidelines about ensuring you 
have some form of daily exercise, when it is safe and sensible for you to do so (even on 
the days when you don’t have a scheduled PE lesson). 













https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/happening
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/regularly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/continuously
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stopping
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/start
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/repeatedly
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/period
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cut
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pattern
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/picture
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/smooth
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/surface
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/metal
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/glass
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/acid
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sharp
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/instrument
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/rounded
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/roof
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/building
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/room
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/building
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/roof
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https://spacecentre.co.uk/blog-post/iss-tour-with-tim-peake/
https://www.nasa.gov/nasa-at-home-virtual-tours-and-augmented-reality
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/sightings/view.cfm?country=United_Kingdom&region=England&city=Cambridge#.XqRJFmnTVCU
mailto:elizabeth.sparrow@astrea-longsands.org
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The Geography department 
would like to challenge you to make a 

Rainforest in a Box.

Create a rainforest in a box using a shoebox (or box of similar 
size) and recycled materials collected from around your 
home and outdoors. Please send a good quality photo of 
your creations to the geography team by Friday 15 May and 
we will judge the winning entries. You MUST include your 
Name and your Form Group.  Email address:  
carrie.oriordan@astrea-longsands.org

Get Inspiration ! 
Video ideas: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UinNi2dckho
Video suggestions for materials https://bit.ly/2YeJJNq

WIN! You can also enter your rainforest into a competition to 
with a £50 or £25 cash prize with an organisation called  
Plant Your Future. This is open for ages up to 14 years and all 
the details can be found on their website  
https://www.plantyourfuture.org.uk/rainforestinabox/

https://bit.ly/3f0FzyH
https://bit.ly/2y0tBVj
mailto:carrie.oriordan@astrea-longsands.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UinNi2dckho
https://bit.ly/2YeJJNq
https://www.plantyourfuture.org.uk/rainforestinabox/


Year 10 – Do you want to be a prefect?

* Prefects will have a specific duty to fulfil every week, usually monitoring a certain area of the Academy and preventing 
problems.

* Prefects will act as ambassadors for Longsands at Academy and external events.

* Prefects will assist members of staff with various events throughout the academic year, from Parent Consultaton
Evenings to Information Evenings.

* Prefects will act as mentors for younger students and enhance all students’ feelings of safety and security at school.

* Each Prefect will also have a curriculum liaison role and be assigned to work closely with a department area to liaise 
with members of staff regarding incidents that occur.

* Prefects will be trained in peer-to-peer support and help set impeccable standards of conduct and attitude to learning.

* Prefects will help to lead charity events, the Year Book and Prom Committees as well as take an active part in Academy 
and wider life. 

* When applying to colleges, universities or future careers being part of the Prefect Team suggests that you are reliable, 
well-respected and responsible.

Please see the email sent to you last week for full details of this exciting opportunity.

A letter of application, font size 12, on one side of A4, addressed to Mrs Hills should be 
emailed to natalie.jordan@astrea-longsands.org by 3.10pm on Friday 22nd May. 
Good Luck!
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New puzzles: deadline Wednesday 6 May 2020

The two puzzles are designed for anyone in the specified year group (or younger 
year groups) who would like to try them. The second puzzle is designed to be a 
tougher challenge than the first one. Feel free to do multiple puzzles. Answers 
must be submitted from a school email address.

Y7 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 4th May
Email answers by Wednesday 6th May to abigail.royal@astrea-longsands.org

Y7 Puzzle 1:
Anakin Skywalker and Obi-Wan Kenobi each have some coins in their robes. If 
Anakin gave Obi-Wan one coin then Obi-Wan would have twice as many coins as 
Anakin, but if Obi-Wan gave Anakin one coin, they would each have the same 
number of coins. Altogether, how many coins do they have?
(UKMT)

Y7 Puzzle 2: Consider all of the five-digit numbers which we can form using only the 
digits 2, 4, 6 and 8.
If these numbers are arranged in ascending order, what is the 512th number?
(UKMT)

mailto:abigail.royal@astrea-longsands.org
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New puzzles: deadline Wednesday 6 May 2020

The two puzzles are designed for anyone in the specified year group (or younger 
year groups) who would like to try them. The second puzzle is designed to be a 
tougher challenge than the first one. Feel free to do multiple puzzles. Answers 
must be submitted from a school email address.

Y8/9 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 4th May
Email answers by Wednesday 6th May to julia.philpott@astrea-longsands.org

Y8/9 Puzzle 1 (Core)
The Death Star magazine (published monthly) has thirty-six pages. Which three other pages 
are on the same sheet as page 10? (UKMT)

Y8/9 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)

This is a Trade Federation map of shipping routes, where the dots represent planets and the 
lines are trade routes.
Boba Fett wants to visit all the planets, travelling only by official routes, starting at any planet 
and ending at any planet. What is the smallest number of planets that Boba Fett has to go to 
more than once? (UKMT)

mailto:julia.philpott@astrea-longsands.org
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New puzzles: deadline Wednesday 6 May 2020

The two puzzles are designed for anyone in the specified year group (or younger 
year groups) who would like to try them. The second puzzle is designed to be a 
tougher challenge than the first one. Feel free to do multiple puzzles. Answers 
must be submitted from a school email address.

