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We have had a busy time last week but nothing compared to the battle many others have ahead of them. As you know, 
from Monday you should not be sending your child to school. If you are a critical worker or your child has an EHCP 
and you do not have any suitable child care or a safe alternative then the school is open as a last resort to keep the 
country running. Even in this period of closure, our intention is to still continue to communicate with parents/carers 
on a weekly basis during term time. 

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE It would be wrong of me to single out a particular student this 
week, as I was so impressed with how sensibly students reacted to what was an extraordinary week.
However, I want to make special mention of all our Year 11 and Year 13 students. The news on Wednesday that 
their external exams will be rescinded was a traumatic experience. These students – supported by their teachers 
and parents/carers - have worked so hard over the past 2 years. 
Our strong advice is that in coming weeks that carry on learning as normal in terms of completing specifications, 
finishing coursework and revisiting core knowledge of the courses studied. We will respond to the advice in relation 
to how grades will be awarded to students. 
We have promised both year groups that whatever happens, they will have their Prom and Leavers Events when it 
is safe and sensible for us to provide it. 

WORK SET DURING THE CLOSURE PERIOD During the period of closure, we have 
made the following arrangements to maintain educational provision for our students:

• Teachers will continue to work from home and work will be set for your child via Doddle for completion on a 
daily basis. This will correspond to your child’s timetabled lessons for each week. 

• In addition to this, all students in Years 10-12 should be completing a significant amount of work on their 
subjects. Staff will do their very best to provide feedback throughout this period where this is possible.

• During the school closure it is also a good opportunity for all students in Year 7-9 to do additional reading as 
this will support their learning generally.

• This will be during normal school hours and will align with your child’s timetable.

• All our students are then expected to check Doddle and complete the work provided by the class teacher. 

• Students and parents may also receive communication from the school on a regular basis, whether this is via 
their Head of Year, Student Support Teams, Special Educational Needs department or the Senior Leadership 
Team. 

• We will regularly send updates regarding the school closure and any changes to advice from the Government, 
please ensure that we have your most up to date contact details.

SCHOOL TRIPS We will be cancelling all school trips for the remainder of the academic year both in the 
UK and abroad (this is with the exception of the Camps International tour to Ecuador as this arrangement is made 
between parents and the company – Camps will provide further information). 

We are currently working with our insurers and service providers to complete claim forms and will be in touch with 
parents as soon as we know more. 
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STUDY HABITS 
We would also advise that students stay safe and healthy during this period. This can be done by:

1. Make a work zone. The best place will be where the student can be seen by others in your house (it is 
difficult to be on your own for long periods of time). Students should work on a table and have all of their books and 
equipment available to them. We would advise that when working, students leave their phone on airport mode and 
place it away from them. 

2. Keep to the school timetable. This will help students structure their time. 

3. Keep exercising. The PE Department will send exercises for students to do on a weekly basis. 

4. Keep mindful. We would advise that students talk to those that they are close to about how they feel. 

5. Stay safe. If you have any concerns about your child’s safety, please do contact the relevant agencies.

GCSEPod A reminder that students, especially in Year 10 and Year 11, can use GCSEPod to help with their 
progress and studies. 
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EXAMINATIONS 
Internal exams -  In light of the closure, the scheduled Year 10 and Year 12 exams after Easter are postponed and 
we will reschedule them at an appropriate time when the school re-opens. 

Students are still advised to spend some time revisiting previous learning and work will be set during the closure 
period ensuring that they do so. We will clearly communicate to students and parents/carers when these exams will 
take place when school reopens. 

All public examinations have been cancelled. We are expecting advice imminently in relation to how grades will be 
awarded to students. Indications suggest this may be through a range of methods including data which we hold in 
school, hence any pre-planned assessments and coursework submissions have continued in school.

STUDENT EMAIL PASSWORDS
Instructions for changing your passwords

If you need a password change, for example your email, doddle or GCSEpod, go to the Academy website 
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/student-password-reset-form/ or find it using the instructions below:

1. Go to the Students menu and select ‘Log ins’, then Student Password Reset.

2. To reset your email password complete the form as described below.  For GCSEpod, Doddle and all other 
resources use the information at the bottom of the webpage.

• You need to fill in the form with your details.

• Your Student ID is your login number for school.

• Once sent the IT team will make you a new temporary 
password that will be emailed to your PARENTS/CARERS email 
address.

• You will then need to change this password and we would 
recommend you make a note of it in a safe place or write 
down clues to help you remember.

Once you log in you will be taken to 
this screen to enter your password

Please also take care when your are composing your email, we have put together some ‘email etiquette guidance’ 
that we recommend reading before sending your email:

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Longsands-Student-Email-Guidance.pdf 
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COVID-19 UPDATES Thank you to you all 
for observing the message from Education Secretary, 
Gavin Williams this week was “From tomorrow, schools 
will be closed except for children of critical workers 
and the most vulnerable. We must ensure NHS staff 
are able to access school places. Don’t take a place you 
don’t need. Be responsible. Keep your kids at home.” 
#StayHomeSaveLives

We had thirteen students in school today and we would 
remind parents/carers to ensure that they wash their 
hands immediately upon their safe arrival home.

