


I hope you all read this having had chance to enjoy a restful –
if strange - Easter Holidays. We approach the new school term 
in highly unusual circumstances. Our request of each of you is 
that you continue to do all you can to complete the work your 
teachers set and that you try to keep up to date with your 
work as best as you can.

I was encouraged this week to read of the community of Ypres 
a small city in the very western part of Belgium. Ypres was the 
site of significant fighting in the First World War and it has the 
'Menin Gate' which contains the names of 54,393 British and 
Commonwealth soldiers who lost their lives in the First World 
War. Every evening at 8pm a group of buglers sound the last 
post under the Menin Gate. This daily ceremony has been held 
in all weathers since 1928 (the only break in the ceremony was 
from May 1940 to September 1944, when Ypres was under 
Nazi occupation). 

In normal times, police stop all traffic and a large crowd gathers to witness the homage, which was 
instigated by grateful citizens of local area after the war in recognition of the soldiers’ sacrifice. As 
part of Belgium’s lockdown rules because of COVID-19, the ceremony was threatened but it 
continues to take place, with a lone bugler and no crowds. This attitude of resilience and 
determination is one that, at this time, can resonate with us all.

Finally, another reminder from me to please continue to follow all government guidelines in this 
lockdown period, for your safety and the safety of our community.

Best wishes
Mr Owen



Today is the start of a new school term after two weeks of Easter under 
Lockdown. 

The news has been a bit of a broken record recently. Over the past couple of 
weeks the news has still revolved around Corona Virus, but there have been 
some snippets of other news items. 

How much have you been paying attention this week…



Newsweek Challenge!

1. Unfortunately, the Prime minister Boris Johnson fell ill with Corona Virus, can you recall the 
name of the hospital that he was admitted to?

2. When Boris Johnson was released from hospital he spent time convalescing at the Prime 
minister’s country retreat. What is the name of the country retreat?

3. On 6th April it was reported that the Scottish Chief Medical Officer, Dr Catherine 
Calderwood, had to resign. For what reason?

4. Over the Easter Holidays, 99 year old Captain Tom Moore spent his time raising millions for 
the NHS walking round his rather large garden. However, he served in the British army 
during the Second World War- do you know in which countries he served during the war?

5. On Easter Sunday Pope Francis did the Catholic holy service on his own at the Vatican’s St 
Peter’s Basilica, but where did the Archbishop of Canterbury do his Easter Sunday service?

6. Over the Easter break ITV aired their new drama, Quiz, which recalls a real event where an 
army major Charles Ingram and his wife were accused of cheating to win Who Wants to be 
a Millionaire, what did they do to cheat their way to a million?

7. There have been a lot of High Street shops struggling recently, name 3 fashion retailers that 
have announced that they have gone into administration over the Easter break?

8. Over the weekend of 18th/19th April there was a global online music festival featuring artists 
such as The Rolling Stones, Sir Paul McCartney and Billie Eilish amongst many others. What 
was the name of the event?

9. The Prime Minister of New Zealand has received a lot of plaudits for her leadership 
throughout the crisis, what is her name?

10. During the Lockdown Crisis farmers have been concerned about the harvesting of crops 
with a lack of agricultural workers, where have the government chartered flights from to 
pick up farm workers in order to help alleviate the fears of farmers?



Answers from 23-29 March – how did you get on?

1. Canada
2. Matt Hancock, Health Secretary
3. Chris Witty
4. Clapping for the NHS
5. Scotland, Birkhall
6. London Marathon
7. NHS
8. James Dyson
9. 2 metres 
10. Earth Hour 



mailto:Robin.Owen@astrea-longsands.org
https://www.intofilm.org/news-and-views/articles/review-100-competition
http://www.thesixthformreviewer.com/




Monday 20th April - Society: Society is the term to describe human beings together as a collective. It is the sum of all 

of their social networks and social interactions. The term comes from the Latin idea of societas, or the connection 

between friends or allies (friend or ally being socius).

We are all members of society.

Tuesday 21st April - Fellowship: The definition of a fellowship is a group of people who share a common interest. It 

can also be used as a term for a grant of funds for a student. A group of people who all study a particular field of science 

is an example of a fellowship.

The fellowship was interested in finding the answer.