Y10/11 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 4th May.
Email answers by Wednesday 6th May to sarah.sharratt@astrea-longsands.org

Y10/11 Puzzle 1 (Core)
A group of 5 Ewoks are trying to ride one speeder bike. The average weight of the five Ewoks
was 20kg. One of the Ewoks fell off and the average weight of the four remaining Ewoks was 
21.5kg.
What was the weight of the Ewok that fell off?

(adapted from UKMT)

Y10/11 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)
In a cafe on Naboo each table has three legs, each chair has four legs and all the customers 
and the three members of staff have two legs each. There are four chairs at each table. At a 
certain time, three-quarters of the chairs are occupied by customers and there are 206 legs 
altogether in the cafe.
How many chairs does the cafe have?

(adapted from UKMT)

mailto:sarah.sharratt@astrea-longsands.org
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New puzzles: deadline Wednesday 6 May 2020
The two puzzles are designed for anyone in the specified year group (or younger year groups) who 
would like to try them. The second puzzle is designed to be a tougher challenge than the first one. 
Feel free to do multiple puzzles. Answers must be submitted from a school email address.

Y12/13 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 4th May.
Email answers by Wednesday 6th May to kate.bell@astrea-longsands.org

Y12/13 Puzzle 1 (Core)
The Millenium Falcon has recently completed two journeys. The second journey was 20% 
further in distance than the first journey and the Falcon’s average speed was 20% slower in 
the second journey. By what percentage was the Falcon’s time for the second journey 
greater than that for the first?

(UKMT)

Y12/13 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)
Four of the Jedi Council made a statement about the four of them, as follows.
Yoda: “Exactly one, lying is.”
Mace Windu: “Exactly two of us are lying.”
Obi-Wan Kenobi: “An odd number of us is lying.”
Plo Koon: “An even number of us is lying.”
How many of them were lying (with the others telling the truth)? You must show your 
reasoning.
A one B one or two C two or three D three E four

(UKMT)

mailto:kate.bell@astrea-longsands.org


M
at

h
em

at
ic

s
Winners of last week’s maths puzzle competitions

Another week of high-quality mathematical reasoning from our students. Well done to everyone 
who entered. We hope you enjoyed the interesting and challenging puzzles - Ms Royal, Mrs 
Philpott, Miss Sharratt and Ms Bell, the puzzle setters.

In Y7, the answers were 56 and 8AM on Monday. We received lots more solutions 
than last week - well done to everybody who emailed in a solution! Everyone who 
submitted an answer will be getting an achievement point. The winning entries were 
Isla G (puzzle 1) and Luke M (puzzle 2).

In Y8 and 9, the answers were 46 and all whole numbers bigger than 1 except 2, 3 
and 5. We only received a handful of solutions this week (it was really difficult this 
week so well done!), and everyone who submitted an answer will be getting an 
achievement point. The winning entries were Jack L (Y9) and Isaac T (Y9).

In Y10 and 11, the answers were two statements are true - the first and third (core) 
and 3kg (challenge). We received a good number of well set out solutions, and 
everyone who submitted an answer will be getting an achievement point. The 
winning entries were Emily S Y11 (core) and Milly M Y11 (challenge).

In Y12 and 13, the answers were 39 and 891. We received lots of correct solutions 
to Challenge 1 but Challenge 2 proved trickier with only two correct answers. The 
winning entries were Evan M Y13 and James R Y13.
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Very well done to everyone who has been working hard on Hegarty Maths!

Top tutor groups last week were: 7RLT, 8JTM, 9BJD, 10FKM, 11AJH

Top individuals last week were:

Hegarty Maths

Individuals Hours of use
Questions 
answered

Y7 Julia S 4.9 Holly S 326

Lucy C 4.4 Lucy C 190

Ravi S 4.3 Chloe C 189

Y8 Olivia L 4.4 Trixie A 220

Erin F 4.2 Levi R 165

Thea B 3.8 Alex J 137

Y9 Isabella F 9.8 Isabella F 431

Georgia W 7.8 Ella D 182

Mike S 5 Amelia F 155

Y10 Alex J 6.7 Samuel H 290

Harrison P 4.5 Oliver K 213

Olivia H 4.5 Mikey B 146

Y11 Jaimee B 7.2 Samaria L 842

Samaria L 6.1 Jaimee B 716

Evie P 5.9 Jemma H 700





Linguists of the week
KS3, Freya L    and     KS4, Lily H     

MFL Recipe Challenge

MFL Crêpe challenge

Follow the link to this French recipe for crêpes:

https://www.marmiton.org/recettes/recette_pate-a-crepes-facile_86163.aspx -or search for 
a recipe yourself in French.

