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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all 
important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. 
If there is any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA   
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE
This week I have had the pleasure of meeting 
two different groups of students for a 
celebratory Principal’s breakfast, recognising 
their outstanding attitude to learning and 
progress in the recent Progress Review. These 
students were in Year 7 and Year 9. Well done 
to all students involved. 

SCIENCE WEEK This week Longsands Science teachers will 
be visiting local primary schools to celebrate British Science Week. The 
workshops they will be leading are to foster curiosity and celebrate the 
diversity of people. The activities focus on finding supertasters, people 
with an unusually high number of taste buds who are able to detect 
tastes that are otherwise undetectable to normal tasters. The students 
will be experimenting with different taste test strips to figure out who 
these supertasters are! 

COFFEE POT MEMORY CAFE On the 11th March members of the Outreach Committee went 
to visit the Coffee Pot Memory Café in Eynesbury.  The event is funded by the local Rotary club and aims to provide 
support for people suffering with memory loss and their carers. The club meets every week in different venues 
within the local community and participate in regular events to stimulate their memories, keep them active and 
maintain contact with other sufferers and carers.  

This week the members took part in the ‘Love to Move’ workshop which included different mindful activities and old 
music.  These activities help to make connections and relay memories of their pasts.  

Maisie, Gaby, Hazel and Ben were tremendous ambassadors for Longsands Academy, displaying excellent conduct 
and interaction with the members. 

“We all really enjoyed our visit and would like to send our thanks and appreciation to the Rotarians and Coffee Pot Memory 
Café for having us”.

mailto:principalspa%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=


LONGSANDS ACADEMY
WEEKLY BULLETIN

Monday, 16 March 2020                                               (Week A)

 SCHOOL EXPERIENCE EVENT On Tuesday we hosted a second 
School Experience Event for Now Teach, with the aim of encouraging experienced professionals to consider a 
career change to teaching. The prospective trainee teachers had a presentation from Mr Jones and colleagues 
from Now Teach, they met with some of our newly qualified teachers, and they visited lessons, where they were 
impressed with the quality of our students’ work and the high standards of behaviour. 

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in finding out more about a career in teaching, please see this link for 
further details.

INTER-FORM On Tuesday and Wednesday last week, students from Years 7/8/9/10 participated in our 
inter-form sporting events.

Year 7/10 girls played hockey, Year 8/9 girls played netball and boys from all year groups played football.

The ethos of the PE department is Performance - congratulations to 10HJJ, 9PRJ, 8NJS, 7DPH - and Participation/
Passion - Mr Hood, Head of Boys PE, would like to commend all students on their enthusiasm for the event, he said 
‘It was fantastic to see so many students undertake not only physical participation roles, but also to see so many encourage 
equality, fairness and sportsmanship - very well done to them all’.

Next up... Sports Day!

WORLD BOOK DAY WINNERS! We are pleased to announce that we have two winners for the 
World Book Day ‘Design a Book Cover’ competition.

Huge congratulations to James and Poppy, your entries were fantastic. Thank you to everyone who entered, we 
enjoyed looking through your designs. 

We are pleased that many students benefited from the free book give away and wish you all happy reading! 

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/vacancies/teacher-training/
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BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS In the week before half-term we issued 200 
C2s, and 43 C3s. There were 7 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site.

I am delighted to report that we issued 1178 achievement points, commending students for their academic 
excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in 
a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 
96%. This will allow all students to reach their full potential. For any concerns relating to the Coronavirus, please 
refer to the communication sent to Parents/Carers on Friday.

Parental support is always greatly appreciated with regards to attendance and makes a 
real difference to all students’ progress. Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 91.3%. 
Congratulations to the 5 forms with the highest attendance at Longsands last week, who 
were: 

1. 7JAB     2. 7NJD      3. 7CSO      4. 7RLT      5. 10AFI

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

All Week •	 Sixth Form Interviews

Monday •	 15:10 Girls Fixtures vs Sawtry

Tuesday •	 15:10 Year 10 Boys PE Stretch and Challenge

Thursday •	 15:10 Year 9 Girls PE Stretch and Challenge

HISTORY SOCIETY To mark International Women’s Day on 8 March, students from the 
History Society have made their own Suffragette Coins. These coins were defaced from 1910-1913 and 
were a subtle way for Suffragettes to communicate their message; ‘Votes for Women’. The coins were 
often defaced on the head of the monarch to highlight the unequal treatment of men and 
women in society. 

By taking part in this experiment students not only gained an insight into Suffragette 
campaign methods but also learned just how time consuming this task could be. Each 
student struck two coins with the Suffragette message and was able to take one home as 
a keepsake. Students and staff noted how much fun this experiment was with Ms Zoylinos 
saying ‘it is so lovely that students can get so close to history, using the exact same methods that 
Suffragettes would have used’. The next History Society meeting will be with Mr Owen on 
Tuesday 17 March. 
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COVID-19 GENERAL UPDATE Further to the government’s announcement last week, we can 
confirm that the Academy remains open and that we are doing what we can to mitigate risk and plan for future 
eventualities.

