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This is a weekly bulletin which I would encourage parents and carers to read, informing you of all 
important upcoming dates and events and to help you stay informed in the life of the Longsands. 
If there is any feedback on this publication, please do contact me via Mrs Todd, the Principal’s PA   
(principalspa@astrea-longsands.org).

PRINCIPAL’S WEEKLY PRIZE Mr Milne 
nominated three students from his Year 7 History class to 
receive the Principal’s Award last week. Valeriya, Georgia 
and Harry demonstrated a great attitude towards their mid-
year tests and during their History lessons throughout the 
academic year.  

PARENTS’ INFORMATION EVENINGS On the 23rd and 29th of January we held our Ofsted 
Parent Information Meetings. This was an opportunity to discuss the findings of the recent Ofsted report. Thank you 
to those parents/carers who attended these meetings. This week we host our termly Principal’s Parents Information 
Evening, in which we can update parents/carers on the strategic and operational developments of the Academy. 
The meeting is on Tuesday 4th February at 6.30 pm in the Ritchie Hall. 

THE ASTREA PARENT APP We now have over 1700 parents who 
have signed up for the parental engagement system, the Astrea App, allowing us to 
easily communicate with parents.  Whether it’s sharing information such as attendance, 
achievement and behaviours that have been awarded, key dates, embedded links such as 
ParentPay, Doddle, Parents Evening Booking System or viewing the latest progress report, 
all of the information is easily accessible from the convenience of your phone or tablet.  

A clear dashboard gives parents an overview of their child’s school life, and parents with 
more than one child attending Longsands can access information on all of their children 
from the app. 
 
Download the free Astrea App from the Apple App Store/Google Play on your mobile 
phone now to ensure you aren’t missing out. Search for Longsands Academy and enter 
your full name, mobile number and email address (these details must match what has been provided to the 
Academy). Once the App identifies you, a security code will be generated which you will need to enter. When this 
has been completed, your child’s details will be synchronised overnight.

mailto:principalspa%40astrea-longsands.org?subject=
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LANGUAGE LEADER PROJECTS Our Language Leaders have 
worked innovatively and collaboratively on projects in order to promote their strong 
views on the importance of learning languages. Well done, Language Leaders, from 
Mrs Fengler and Mrs Allden!

• Abi, Beth, Kiana created a multilingual cookery book with delicious recipes from around 
the world.

• Andre created a podcast about the need for us all to learn languages in our increasingly 
globalised world.

• Jude and Nicole made an impressive Schwarzwälder Kirschtorte.
• Amy and Charlotte organised a Treasure Hunt for year 8 students to complete at lunchtimes.
• Maddie, Emma, Erin designed a Student versus Teacher quiz to test language aptitude. Well done, Mr Martin, for winning 

this.
• Erin and Olivia made a humorous French video clip of themselves.
• Ruby, Abbie, Matthew, Lilly, Eamon planned and delivered a full lesson to a year 7 French 

class in the style of the game “The Chase”.
• Kieran, Oscar, Niamh and Lucy created a podcast about key verbs in French.
• Lani and Ellie created a comic book in French.
• Sam, Anthony, Luke delivered a German grammar lesson to their fellow year 10 students.
• Lilly and Tom created an MFL quiz.

YEAR 10 LETTER EXCHANGE WITH AACHEN, GERMANY Year 10 students of 
German had fun reading their letters this week from their pen-pals from Inda-Gymnasium, Aachen, Germany. Our 
students will be writing letters back soon. Well done, Year 10!

YEAR 11 PHOTOGRAPHS WERE TAKEN ON TUESDAY 28 JANUARY  
Our annual Year 11 photographs took place last week. Each student will have the opportunity to purchase a package 
of photographs which include an individual shot, their form group and a panoramic photograph of the entire year 
group to commemorate their time at Longsands Academy. The proof photographs will be shared with students 
before half term.  A deadline of 2 weeks will then be set for the receipt of orders. All orders can be returned to the 
Key Stage 4 area.