Assemble your ingredients and follow the instructions to make your delicious crêpes. Add 
the topping of your choice and send in a photo of your crêpes before you enjoy eating them. 
You could add a sentence in French to describe them. e.g les crêpes sont vraiment délicieux!

Send your photo to your French teacher or MFL@astrea-longsands.org and enjoy a taste of 
France.

https://www.marmiton.org/recettes/recette_pate-a-crepes-facile_86163.aspx
mailto:MFL@astrea-longsands.org


Défi – C’est quel groupe ?

i.e. une direction = 1 direction

1. Vert jour

2. Prend ça

3. Viande pain

4. Petit M

5. Les Chats Poupées

6. Filles Épicées

7. Vingt-et-un pilots

8. Panique à la discothèque

9. Sœurs des ciseaux

10. Cinq secondes d’été

11. Vous deux

12. Radio tête

13. Les garçons de la plage 

14. Les Tueurs

15. Ma romance chimique

16. Cligne cent-quatre-vingt-deux

17. Pistolets et Roses

18. Guimauve

19. Les Scarabées

Answers will be in next week’s student bulletin.  Please send your 
answers to your French teacher for an achievement point.



Celebrating Longsands Linguists

The MFL team were amazed at the quality of the MFL Easter 

Challenge entries. In particular we would like to commend the 

following students - a huge well done to you all.

Quiz Champions

Well done to the following 

students who submitted 

excellent entries to the Easter 

Challenge Quiz:

Jack P

Poppy G

Sky M

Freya M 

Caris V

Amelia F

Laura K

Picture Poem

There were 5 options to choose from for the MFL Easter 

Challenge. The MFL team were so impressed with your 

entries to both the quiz and the poem challenge.  Thank 

you Bella, Freya, Sophie, Thomas and Kamile. 

Well done Bella!

Not only did you combine 

the challenges of creating a 

calligram or an acrostic into 

one, you also showed 

cultural knowledge choosing 

Easter Bells as your acrostic 

main word. Thank you! 



Freya L
Well done Freya! 
You have put so much effort into
creating a wonderful acrostic. 
Thank you!

Sophie O
Well done Sophie! Your poem 
is beautifully presented 
and even more impressive 
using the Greek alphabet. 
Thank you!

Πάσχα = Easter
Πουλιά = birds
άνοιξη = spring
σοκολάτα = chocolate
χριστιανισμόσ = Christianity
αυγό = egg

Thomas F - Thank you for your entry Thomas, it 
reads beautifully.

Ostergedicht.

Ostern ist ein schönes Fest

Sowohl Lämmer, als auch Hasen werden geboren!

Teilweise sonnig, ab und zu regnet es und

Endlich sind die Knospen da.

Raus in die Natur!

Nun ist es Zeit für einen Neubeginn!

Kamile J - Thank you for your entry Kamile. 

Such beautiful presentation. Your choice of 

words and phrasing is fantastic.

Translation: 

Velykos - Easter

Einame i lauka - We go outside

Kiaušinius dažome - We colour the eggs

(Its a lithuanian tradition to colour the eggs)

Saldžiai valgome - We eat lots of sweets



MFL textbook access

Dear linguists,

The MFL department is pleased to let you know that students can now 
access the textbook they use in class online to support their home 
learning. Here are the steps they need to take to access the textbook:

Go to https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home

Log in
User name = Longsands followed by their admission number e.g
Longsands000000
Password = Longsands20

Then select the relevant textbook. The textbook has useful vocabulary 
pages at the end of each chapter and a selection of revision activities at 
the end of each chapter to support students with their work.

https://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/app/Home
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https://longsands.typingclub.com/
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mailto:caroline.osborne@astrea-longsands.org
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Bedford

30Km 
St.Neots  to 

Cambridge

75Km 
St.Neots to 

Birmingham

175K

m 
St.Neots to 

Dover

225K

m 
St.Neots  to 

Calais

250K

m 
St.Neots to 

Exeter

I achieved

3km
IN 30 

MINUTES

I ran 

further 

than last 

week

I had the 

most 

improved 
distance

IN 30 

MINUTES

I achieved

4km
IN 30 

MINUTES

I achieved

5km
IN 30 

MINUTES

I achieved

A top 20 

distance
IN 30 

MINUTES

Team Milestones:

Individual milestones:

Map to show all the places you can reach at each milestone:
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Log into office 365 by going to: www.office.com
Log in with your Academy email address (i.e. 7042@astrea-longsands.org)
Once logged in, select ‘Install Office’

Finally, when the box is expanded, select ‘Office 365 Apps’

You should then get a download box pop up, and you should be good to go!

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf
http://www.office.com/
mailto:7042@astrea-longsands.org

