
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
This has been a challenging week for all members of our school community. I have personally been encouraged 
by how sensibly our students have reacted to what is a very unsettling and uncertain situation. Thank you for all 
your kind and supportive messages to myself and other members of staff.  They are really appreciated by all.  
 
We must all recognise that we are entering into an unprecedented time. All schools in England close at the end 
of the school day today and there is no date in place for them to reopen. This means that for the majority of our 
students, today will be their last day in school for what could be a considerable period of time. We will write 
home on Monday with further guidance of how we are supporting students with the work we are setting on 
Doddle and we will continue with our Principal’s Weekly Bulletin so that we can maintain regular contact with 
our school community.  
 
I wish to thank all our school staff who have helped in recent days to keep the school open, and who will continue 
to do so over the coming months. I would also like to thank you for your continued support and understanding 
during this period. 
 
As I close, I was struck by these words this week and wanted to share them with you, reflecting as they do the 
wider context we are in and the broader lessons we can learn from it. 
 
"When this is over, may we never again take for granted: 
A handshake with a stranger, full shelves at the store, conversations with neighbors, a crowded theatre... 
 Friday night out, the taste of communion, a routine checkup, the school rush each morning... 
Coffee with a friend, the stadium roaring, each deep breath... 
A boring Tuesday, Life itself. 
When this ends, may we find that we have become more like the people we wanted to be... 
we were called to be.... 
we hoped to be and may we stay that way... 
better for each other because of the worst."     By Laura Kelly Fanucci 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr N D Owen 
Vice Principal 

 