Wednesday 22nd April - Fraternity: A fraternity is a group of people who work in the same industry or have similar 

careers. The other common usage of the term is at American Universities where members of a fraternity often live 

together in one house and socialize primarily with each other. Fraternity comes from the Latin word fraternitatem, 

meaning "brotherhood.“

They were all members of the Science fraternity.

Thursday 23rd April - Constitution: A constitution is a set of rules that guides how a country, state, or other political 

organization works. The constitution may tell what the branches of the government are, what powers they have, and 

how they work. It may also state the rights of citizens. It is often written down but this is not always the case. 

The citizens abided by the constitution.

Friday 24th April - Collegiate: Collegiate means belonging or relating to a college or to college students. It can also be 

used to describe Colleges at Oxford and Cambridge which form the University.

The collegiate dinner was held after graduation.



mailto:Robin.Owen@astrea-longsands.org
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https://online.seterra.com/en/vgp/3007
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Maths Puzzle Competition Winners!

We were delighted by the excellent maths and reasoning seen in solutions from all year groups
submitted in the week before the Easter holidays. Over 60 different students have entered our
competitions. It is great to see our students retaining their enjoyment, curiosity and love of maths
even whilst working from home.

In Y7, the answers were Y (puzzle 1) and 1 triangle with angles of 100 o , 64 o , and 16 o (puzzle 2). We
received lots of clearly-explained solutions, and everyone who submitted an answer will be getting
an achievement point. The winning entries were Bella T and Summer B.

In Y8 and 9, the answers were 105 (puzzle 1) and 7 girls, 11 boys and 6 hamsters
(puzzle 2). There were lots of excellent solutions and I was impressed by the different approaches to
the second puzzle, which was particularly challenging. Everyone who submitted an answer will be
getting an achievement point. The winning entries were Isabella F (year 9) and Grace H (year 8) .

In Y10 and 11, the answers were 54˚ (Core) and 4.8mph (Challenge). We received lots of excellent
solutions, and everyone who submitted an answer will be getting an achievement point. The winning
entries were Milly M (Y11) for her solution to the Core puzzle, and Ayca K (Y10) for her solution to
the Challenge puzzle.

In Y12 and 13, the answers were 𝑦 = −
1

𝑥 + 2
and 48 3. We received five solutions for the first puzzle, 

which were all correct. Only one student was able to answer the second puzzle - perhaps we made it 
too hard this week! Well done to James R (Y13) for his correct and winning solution to the tough Puzzle 
2, and to Yasmine Mountaser (Y12) for her winning solution to Puzzle 1.
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Easter Art Competition Winners!

Winner KS4: Abi H

Winner 
Y8: Kai G
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Joint winner Y7: 
Bella T

Winner KS5: Zoe Q

Joint winner Y7: 
Oliver H

Joint winner Y9: Isaac T
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Maths Puzzles
The two puzzles are designed for anyone in the specified year group (or younger year groups) who
would like to try them. The second puzzle is designed to be a tougher challenge than the first one.
Feel free to submit answers to one or both of them. (Answers must be submitted from a school email 
address.)

Y7 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 20th April.
Email answers by Wednesday 22nd April to abigail.royal@astrea-longsands.org
Y7 Puzzle 1 (Core): What is 20% of 30% of 40% of £50?
Y7 Puzzle 2 (Core): In a class, the girls make up more than 45% but less than 50% of the pupils. What
is the smallest possible number of girls in the class?

Y8/9 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 20th April.
Email answers by Wednesday 22nd April to julia.philpott@astrea-longsands.org
Y8/9 Puzzle 1 (Core)
Three boxes under my stairs contain apples or pears or both. Each box contains the same number of
pieces of fruit. The first box contains all twelve of the apples and one-ninth of the pears.
How many pieces of fruit are there in each box?

Y8/8 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)
Five children Z, A, B, C and D are playing a game using a set of ten cards numbered from 1 to 10.
They are each dealt two cards with the following five totals.
Z = 4 A = 11 B = 12 C = 13 D = 15
Is it possible to tell who has the card numbered 9? If so, who? Explain your answer. Can you work out who 
has any other numbers?
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Y10/11 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)
Trinni is fascinated by the triangular numbers (1, 3, 6, 10, 15, 21 and so on). Recently, coming across
a clock, she found that she could rearrange the twelve numbers 1, 2, 3, …, 12 around the face so that
each adjacent pair added up to a triangular number. She left the 12 in its usual place. What number
did she put where the 6 would usually be? 