Please see the advice shared with students in assemblies this week. Please support the campaign which promotes 
basic hygiene practices, such as encouraging your child to regularly wash hands and to always sneeze into a tissue, 
to stem the spread of virus. We know many of our students will be anxious about the impact of the outbreak, so we 
are making sure that we are supporting them with as much factual information as possible.

Please be reminded that if you have changed any of your details, home address, mobile numbers, email addresses 
etc. please could you let us know so we are able to retain communication with you. Any changes should be emailed 
to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org 

Stop germs spreading with our e-Bug resources on hand and respiratory hygiene lesson plans  
for KS1, 2 and 3: campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools

If there is an emergency, call 999 immediately

How can you stop coronaviruses spreading?

Advice on the coronavirus
for places of education

How serious is the coronavirus?
•  �it�can�cause�flu-like�symptoms,�including�fever,�
cough�&�difficulty�breathing

•   the�infection�is�not�serious�for�most�people,�
including�children�

•  there�is�currently�no�vaccine
•   most�people�get�better�with�enough�rest,�
water�to�drink�and�medicine�for�pain

How likely are you to catch the virus?
•   you�can�only�catch�it�if�you�have�been�close�
to�a�person�who�has�the�virus

•   the�chance�of�being�in�contact�with�the�virus�
is�currently�low�in�the�UK

•   if�you�have�travelled�to�areas�where�many�people�are�
infected,�your�chance�of�catching�the�virus�is�higher,�
i.e.�China�and�any�affected�areas

What should you do if you feel unwell?
Keep�away�from�others�and�stay�at�home�to�stop�the�infection�spreading.�Avoid�public�transport�if�you�
think�you�have�symptoms�of�coronavirus.�If�you�become�unwell�at�a�place�of�education,�tell�a�member�
of�staff�and�let�them�know�if�you�have�travelled�to�any�other�countries�in�the�last�14�days.

If�your�staff�member�or�parent�thinks�you�have�symptoms�of�coronavirus,�they�should�call�
NHS 111�for�advice.�Follow�the�UK�Government�advice�for�childcare�or�educational�settings�
gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19. 
Parents�can�visit�NHS.UK to�find�out�more�information.�Teachers�and�support�staff�should�
follow�the�UK�Government�advice.

Staff,�students�and�pupils�who�have�returned�from�Iran,�specific�lockdown�areas�in�northern�
Italy,�special�care�zones�in�South�Korea�or�Hubei�province�China�(returned�in�the�past�
14�days)�should�self�isolate,�and�NOT�attend�education�or�work�for�14�days.� 
See NHS.UK�for�advice�on�coronavirus.

Before 
leaving 
home 

After breaks 
& sport 

activities

After using 
the toilet

Bin it

If you need to cough or sneeze You should wash hands with soap & water or hand sanitiser

Kill it  
by washing 

your hands with 
soap & water or 
hand sanitiser

On arrival at 
any childcare 
or educational 

setting

Catch it
with a tissue

Before 
cooking 
& eating

Try not to touch your 
eyes, nose, and mouth 
with unwashed hands

Do not share items that come 
into contact with your mouth 
such as cups & bottles

If unwell do not share items 
such as bedding, dishes, 
pencils & towels
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DODDLE In view of the COVID-19 information, please be reminded that we use Doddle as our online learning 
platform. You can see the homework that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also see all the homework 
your child has submitted on Doddle throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for the quizzes they 
have taken. You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the go, 
as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

  

+ Departmental Stuff

For technical queries relating to Doddle Parent, contact Doddle. 
Visit: www.doddlelearn.co.uk      Email: hello@doddlelearn.co.uk      Call: 01865 208 440

  

Guide for Parents:

  

It’s easy! Your school will provide you with a 16-digit number — your 
parent ‘key’ — and you’ll need access to your email account to register 
your account. Watch our 2 minute video on how to do this at 
www.doddlelearn.co.uk/support/parent

To log in to Doddle Parent, visit www.doddlelearn.co.uk, click on 
Log in, and select the Doddle Parent button. 

Having trouble?
If you need a reminder of your parent key, or you have questions about 

your child’s curriculum or progress, please contact your school.

How can I use Doddle Parent to support my child?

How do I log in?

Doddle Parent: Homework

•    See all the homeworks your child has, now and in the coming weeks, to help  
     them manage their time and meet deadlines.
•    Look at the homework tasks and resources so you can talk with your child 
     about what they have to do and any support they need.
•    Get a better understanding of how they are doing with homework by looking 
      at submitted work and quiz scores.

3.7_0317v1

Homework

You’ll have the full picture of what your child needs to do at home, and you can access this on the 
go, as Doddle Parent is available on your mobile or tablet. 

Doddle Parent has been created for the people who care 
most about their children’s education — you!

Doddle Parent lets you see the homework your child has 
been set in different subjects. You can see the homework 
that is due now, and any overdue homework. You can also 
see all the homework your child has submitted on Doddle 
throughout the year, and the marks they have achieved for 
the quizzes they have taken.

If you already have a Doddle Parent login, click Switch to Homework in the top-right to change to 
the Homework view.
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/

