
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
18 March 2020 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Coronavirus Update 
 
Further to my communication yesterday, the government this week announced the following guidance: 
 

 If you live on your own and develop symptoms of a cough or high temperature, self-isolate for 14 days. 

 If you live with someone who has developed the above symptoms, self-isolate for 14 days. 

 If you have an underlying health issue or are pregnant you should minimise social contact and seek medical 
advice. 
 
This has, inevitably, had a significant effect on the number of staff that will be able to attend school for at 
least the next 14 days and potentially longer. The government have not directed schools to close and we are 
therefore trying our best to remain open.  
 
We have been striving to keep the school open as long as possible, for as much of the school population as 
we can, but have reluctantly come to the conclusion that a partial closure will be necessary.  Thus tomorrow, 
Thursday 19 March, Year 9 students are asked to work from home with resources being posted online using 
Doddle. Please encourage your child to make every effort with their studies.  The more of a routine that can 
be established, the less unsettling the current situation is for all.  We have made the decision to prioritise 
continuity of teaching for year groups preparing for public examinations and to support parents by keeping 
our youngest students in school at a time where finding childcare will be difficult. 
 
Students in all other year groups, therefore, attend the Academy as normal in full school uniform, ensuring 
they bring all the required resources for their timetabled lessons.  These arrangements will be reviewed 
daily, and if it is necessary to alter them, we will give you as much notice as we are able to.  This is a 
challenging and stressful time for all, and I am very aware of the impact that partially closing the school has 
on families, so please be assured this is not a decision I have taken lightly. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  From all at the Academy, we send our best wishes to all our students 
and families.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Neil Owen 
Vice Principal: Academic 