PACKED LUNCHES for FREE SCHOOL MEALS STUDENTS Please be reminded 
that if your child is in receipt of free school meals and you would like to collect a packed lunch for them you must 
email enquiries@astrea-longsands.org between 6.00 - 9.00 am (each day that you require a meal). The meals will be 
available for collection at Reception between 1.00 - 1.30 pm.

BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS Last week we issued 123 C2s, and 35 C3s. 
There were 7 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site.

I am delighted to report that we issued 485 achievement points, commending students for their academic 
excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

APPRENTICESHIPS For students still looking for support, advice and guidance with regards to post 16 
and 18 options, please be advised that there is still plenty of online support available. AIM apprenticeship group are 
able to offer you guidance on apprenticeships, CVs, interview skills, online applications and more.  

If you would like advice please contact their Cambridgeshire and Suffolk engagement officer Fred via

-Work mobile 07718650871 

-Work email federica.bocchetti@theaimgroup.co.uk

Or gain more information through the company website:  https://www.theaimgroup.co.uk/
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KERBOODLE In the current situation of school closures I would like to give you, and your child, some 
recommendations to help with home learning for science, specifically to point you in the direction of some very 
useful online resources. Teachers will ask students to use many of these when setting work whilst school remains 
closed. 

Kerboodle The school has paid for a subscription to this website which gives year 9-11 students access to very 
useful resources for GCSE Science. We have made a video showing how to navigate the website to access and use 
its key resources. You are encouraged, in the strongest terms, to watch this video as it should help you get the most 
from kerboodle and it may well save you a lot of time in the long run. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jCvkIcVSBo&t=4s

Students have an individual account and log in which they should be aware of and using already. For year 9 and 10 
the username and password is the same username as doddle i.e. your six digit admission number e.g. 011111.  For 
Year 11 the username and password is: first initial and surname (e.g. Joe Bloggs = jbloggs).  The institution code is 
‘obn0’. (That is; the letters ‘o’, ‘b’, ‘n’ followed by the number 0’).

Once logged on you will be asked to change your password, I recommend you keep the password (If you have 
forgotten your password please email your teacher or myself and we can reset it for you). Kerboodle provides 
access to a vast amount of resources, including worksheets, videos and animations. There are also podcasts 
available for all chapters and these are followed up by questions you can answer by typing into text boxes. You can 
then reveal the correct answers to check if you have understood and answered the question correctly. We also 
highly recommend using the retrieval questions for each chapter for general revision. The most useful resource 
available is probably the digital textbooks. This gives access to high quality textbooks which will be a vital resource, 
especially during the school closure. 

A reminder that we have made a video showing you how to use the website. Please watch this to make sure you 
can find the correct resources. For example, it is easy for double (trilogy) students to use the separate textbook and 
resources, the video will make it clear how to avoid this. (Year 9 should use the separate textbooks and resources 
only.) The video is on the ‘Longsands Science Faculty’ YouTube channel, it is titled ‘How to log on and get the most 
out of Kerboodle’ and it can be found at this web address; https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9jCvkIcVSBo&t=4s

GCSEPod This Academy wide resource was launched some time ago. It provides nice animated videos with 
explanations of topics easily navigated by topic. Students should be aware of their log in details and be already 
using GCSEpod on a regular basis. However, if you have any issues with using this please email your teacher(s).

Free Science Lessons – Youtube Channel This is an excellent, free resource. Whilst 
the presenter is not exactly a laugh a minute the videos provide very clear, detailed and 
relevant information/explanations of GCSE science topics. It is highly recommended 
and should be one of the first places you go to if you are struggling with a topic. 

Doddle A reminder that doddle has presentations on topics which you can navigate 
easily by GCSE course.

PhysicsAndMathsTutor.com This is an excellent, free website. It provides past papers 
for different GCSE courses. It is also has very usefully created documents of practices 
questions and mark schemes on specific topics within a course. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

STUDENTS WEEKLY UPDATE We have created a weekly bulletin 
for students too that we will endeavour to send out with weekly suggestions and 
advice for work that that they can do from home. 

Please encourage your son/daughter to look out for this in their emails.

FOODBANK APPEAL Despite the uncertain and challenging 
circumstances, our Prefect Outreach Committee have made an appeal for 
Foodbank donations to help those in our community who are struggling.

Foodbanks nationally are devastatingly understocked and all donations have 
been gratefully received. In just two days, nine large bags of food, toiletries and 
household goods have been collected. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated through the academy, and please 
continue to support those in need by popping an extra item or two in the crates 
at your local supermarket. 

Lastly, a huge thank you to the Prefect team for taking this initiative.

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/