DATES TO REMEMBER THIS WEEK 
Day Event

Monday •	 Year 11 MFL Speakathon
•	 Year 7, 8 and 10 football match vs Ernulf

Tuesday •	 Principal’s Parent Information Evening in the Ritchie Hall (18:30)

Wednesday •	 Year 7 Reward trip to Cineworld

Thursday
•	 Year 7-11 District swimming gala at St Ivo
•	 Year 9/10 Intermediate Maths Challenge
•	 Year 7-11 Football vs Hinchingbrooke

Friday •	 Year 11 Computer Science Workshop
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PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE The 3rd to 9th February is National Apprenticeship 
Week, making this a good time to remind students, parents and carers of the need to ‘look beyond’ traditional 
routes into employment and to acknowledge that there are many occupations that offer apprenticeship routes. 
For example, were you aware that you can become a midwife through a 4 year degree apprenticeship? For more 
information on apprenticeship visit: https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resource/parents-pack-january-2020/ 

#NAW2020     #LookBeyond     @apprenticeships     @AmazingAppsUK

SAFER INTERNET DAY 2020 In the build up to 
Safer Internet Day 2020 on Tuesday 11 February, we are raising 
awareness about Online Safety with students, staff and parents in 
various ways. 

Knowledge is key when supporting young people and encouraging 
them to stay safe online. To help parents we would like to bring  
fifteen apps (pictured right) to your attention.

Information about what to do if a child comes to you for help, 
and advice about how to report online concerns such as 
cyberbullying, inappropriate content or illegal behaviour visit 
www.saferinternet.org.uk/need-help 

HISTORY SOCIETY Please see the information below about upcoming events from the Longsands 
History Society. Students are invited from all year groups to listen to a range of different lectures from topics that 
across the curriculum. Students are encouraged to see Mr Milne or Mr Wayman for more information on the 
History Society. 

History Society Upcoming Events - H3.4 at 1.30 pm

11th February ‘How Funny Were the Greeks and Romans?’ Mr Wayman
3rd March ‘Where Did Planes Even Come From?’ Mr Milne
17th March ‘Winston Churchill: A Study in Failure’ Mr Owen
31st March ‘The Eiffel Tower: Landmark or Eyesore?’ Mr Milne
21st April ‘A Visit to Auschwitz’ Mr Taylor 
5th May ‘Harriet Tubman: The Underground Railroad and Fight for Freedom’ Ms Zoylinos
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BEHAVIOUR and ACHIEVEMENT POINTS Last week we issued 208 C2s, and 44 C3s. 
There were 6 mobile phones confiscated as they were seen and/or heard on the school site.

I am delighted to report that we issued 1791 achievement points, commending students for their academic 
excellence (relative to their ability) and their attitude to learning. 

We thank all students for their role in ensuring all lessons are free from disruption and for following all school rules 
with regards to mobile phones and homework completion. 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS Attendance has been shown to be one of the most important factors in 
a child’s ability to succeed at school. Our target at Longsands is to achieve an overall attendance figure of at least 
96%. This will allow all students to reach their full potential.  

To support parents/carers we monitor attendance every day and will send daily texts asking for the reason if a 
student is absent. We may request medical evidence and we will write to parents where there is a concern and offer 
meetings to discuss concerns and support plans. We also reward students who have improved their attendance or 
have good attendance.

Last week, the school’s attendance rate was 93.8%. 

The 5 forms with highest attendance by year group at Longsands last week were:

1. 7JVL & 7JAB
2. 8JJB
3. 9KMA
4. 10AFI
5. 11EMS

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY Year 9 students are invited to 
attend the CAD/CAM Club.  Students who join will get to learn how to use 2D 
Design, a computerised design package. 

They will then design a product and manufacture through the use of the 
Design and Technology department’s laser machine.  

Students are encouraged to see a member of the Design and Technology 
department for more information. 
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COMMUNICATION WITH THE SCHOOL
In addition to this weekly bulletin, there are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by 
letter, via the Astrea App, via Doddle,  in writing, in newsletters, on social media and via our website.

There are several ways in which you can contact us, these include:

email to enquiries@astrea-longsands.org

call Reception for all general enquiries on 01480 353535  
or to report a student absence, please call 01480 223343 or text 07860 095966

the Astrea App (which you can download for free from your app store)

writing to Longsands Academy, Longsands Road, St Neots PE19 1LQ

the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.astrea-longsands.org 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 2-3 working days.

WEEKLY LUNCH MENU
Can also be accessed via our website (please note 
the menus alternate on a 3 week rotation, please 

see the dates at the top of each menu).

https://www.astrea-longsands.org/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/
https://www.astrea-longsands.org/eating-at-the-college/

