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On behalf of all those connected to Longsands, I would like extend a huge thank you for your continued support at this time.  As 
an Academy, we have been supporting key workers and vulnerable students by remaining partially open. We will also remain 
open over the Easter Holidays. Thank you to those key workers who have already responded to our email outlining the provision 
they need over the Easter Holidays. If this changes, please can you notify us by contacting enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

SCHOOL TRIPS
As notified in last week’s Bulletin, following government advice that all overseas trips for children under 18 organised by 
education settings should not take place, we are currently working with our insurers and service providers to complete claim 
forms. Our finance department will be in touch with parents/carers as soon as we know more. 

WORK SET DURING THE CLOSURE PERIOD 
Please be reminded that during the period of closure, we have made the following arrangements to maintain educational 
provision for our students: 

• Teachers will continue to work from home and work will be set for your child via Doddle for completion on a daily basis. 
This will correspond to your child’s timetabled lessons for each week. 

• In addition to this, all students in Years 10-12 should be completing a significant amount of work on their subjects. Staff will 
do their very best to provide feedback throughout this period where this is possible. 

• During the school closure it is also a good opportunity for all students in Year 7-9 to do additional reading as this will 
support their learning generally. 

• This will be during normal school hours and will align with your child’s timetable. 

• All our students are then expected to check Doddle and complete the work provided by the class teacher. 

• Students and parents may also receive communication from the school on a regular basis, whether this is via their Head of 
Year, Student Support Teams, Special Educational Needs department or the Senior Leadership Team. 

• We will regularly send updates regarding the school closure and any changes to advice from the Government, please 
ensure that we have your most up to date contact details.

YEAR 11 AND 13 EXAMS 
We are still awaiting confirmation about exactly how the Exam Boards and Ofqual will resolve the issueof awarding qualifications 
for the external exams students were supposed to sit in May and June. We appreciate that this is a deeply unsettling and 
uncertain time for all involved, especially for the students and families directly affected by the government’s announcement 
on this issue. Rest assured that we will endeavour to ensure that students receive the credit they they deserve for all the hard 
work and effort they have put into their studies for these qualifications. We can offer little clarity at this time, but as and when 
information filters through we will update students as soon as is possible. 

STUDENTS WEEKLY UPDATE The second edition of our weekly bulletin for students has been issued today too 
with some more suggestions and advice for work that that they can do from home. Please encourage your son/daughter to look 
out for this in their emails.
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MFL - PADLET PROJECT
Over the last few months, a group of Year 10 students had been meeting at luchtimes to write messages to students from the 
“European Class” at Lycée Jean XXIII of Yvetot in Normandy via their online “Padlet” messageboard called “Notre mur/ Our 
wall”. This Padlet project started with some of our year 10 German linguists collaborating with students from Inda-Gymnasium 
in Aachen, Germany. Students have been exchanging messages in German and English.

Both Padlet groups have posted answers to thought-provoking questions such as, “What will you never forget and why?”, 
“Do you have a life motto?” and “What makes you happy?” and they have received interesting answers back from students in 
French and German.

This week, despite school closures affecting many schools across the world, our students will be continuing their communications 
with the “European Class” at Lycée Jean XXIII of Yvetot. They will be exchanging ideas about how they are keeping themselves 
busy whilst being cooped up at home. We look forward to reading their responses!

HOUSEPARTY
In the current environment, many of us are 
using different ways to try and keep in touch 
with our friends and family. 

One app that has risen in popularity is 
Houseparty, which gained the no.1 spot on 
the app store after becoming one of the most 
downloaded apps since social isolation was 
introduced. 

Billed as a ‘face to face social network’ the 
platform launched in 2016 but isn’t as widely 
known as Facebook, WhatsApp or Snapchat. 
National Online Safety has created this guide 
for parents and carers to help them understand 
exactly what Houseparty is all about.
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COVID-19 UPDATE
Please see the poster below with guidance from Public Health England in relation to staying safe and helping to prevent the 
spread of the Coronavirus.
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT: Careers Education, Information, advice and guidance

For the majority of students, parental guidance is often cited as the number one influencer in career choice so we wanted to 
make sure that you were aware of the help and guidance that is available to help you give accurate advice. The majority of 
careers sites that we recommend are free to use so please take a look at the sites below with your son/daughter

The school has two paid subscriptions:

For students in Year 7 and 8 we would recommend JED – the job explorer database. The Access Code for Longsands Academy is: 
utta7d39. Go to www.careersoft.co.uk or search for ‘Careersoft’ to get to the Careersoft website. From there, follow the ‘Sign 
in’ link, and enter your access code when prompted. It is eight letters and digits, as shown above.

For students in Year 9 and above, use Fast Tomato www.fasttomato.com – most students already have a login for this but they 
can reset if they have forgotten their password. The licence code is: PCMD

You will probably be familiar with the BBC Bitesize web pages which provide a mass of information on every curriculum area at 
all levels. One area that has less publicity than it deserves is in relation to careers. There is a wealth of information available for 
students at:- https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/careers

And finally, a few more that you may find useful: http://www.youthoria.org/: A website for 11 to 19 year olds in Cambridgeshire 
with useful information on careers and learning. There are details of local apprenticeships under the ‘Home’ tab of this site. 
http://www.icould.com : An easy to navigate site with a wealth of careers related information and resources.

Please also remember to visit the careers section of our website which contains additional websites and other useful documents 
to help you support your son/daughter.

COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, via 
the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.