Y10/11 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 20th April.
Email answers by Weds 22nd April to sarah.sharratt@astrea-longsands.org
Y10/11 Puzzle 1 (Core)
In a magic square, each row, each column and both main diagonals have the 
same total. In the partially completed magic square shown, what number 
should replace N? 
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Maths Puzzles

Y12/13 Problem Set 3: set on Monday 20th April.  
Email answers by Wednesday 22nd April to kate.bell@astrea-longsands.org

Y12/13 Puzzle 1 (Core)
A square ink pad has sides of length 1 cm. It is covered in black ink and carefully placed 
in the middle of a piece of white paper. The square pad is then rotated 180 degrees 
about one of its corners so that all of the pad remains in contact with the paper 
throughout the turn. The pad is then removed from the paper. What area of paper, in 
cubic cm, is coloured black?

Y12/13 Puzzle 2 (Challenge)
Given four different non-zero digits, it is possible to form 24 different four-digit numbers 
containing each of these four digits. What is the largest prime factor of the sum of the 
24 numbers?

mailto:kate.bell@astrea-longsands.org
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Very well done to everyone who has been working hard on Hegarty Maths.

The top users for 27 March to 17 April were:

Hegarty Maths

Individuals Hours of use
Questions 

answered

Y7 Daniel R 8.7 Daniel R 694

Tyler M 5.6 Tyler M 228

Cameron H 5.2 Thomas B 160

Y8 Kyra W 9 Jasmine Z 742

Jasmine Z 6.5 Joe G 228

Milena H 6.3 Madeline F 144

Y9 Isabella F 7.9 Isabella F 962

Esther T 4.7 Amelia F 375

Amelia B 4.2 Lola P 126

Samir S 4.2

Y10 Alex J 8 Oliver K 371

Samuel Y 6.8 Madeleine L 268

Sofia M 5.9 Jessica G 157

Y11 Daniella D 14 Daniella D 1252

Jaimee B 6.8 Jaimee B 791

Annika S 5.6 Samaria L 649



MFL department challenge

Dear linguists,

The MFL challenge to create a video diary from home 
in French, German or Spanish is still open.

The video can take any form you like, so get creative!
Starter vocabulary is below to get you started.  I’m sure 
you’ve seen some funny videos online, so use these for 
inspiration.

Email your entry to your MFL teacher or
mfl@astrea-longsands.org by Friday 24 April.



MFL department self-isolation challenge

As well as completing your home video diaries in French, 
German or Spanish, why not have a go at completing the 
lyrics to these French music videos.  Click on the links to 
complete the songs.  Either choose BEGINNER or 
INTERMEDIATE, and then CHOICE MODE.  If you fancy a real 
challenge, click on ‘print lyrics’ and have a go at translating 
the lyrics to ‘Nos Secrets’.

Stromae – Papaoutai
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/play/stromae/papaoutai/HA
9pBOe17A

Je veux - Zaz
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/play/zaz/je-
veux/HPTX6w0w9P

https://lyricstraining.com/fr/play/stromae/papaoutai/HA9pBOe17A
https://lyricstraining.com/fr/play/zaz/je-veux/HPTX6w0w9P


MFL Starter Vocabulary





Firstsite (whose iconic building is pictured below) has created an At Home Art Programme 
that focuses on creating art activity kits and resources that can be completed at home. 
The resources are brilliant and can accessed by anyone and everyone; people living alone, 
families to complete together and students to entertain and develop their artistic and 
creative skills.

Their website is: https://firstsite.uk/art-is-where-the-home-is-programme/

The theme is 'Art is where the Home Is' and activity kit 1 and 2 are currently out and free 
on their website.

Take a look, all it takes is your email and name to receive the packs and they are a brilliant 
resource for everyone to enjoy during this time. TIME TO GET CREATIVE!

https://firstsite.uk/art-is-where-the-home-is-programme/
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https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/conditions/anxiety/
https://www.headspace.com/headspace-meditation-app
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Log into office 365 by going to: www.office.com
Log in with your Academy email address (i.e. 7042@astrea-longsands.org)
Once logged in, select ‘Install Office’

Finally, when the box is expanded, select ‘Office 365 Apps’

You should then get a download box pop up, and you should be good to go!

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf
http://www.office.com/
mailto:7042@astrea-longsands.org

